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Why we wrote  

This book was made by students, 
for students! Questions that kids 
have previously had are now an-
swered just for you. Reading this 
booklet will hopefully make you 
feel more comfortable and secure 
as you go through the transition 
of becoming a middle school stu-
dent. We hope that you enjoy 
reading this book, and we also 
hope that it answers the ques-
tions that you may have. Thanks! 
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Contact  

JRG Address: 
545 South John Street 
Kimberly, Wisconsin 54136 

JRG Office 
(920) 788-7905 
Fax: (920) 788-7914 
 
Athletic Director 
Phone: (920) 423-4106 
Mary Hammen 
 
E-mail address:  
jrg@kimberly.k12.wi.us 

Website: 
www.kimberly.k12.wi.us 

Principal- 
Eric Brinkmann 
Assistant Principal 
Rob DeLain 
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Thanks 

Special thanks to Ms. Froze’s Elements of Design computer 
class. The students in this Academy class worked extremely 
hard to perfect the articles placed within this booklet. Each 
student created their own  article, and booklet, to make 
sure that the end product would be amazing. In the pro-
cess, they were able to experiment in writing, layout and 
design. We hope as a whole that all of the questions that 
students may have had, are now answered. We wish every-
one a good and fun year, here at J.R.G.  
 
 
 
Check out the JRG Website to see a video representation of 
this information also! 
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Spirit Days 
 

Spirit days are competitions between 

the 7th and 8th grade. The different competi-

tions vary from wearing a certain color shirt to 

crazy hair day to crazy sock day. You also dress 

up as a character from a book or you need to 

wear a hat. When the weather is warm you 

might need to ride your bike to school. Spirit 

days are easy and fun to compete in. The spirit 

days are about once a month and the only way 

to win is to have more people or a bigger percent of students 

participating than the other grade.  When you win the spirit 

competition, your class gets the spirit stick, which is a symbol 

that shows who won the last spirit day. Like many other activi-

ties at J.R.G if you try your hardest and participate you can 

easily succeed. 

Sports 
Sports are a great way to get involved in activities at our 
school. Any student can participate in a designated sport how-
ever; there are a few necessities before one can begin to par-
ticipate in JRG sports. One of the necessities is that you need 
a physical before you participate.  
 
JRG offers the following sports: Wrestling, Basketball, Volley-
ball, Track and Field and Cross Country. Pom and Dance is al-
so offered some years but if a coach is not available, the sport 
is dropped for that year. Students can also lose participation 
privileges if issued a behavior referral or an OSS/ISS. The JRG 
rule is that academics come first so students must be passing 
all classes. If you are not passing you will be expected to prac-
tice but will not be allowed to perform until passing. Join a JRG 
sport to be a part of your school! 
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Community Values 

We expect our students, staff and community  
members… 
To display RESPECT by being courteous, sensitive, 

and civil to other people, property, and the environment. 
To display HONESTY by demonstrating a 
commitment to the truth in our principles, 
intentions, and actions.  Honesty builds and 
maintains trusting relationships.  Honesty 
requires courage and integrity.  
To display RESPONSIBILITY by fulfilling ob-
ligations to ourselves, our family, our com-
munity, and the environment.  We will be 
held accountable for the choices we make 
and for the tasks we have accepted or have 
been assigned.   
To display KINDNESS by being gentle, com-
passionate, empathetic, friendly, and caring 
towards ourselves and others. 

TLC 

 

TLC. The Learning Community. Tender Loving Care. 
Your home base at school. 
Your TLC advisor will be your 
academic coach. Advisors 
ensure students are on the 
right track and advocate for 
you when needed. Your TLC 
advisor will be your nurturer, 
building a sense of commu-
nity into your group to help 
foster a sense of safety and 
caring for each student. 
Daily activities include, but 

are not limited to: organizational, friendship and other skill 

instruction, discussion days, team building activities, grade 

checks, locker clean-outs, and announcements. 
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Bullying Policy 
 

Be the Change 
 

Be the change is a school wide effort to prevent and 
intervene in bullying activities.  The goal is to reduce existing 
bullying problems, preventing new problems from developing 
and to improve peer relations and school culture. It is im-
portant to stop bullying because it is very hurtful to everyone 
and can affect a person physically, mentally, and socially.  
Bullying can happen to anyone! 

 
                J.R.G’s Bullying Beliefs 

  We will not bully others. 

  We will help students who are bullied. 

  We will include students who are easily left out. 

  When we know someone is being bullied, we will 
tell both an adult at school and an adult at home. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 

 

 The JRG ‘Be the Change’ team is made up of staff 
members that are dedicated to the success of bullying pre-
vention. Our staff are trained on types of bullying, effects 
of bullying, and staff intervention systems.  All JRG staff 
members are trained in school-wide elements of the pro-
gram such as, recognizing bullying behavior, promoting a 
positive bullying-free culture, and systems for bullying in-
terventions.  J.R. Gerritts continues its commitment to-
ward a safe and productive learning environment for all 
students. 
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 Musicals and Plays 

 
Each year, JRG students can try out for the school play (in the 
fall) and the school musical (in the spring)!  Practices for both 
the play and musical, are after school. 
To be in the play you have to memo-
rize lines or read them off a script and 
recite them in front of the director. 
They then decide if you make it or 
not. To be in the musical you also 
have to memorize lines but you also 
have to sing for the director and Mr. 
Leih, and after that you are taught a 
short dance and then tested on it to 
see what you remember and how well 
you perform.  One good thing about 
the musical is that you don’t have to 
be in choir to be in it. You can just 
audition and sing whatever song you 
want.  
 
Try out for these activities! They are 
great experiences and are so much fun.  
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Clubs 
JRG has many clubs to offer. These include Gator Go-
Getters, Math Counts, Cooking Club, Ski Club, Forensics, 
Road Warriors, Art Club and much more. There are clubs 
here for everyone! By joining these clubs you will have a 
much better middle school experience. For example, you 
make new friends that have the same interests as you, be-

come a better leader, and you improve 
your social skills. Also, depending on what 
kind of club you are participating in, you 
could make the community a better place, 
gain knowledge, and become an overall 
better person. Being in clubs helps you 
have more fun in life; they take off some 

of the stress of school, you gain more confidence and you 
learn new things while being in them! They also help you in 
the long run, by looking great on your college applications. 
Join the clubs at JRG and have a great time while doing 
them! 

 

 ROCKS stands for Recognizing Our 
Committed Kids, and focuses on students 
staying drug, alcohol and tobacco free 
throughout their life. Also ROCKS offers 
alternatives to using drugs, alcohol and 
tobacco, in the form of super fun events. 
You don’t have to go to any of the ROCKS 
events to be in ROCKS. The events are just another option 
to hang out with others that have the same goals. Some 
events ROCKS put on in the past are a High Cliff cook-out, 
Movie on the Hill and Lock-in at Badger Sports Park. If you 
want to be in sports at JRG, you don’t have to be in 
ROCKS, but if you want to do any ROCKS sponsored clubs 
at JRG you have to be in ROCKS. Some ROCKS sponsored 
clubs are Cooking Club, Road Warriors (biking club), Ping 
Pong Club and Ski Club. Join ROCKS at registration in the 
summer. Sign your pledge to commit to being drug, alco-
hol and tobacco free. You and your parents sign the pledge 
and turn it into the registration table. 

ROCKS 
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VIP’S 

 
Students earn VIP cards by demonstrat-
ing the four community values and em-
ployability skills. For every class in 
which a student demonstrates all com-
munity values and career and life skills, 
they earn one VIP.  
 
If you do kind things for others you can 
get them as well. Teachers can give personal written VIP’s for 
doing kind things outside of class. You can redeem them for 
prizes in Student Services. The more VIP’s you have the better 
prizes you can get. They are generally easy to get if you stay 
focused in class and don't slack off.  
 
Teachers give them out each quarter with honor roll. If you go 
down to Student Services they can tell you about them in de-
tail.  

Water Bottles 
 
Can I have a water bottle at JRG? 

Yes. JRG encourages lifelong healthy habits so students may 
carry a water bottle throughout the 
school day 

 
What can be in them? 

Only water may be in the bottle. No 
juices or sodas are allowed past the 
Commons. Energy drinks are not al-
lowed in school or at school spon-
sored activities.  
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Dress Code 

It’s the first day at a new school, and you’re ready to walk out the 

door. For most kids, the first question they ask is “How do I look?” 

but the real question they should be asking is “Can I wear this?” 

Every school has a dress code and 

JRG is one of them.  

The first thing I’d like to tell you about 

for the dress code at JRG is all about 

hair. Strange hair colors or very crazy 

hair is not allowed, unless of course it 

is a special occasion such as a spirit 

day. The way you want to wear your 

hair is your choice but for the sake of 

other kids, distracting hair is not al-

lowed for learning purposes. Along 

with your hair, nothing should be worn 

on your head. Yes, headbands, clips, 

etc. are allowed but, things such as 

hats and hoods should not be worn 

inside the building. In the colder 

months these things are definitely allowed outside but, when they 

are worn inside it is very disrespectful. Just like hats, things like 

jackets, mittens, gloves, scarves etc. should not be worn inside 

either. They should only be worn outside, because they can be dis-

tracting to other kids, but we do encourage you to bring warm 

clothing to be worn outside during recess during the colder months. 

In the warmer months, students sometimes don’t wear enough 

clothing. Yes, the weather does get warm but we need to remem-

ber, JRG is a G-Rated school. Shirts that are revealing too much 

skin must be changed or covered up. Short shorts are not allowed, 

and the length of your shorts should be about mid thigh. Strapless 

tops, spaghetti strap tops and cut off shirts are not allowed either, 

unless covered up by some sort of other clothing. The same goes 

with undergarments, they should not be visible either. Also, when 

choosing clothes, you should make sure nothing is inappropriate, 

harmful or offending. For example, no inappropriate logos, 

graphics, harmful or disturbing accessories or other items that 

would be offending. Remember, JRG is just trying to make you feel 

comfortable yet safe by helping the way you and others dress. 
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Friendships 

 For many kids, seeing your friends during school can be 
a concern. In between classes you have a few minutes to see 
your friends, but it’s still not a good time. The best time to see 
your friends during school would be at lunch, which is given 
every day for 40- minutes. Switching lunches to be with your 
friends is possible, but only in the beginning of 7th grade. Re-
cess is arranged with lunch, so whatever lunch you choose you 
are in the same recess as the people in your lunch. You may 
not have lunch with the friends you’d like but that’s where 
making new friends could come into play as well. Your Core 
classes are only with the people in your team, but if you have 
friends on other teams you may have the possibility of them 
being in your Academy classes. Switching classes is some-
times possible. Whenever in doubt, talking with your counselor 
is always an option. Talking amongst your friends and a coun-
selor can solve many problems with friendships. The counse-
lors will give advice, and help you with many things to fix your 
relationships with friends. Remember, friendships are an  
important part of your experience in middle school, but school  
always needs 
to come first. 
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Field Trips 
What is the purpose of field trips?  

The field trips usually tie in with the top-

ics the kids are learn in their classes. The 

camp Nan A Bo Sho (NABS) allows stu-

dents to learn outdoor skills and includes 

team building activities. Examples of field 

trips include 7th grade camp at Camp Nan A Bo Sho, 8th 

grade college tours, to both a Technical College and a private 

college (St. Norbert's college). Students also participate in a 

celebration field trip at the end of the year. Seventh graders 

go to Bay Beach, and 8th grade goes to Great America.  

What if weather is bad?  

For the most part all the 7th and 8th grade field trips go rain or 

shine. If the weather is very bad we might stay and try to re-

schedule.  

 

Your locker will be located near your TLC. Your locker will have 

one or two shelves, depending on where it is located. You 

should get all of your supplies and books for your morning 

classes before you go to TLC and put them back before lunch. 

After lunch you get all of your supplies and books for your af-

ternoon classes. In your lockers you keep your supplies and 

books for classes,  and also your coat, backpack, anything ex-

tra like skateboard and any snow clothes (unless it’s for ski 

club - then they will have a room for your 

snow clothes). You will have about three 

minutes at your locker in between classes, 

so it’s important to plan ahead. 

Lockers 

7                         ...created by JRG Kids, for JRG Kids! 

 

Career and Life skills 

In our classes at J.R.G, teachers don’t only grade you on 
your homework and tests.  They also 
grade you on your Career and Life Skills.  
The three Career and Life Skills are Re-
spect, Participation, and Work Ethic.  
Teachers grade you on your Career and 
Life Skills because they  show how much 
effort and responsibility you take towards 
getting all your work in on time, partici-
pating in class, and showing respect to 
your teachers and peers.  Also by 
demonstrating that you can do these 
things you’re building great habits for your future, getting 
you ready for the real world.  Career and Life Skills count for 
up to 10% of your overall grade in each class. 
 

 

Mini Courses 

The goal of mini-courses is to teach life-long skills and provide 
students with opportunities which might not typically be  
offered in the regular curriculum. 
Mini-courses are a wonderful opportunity for our students to 
try new and exciting activities which they may not yet have 
had a chance to experience. Some examples of the courses 
offered are: 

¨ Tasty Tours 

¨ Salon 

¨ Ice Fishing 

¨ Coding 

¨ Wild Careers 

- Skiing 

- Lifetime Sports 

Mini courses typi-
cally occur over two days in early February. They are an 
earned opportunity that we encourage everyone to be a part 
of.   
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Schedule 
    
Here at JRG, the staff works hard to make sure that incoming 
students feel comfortable during their first weeks in school. 
Teachers will make sure the students know where their class-
rooms are, where the different areas of the school are located, 
that students have the necessary materials for the end of the 
day, and answer any questions the students may have. Each 
day begins with a TLC, which gives a smaller group of stu-
dents the opportunity to connect with one teacher all year who 
can help with answering questions, sharing information, 
checking grades, and learning important parts about school 
life. 
 
Core classes (Language Arts, Math , Science and Social Stud-
ies) are 83 minutes long. Language Arts and Math meet every 
day all year, and Science and Social Studies each meet every 
day for one semester. The 7th grade schedule looks like this... 
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Homework 
 
How long will the homework take me?  

On average, students usually have a half-hour to an hour of 
homework each night. Many teachers will give you class time 
to work on homework. If you are productive in class, it is pos-
sible that you could not have much homework. Too much 
homework is nothing to worry about at JRG. 

 
What if I don’t understand my homework?  

There are always options for you if you don’t understand your 
homework. Most teachers are here before and after school and 
at lunch. If you have a learning lab you could also ask for 
teachers help during that time as well. 

 
What if I don’t get my homework done?  

If you don’t get your homework done on time, you will get a 
zero for work ethic that week. Some teachers will require you 
to spend your lunch in a study hall or stay after school for 
study hall. If you have many missing or late assignments, you 
may end up doing this day after day until all of your home-
work is completed. If you don’t show up for the study hall you 
could get a behavior referral. 

 
Will I get class time to work on homework?   

Yes, many teachers provide time in class for you to complete 
homework.  Of course, if you don’t finish it will be homework. 
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Lunch 

Lunch at JRG is a time to relax, hangout with friends and take 
a break from school. About half of the students eat lunch first, 
while the other half are outside for recess. Then they switch, 
and the kids outside come into the Commons for lunch and the 
kids inside go out for recess. About three weeks after the 

school year starts, seventh 
graders can switch which 
group they eat lunch with, if 
they want to be with friends 
who have the opposite lunch 
schedule. 
 
There are many things to do 
during lunch recess. The 
school provides basketballs, 

footballs, soccer balls, volleyballs, etc. You can pick whichever 
one you want.  
 
Once you enter the cafeteria there are many different stations 
to go to get the food you want. The lunch line is not really a 
line, until people get to the check out stand.  
 
The lunch choices include hamburgers, cheese burgers, pizza, 
subs, salads, and a variety of different meals and fruits and 
vegetables. There is milk, water 
or you can bring your own 
drink. Soda is acceptable. Ener-
gy drinks or coffee are not al-
lowed. You sit at tables, with an 
average of about 10 seats at the 
circular tables, and averaging 
about 20 kids on the big bench 
tables. There are no assigned 
seats for lunch. You sit freely 
wherever you please, as long as 
you sit at a table, stay seated and have respectful behavior.  
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Academy classes 
 

 Academy classes are a big part of JRG.  They allow you 
to expand and explore your interests, whether it is in tech ed, 
art, music or health classes.  These 
classes are often hands-on learning.  

A lot of people have questions on 
the difference between academy 
and core classes.  Academy classes 
are 40-minute classes, and you 
have some choice about what you 
can take.  In seventh grade stu-
dents may take band and/or choir, Spanish or French, tech 
education, computers, art, health and physical education.  Ac-

ademic Core Extension (ACE) 
courses for social studies and 
science are also held during 
academy times.  ACE classes 
are taught opposite PE. 

Even though you may want to 
try all of these classes, we 
don’t have enough time and 
spaces to have you do every-
thing. The choices increase as 
you move into eighth grade.  
Your classes may change 

throughout four quarters. Seventh grade has their academy 
classes in hours 5, 9 and 10.   

We hope you will love the op-
portunity to explore academy 
classes next year. 



The JRG Experience...                                           10   

 

Teams 

      
Each grade is separated into 4 different teams, called the 
Swampies, the Everglades, the Bayous and the Lagoons.  Stu-
dents on a team all have the same Core teachers (Social Stud-
ies, Language Arts, Math, and Science), but Academy classes 
consist of a mixture of students from each team. If you are a 
member of the Lagoon team, all of your classmates in your 
Language Arts class would also be Lagoons.  A Lagoon and an 
Everglade would not be in the same Language Arts class, but 
might be in Art or another Academy class together.   
 
Because the Core teachers only teach the students from their 
own team, they are able to develop a more personal connec-
tion to each student.  Also, the team approach allows for less 
confusion if there is a change to the daily schedule.  For ex-
ample, the camp trips for 7th graders, and the college tours for 
8th graders are separated by teams, with each team attending 
the field trip together.  Team size averages about 90-100 stu-
dents each, depending on the total number of students per 
grade.   
 
Teams occasionally compete with each other during school-
sponsored events, such as charity fundraisers.  Teams help us 
learn to work together, preparing us for the future, because 
many careers require the ability to work together within a 
team environment. 
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Changing classes 

Changing classes is a pretty easy thing. In between classes 

most kids go to their lockers and get different books for their 

next couple classes. Instead of keeping books and notebooks 

in a desk in a classroom, you keep all of that stuff in your 

locker. Using a locker is pretty easy, although it can be tricky 

at first. While it might be tempting not to lock your locker so 

that you can open it more quickly, you should lock it to keep 

your stuff safe. 

Your TLC teacher can 

help you plan the best 

times to stop at your 

locker. If you don't need 

to go to your locker, you 

may have extra time so 

you can get a drink or 

talk with friends; this is 

also a great time to go to 

the bathroom since in 

middle school teachers 

are less lenient on when 

they let you go to the bathroom. 

Many kids get confused the first few days but that’s ok... you 

get used to it and everyone is feeling the same way! Teach-

ers are very helpful and can help you get to your classes. 

Most of your Core classes will be near each other. If you are 

in 7th grade the majority of your classes will be upstairs ex-

cept for your academy classes (gym, choir, art etc.), and it’s 

just the opposite for 8th grade; most of your classes are 

downstairs.  

Switching classes doesn't really take a lot of time because 

usually your CORE classes are near each other. Even if you 

are going to an Academy class in another part of the school, 

you still have 3 minutes between classes, so you’ll make it. 

Don’t worry—it’s easy! 


