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NEWS RELEASE 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
National History Day Team from J.R. Gerritts Middle School  

Advances to Compete in Washington DC  

 

Kimberly, Wis. – April 25, 2017 – J.R. Gerritts Middle School (JRG) students had a great showing in recent 

National History Day competitions. One team advanced to compete at Nationals. Sofie Langenhuizen, Vienna 

Melzl, Rebecca Schank and Elizabeth Ritger will bring their project about Nellie Bly to the competition in 

Washington D.C. this June. Their classmate Sydney Millar is a first runner-up for Nationals with her exhibit 

about Martin Luther. 

For Kimberly Area School District students, the 

road to nationals began earlier this spring. Five 

teams from JRG advanced to the regional 

competition held in March at UW-Green Bay. Of 

those projects, four teams advanced to compete at 

State. The nine students involved in these projects 

make up the largest group of National History Day 

participants JRG has had advance to the State 

level.  
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These J.R. Gerritts Middle School students had their 
National History Day projects advance to compete at 
State. Pictured left to right, front row: Sydney Millar, 
Rebecca Schank, Ethan Sommer, and Brennen 
Haynes; back row: Ella Buddenhagen, Sophia 
Schumerth, Vienna Melzl, Sofie Langenhuizen and  
Elizabeth Ritger. 

http://www.kimberly.k12.wi.us/jr-gerritts-middle
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http://www.kimberly.k12.wi.us/


The following students and their projects competed at State on April 22, 2017, in Madison: 

 Sofie Langenhuizen, Vienna Melzl, Rebecca Schank and Elizabeth Ritger joined forces to create a 

website about Nellie Bly - the First Female Stunt Reporter. 

 Sydney Millar created a museum-type exhibit about Martin Luther. 

 Brennen Haynes and Ethan Sommer stepped into the shoes of the famous defense lawyer Clarence 

Darrow to understand the significance and implications of the Scopes Trial.  

 Sophia Schumerth and Ella Buddenhagen wrote the script and produced a documentary about Mildred 

Fish Harnack, the only American woman killed in WWII on direct orders of Adolf Hitler. 

Students Tony Treu and Cole Hansen had their exhibit on Oppenheimer’s Stand Against the Construction of the 

Hydrogen Bomb in the regional competition.  

National History Day is a co-curricular opportunity students have to reach their potential through academic and 

the arts. Students complete extensive research, critically analyze and develop historical conclusions, and present 

their interpretations in a critical yet creative forum.  

It is described as an exciting academic enrichment program that helps students learn about historical issues, 

ideas, people, and events. This yearlong academic adventure fosters students' enthusiasm for learning and their 

love for history. All participating students gain interesting and even surprising insights that they could not have 

found in history books alone. 

About the Kimberly Area School District 

The Kimberly Area School District is a progressive public school district committed to providing the best 

possible education available to students. Its responsibility is to help lead the way in developing well-rounded 

students and future citizens. The District wants every student to be given the opportunity to reach their potential 

through academics, the arts and co-curricular activities. It encompasses approximately 17 square miles and 

serves over 5,000 students in one 4K center, four elementary schools (5K-4), two intermediate schools (5-6), 



one middle school (7-8) and one high school (9-12). To learn more about the Kimberly Area School District, 

call (920)788-7900 or visit www.kimberly.k12.wi.us. 
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