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August 30 
Supply Drop Off—4:30 PM 
 

ROCKS Kick Off and Open 
House—5:30-7:00 PM 
 
September 5 
First Day of School 

A Glance 

Mosquito Hill Field Trip for 7th Graders 
We have an exciting opportunity for our seventh grade students this year! Each team will be 
participating in an all-day field trip to Mosquito Hill, located in New London coming up in September. 
Here, students will be taking part in two different sessions. One session will include an ecology tour 
on the Overlook Trail. This .89 mile walking trail will include information about how animals survive 
winter, the importance of prairies and plantings, pond ecology, water changes as well as tree leaves 
changing colors and how this all changes from fall to winter. 
 
The second session is an eco-challenge, where students will focus on group cooperation, problem 
solving and leadership skills while also learning about the environment. Each obstacle is no more 
than twenty-four inches off the ground and centers around concepts such as migration, migration, 
interconnectedness, symbiosis and carrying capacity.  
 
 This field trip will occur during school hours, so no adjustments 
will need to be made to any before/after school activities. The 
cost will be $5.00 per student. Teachers will be handing out 
permission slips to students at the beginning of the school year.  
 
If you have any questions about this unique learning experience, 
please contact the assistant principal, Emily Behnke at 
ebehnke@kimberly.k12.wi.us, for more information.  

Meet Ashley Duda, Dean of Students 
Hello JRG Families. I am excited and honored to be joining JRG and the 
Kimberly Area School District as a Dean of Students. I started my career 
in education as a School Counselor in the Kaukauna Area School district 
after graduating with my Masters in Counseling from the University of 
Wisconsin-Stout. After being a School Counselor for six years I decided to 
step into the world of School Administration. I earned a second Masters in 
Educational Leadership from Viterbo University and had the privilege to 
serve the Marinette School District as an Associate Principal and Principal 
of Marinette Middle School. 
 
My husband and I both grew up in the Green Bay area and have decided 
to plant our roots in the Fox Valley where we currently live with our dog 
Millie. Together we enjoy spending time with our families, traveling, and 
being outdoors. 

I am excited to be joining this school and district community! Please feel free to contact me with any 
questions you may have.  Go Gators! 

Hello Gator Families! 
 
I hope this newsletter finds you doing well and enjoying the month of August.  The past months have 
certainly been busy times here at JRG.  Our teachers, custodial staff and admin team have been 
working hard getting ready to welcome you all to another wonderful year of learning and 
growing!  We are committed to helping all of our learners be the best version of themselves as 
responsible and confident problem solvers.  We do this by working to create a sense of belonging for 
all of the students as part of the JRG family.  That being said, we truly appreciate the partnership we 
have with our parents and families working together to help each and every student be successful as 
they continue on their educational journey. 
 
Please take a moment to review this August newsletter in preparation for a great 23-24 year, paying 
special attention to: 

• Our Annual Update in Infinite Campus 

• Our New and Improved Open House / Follow the Schedule Night 

• Our ROCKS club pledge  
 
I am excited and looking forward to seeing you all in a few weeks.  If at any time I can address any 
of your questions through the school year, please do not hesitate to reach out to me at 
920.788.7905 

https://www.outagamie.org/government/departments-n-z/parks/parks-and-natural-areas/mosquito-hill-nature-center/educational-programs-field-trips
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HL7rrMbMxO3YgIpZeRwR-YxfZRJFp3fX/view?usp=sharing
mailto:ebehnke@kimberly.k12.wi.us
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Important Dates & Summer Hours  
• August 7th 3:00 - 7:00 pm - Picture Day at JRG (*pictures can be taken at any school for grades 4K-8) 

• August 16th 7:30 – 11:30 am - Picture Day at JRG (*pictures can be taken at any school for grades 4K-8) 

• August 30th 4:30 – 5:30 pm - Supply Drop Off 

• August 30th 5:30 - 7:00 pm - Open House / Follow the Schedule Night 

• September 5th - First Day of School 
 
The JRG office summer hours are as follows (hours subject to change due to cleaning and staff availability). 
 
 Now - August 10: Monday-Thursday 7:00 am-3:45 pm (Closed on Fridays) 

August 14 - August 25: Monday-Friday 7:00 am-3:30 pm 

School Year Hours:  Monday-Friday 7:00 am-3:45 pm 

The School Day 
The school doors open at 7:00 a.m. Students who arrive prior to 7:17 a.m. will wait in the Commons. When the bell rings at 7:17 
a.m., students are dismissed to go to their lockers and then head to their TLC. Our school day begins at 7:30 a.m. in TLC, 
including daily announcements.  

JRG Open House  / Follow the Schedule Night 
August 30th JRG will be hosting an Open House / Follow the Schedule night for all students and their families.  During this time, 
students and families will get the opportunity to visit with all of the amazing staff they will see on their first day of school, and 
learn a little bit about their teachers and what to expect in class this school year. 
 
The format will be a little different from previous years. We will still have time from 4:30 - 5:30 for students to put their school 
supplies in their locker. Then, after a short gathering in the large gym at 5:30, students and parents will follow the first day 
schedule in order.  Teachers will host a short meet and greet to introduce themself and talk about their class.  The ROCKS kick 
off of that was typically done at this time, will be done early in the school year so that all students can hear about this great 
opportunity (see below). 
 
In order to make the Open House day most successful for our students, please note the following: 

• It would be most beneficial to have access to your student’s schedule ahead of time.  The schedule can be accessed via 
 the Infinite Campus app or printed off at home.  During the event, we will have limited availability to print schedules.  If 
 you need a schedule printed ahead of time, please do not hesitate to reach out to our main office at 920.788.7905 

• If you don’t have a parent portal account for Infinite Campus, you can request one here 

• The Infinite Campus App can be found on the Google Play or Apple store. 

• Once in the App: 
  Select your student 
  One the left hand menu, select “Schedule” 
  Select Q1 
  Scroll Down to “Day R”, for Red day.  This will be your child’s first day schedule 
 

• Please have your child drop off their supplies during the available time from 4:30-5:30 on August 30th.  If this time does not 
 work, please contact the Main Office to schedule a time. 

• School administrative staff will also be available before and after the Follow the Schedule Event to answer any further 
 questions you may have. 

ROCKS - Recognizing Our Committed KidS  
JRG ROCKS is a long standing club that promotes healthy and safe decision making to help keep our kids and JRG drug and 
alcohol free.  ROCKS promotes positive healthy and fun activities while reinforcing positive and healthy choices.   
 
When students make the promise to commit to being drug and alcohol free, they are able to participate in fun activities each and 
every month with their peers. Some of these great events are: 

• The Run for ROCKS 

• Zoo Boo 

• Bowling 

• Movie Night 

• End of the Year ROCKS lock-in 
 
To be a ROCKS member and participate in these fun events, we ask students and parents to read and sign the ROCKS Pledge 
on the next page to show your commitment to stay drug and alcohol free.   
 
ROCKS advisors for the 2023 2024 school year are: Julie Kramer, Stephanie Wild and Andrea Diamond 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdrXfQs96ps9u4lZd9fqo9y5FsleRfgSoKbP83LPZP6diZkUg/viewform
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School Fees 
Pay 2023-24 School Fees Starting August 1st! School Fees are due by September 30th. 
You have several options to pay school fees: 
 

• Preferred Method: Pay online on your Infinite Campus parent portal page, beginning, Monday, August 1st.  The usual $1.75 
credit card fee will be waived between August 1-September 31 for those paying fees online. 

• Mail a check to the school office (545 S. John Street, Kimberly, WI 54136). Checks payable to KASD. 

• If these options do not work for you at this time, please contact the main office at 920-788-7905. 
 
* Please see the School Lunch information below if you would like to have your school fees waived due to financial circumstances. 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7th Grade Fees (Required) 8th Grade Fees (Required) 

General School Fee - $30.00 
 
Physical Education Shirt - $8.00  

General School Fee $30.00 
 
Physical Education Shirt - $8.00 

For Band Students, either: 

• Instrumental (required unless students own their 
instrument) - $120.00 

 

• Percussion (covers cost of maintaining percussion 
instruments) - $40.00 

 
If you see the rental cost in your fees and you own your own 
instrument, please contact our Main Office at 788-7905. 

For Band Students, either: 

• Instrumental (required unless students own their 
instrument) - $120.00 

 

• Percussion (covers cost of maintaining percussion 
instruments) - $40.00 

 
If you see the rental cost in your fees and you own your own 
instrument, please contact the Main Office at 788-7905. 

7th Grade Fees (Optional) 8th Grade Fees (Optional) 

Student Agenda - $3.00 (students may use online tools such 
as Google Calendar and Google Classroom or purchase their 
own planner)  
 
Yearbook - Information will be coming later in the year 
from the yearbook vendor. 

Student Agenda - $3.00 (students may use online tools such 
as Google Calendar and Google Classroom or purchase their 
own planner)  
 
Yearbook - Information will be coming later in the year 
from the yearbook vendor. 

Locker Information 
Beginning on August 29th you will be able to access your student’s locker information through Infinite Campus on the student 
schedule. The student schedule will include your child’s locker information, including locker number and combination.  Locker 
sizes are: Lockers 1-876 are 12” wide / 11” deep. Lockers 2651-2954 are 14 ¾” wide / 11” deep.  

School Lunch 
Below are the links for our Free and Reduced Lunch program. If you are approved for Free and Reduce lunch, and would also 
like to have fees waived, it is necessary to also fill out the Sharing of Information form. 
 
2023-2024 Free & Reduced Meal Application 
 
Free & Reduced Meals Program Information 
 
Free & Reduced Meals -Sharing Information with Other Programs 

Additional Forms & Information 
Additional information including optional forms, school supply lists, and athletic forms can be found on the KASD website at 
Students & Parents > Forms.  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bnHaX03uVTDUabg_BZJZuMO12xHyE46X/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_lQMVyrVh9GpDrFG0MHBm-mannILnodO/view
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14OAZH0OUuX6xIT0-EHgZUDy8WlYNhofgC6k2HyhF3y8/edit
https://www.kimberly.k12.wi.us/students-and-parents/forms
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Chromebook Cases & Chargers 
The District provides cases to help protect the Chromebook. We encourage 
students not to remove the Chromebooks from these cases, including when 
charging the device. To charge the Chromebook, open the case so you are able to 
see the screen and plug it in. When you are done charging the Chromebook you 
should put the charger in the front pouch so you have it with you at all times. 
Chromebooks are the property of KASD and students are expected to treat them 
with care. Students are not allowed to decorate or personalize Chromebooks such 
as adding stickers, drawings, personal cases, etc.  

Annual Update  
The Annual Update replaces the paperwork you have completed at each school in the past. This process will guide you through 
updating and reviewing information for the upcoming school year and must be completed by the primary Parent/Guardian.  
  
Annual Update can be accessed through the Infinite Campus Parent Portal. If you do not have an Infinite Campus Parent Portal 
account or have forgotten your username or password, please visit our Infinite Campus webpage. 
   
Annual Update is open in the Parent Portal as of August 1st, and can be accessed by clicking the “Annual Update” link in the 
Parent Portal located below the user account section. For instructions and more information regarding the Annual Update process, 
please visit our Infinite Campus webpage.    
 
If you do not have computer access and need assistance with the Annual Update, please contact the JRG office at 788-
7905. 

Welcome New Staff! 

• Emily Bolden—Band 

• Ronda Dickey—Paraprofessional 

• Ashley Duda—Dean of Students 

• Jessie Hermes—Phy Ed/Health 

• Charley Hrobskey—Language Arts 

• Amy Knapp—Paraprofessional 

• Lauryn Leist—Language Arts 

• Jacob Nelson—Language Arts 

• Dan Putman—Computer Science 

• Ally Weyenberg—Paraprofessional 

• Erin Wyss—Office Manager 

• Krista Zachor—Student Services Secretary 

Missing Chargers  
Students who did not turn in their chromebook charger on the Chromebook Turn-in Day will not be issued a replacement charger 
over summer. If your student finds their charger over summer, they can just bring it with them on the 1st day of school. 
 
On the 1st day of school, if your student is still missing a chromebook charger, a new one will need to be issued to them. The 
form on the next page will need to be completed and returned. At that time, the replacement fee will be charged to their Infinite 
Campus account. 

Work Permits 
The Department of Workforce Development's Equal Rights Division has developed a new online work permit application tool. 
The Division decided to pursue an online application that would be available to the parents of minors 24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week from any computer, tablet, smartphone, or similar device. 
The application is live now. A parent can access the site using these instructions. Payment is made directly to the department 
through the application, using a credit or debit card or by ACH direct withdrawal. Once the permit application process is 
complete, the Department mails a paper copy of the permit directly to the employer. 
 
https://dwd.wisconsin.gov/er/laborstandards/workpermit/ 

https://dwd.wisconsin.gov/er/laborstandards/workpermit/
https://dwd.wisconsin.gov/er/laborstandards/workpermit/
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Traffic Flow at Morning Drop-off and Afternoon Pick-up—WE NEED YOUR HELP! 
JRG experiences a high traffic volume every morning when students are getting dropped off at school.  This can lead to 
congestion in our front circle drive parking lot and a good portion of John Street in front of school.  You can help us clear this 
congestion and allow more kids to get dropped up quickly and safely by doing a few simple things: 

• Pull all the way forward to the main office door before letting your child out. This allows us to get more cars in at a time 
and more kids dropped off. 

• Consider dropping your child off on a nearby street and have them walk the rest of the way when possible. 

• Keep inside the coned area.   

• We also ask that you refrain from parking in the circle drive before 2:40pm while waiting for your child before the end of 
the school day.   

• For safety reasons, parents may not pick their child up in the south lot by the stadium. This area is reserved for buses 
only.   

• Also for safety reasons, parents may not pick their child up in the driveway on the north side of the building or in the rear 
staff lot.   

 
Thanks for your cooperation in helping keep our kids safe and on time for school. 

Walk Your Wheels 
For safety reasons, Do Not Ride on School Property. 
If you ride your bike, skateboard, or any other form of “wheels” to school, please note that you may not  ride them before and 
after school - you must walk them on the school grounds. There are signs at all entry points to the property informing students of 
when they need to “Walk Their Wheels.” Once a student reaches campus, they will need to walk their bike, pick up their 
skateboard, etc.  This is for the safety of the entire student and staff population. 
 
Bike racks are located near the South Parking Lot and near the Main Office entrance. 

Crossing Information for Students Walking or Biking from Combined Locks 

With the addition of stoplights at Wallace Street and S. Washington Street, the Village of Kimberly has designated that 
intersection as the pedestrian crossing and will no longer have a crossing guard at the intersection of Barbara Street and S. 
Washington Street. For safety reasons, students should cross S. Washington at the stoplight at Wallace Street.  

 

Bus Transportation 
Bus information will be available to view in Infinite Campus the week before school begins.  You will be able to find this 
information under "More" and the area "Bus Transportation".  
 
Please contact Lamers Bus Services at 920-832-8800 ext. 2 with any questions. Please do not call the district with questions 
regarding your routes, as we do not have this information.  
 



Please Help JRG Become Fragrance-Free 
JRG is attempting to limit fragrances in our school. One of our teachers was diagnosed with Mast Cell Disease, similar to Mast 
Cell Activation Syndrome. This is a rare disorder and one that has significant consequences to the person with the diagnosis. 
Mast cells are necessary for life and play a major role in our body’s immune system.  When mast cells function normally, they 
keep a person healthy. With Mast Cell Disease, the body has too many mast cells and they are very reactive, which in turn 
causes an autoimmune reaction (essentially, the body is attacked by its own immune system). The disease is often 
misdiagnosed, and comes with a long list of possible triggers and symptoms.    
In the case of our teacher, we need your help with a specific trigger that causes significant and at times debilitating symptoms - 
fragrances such as  cologne, after shave lotion, perfume, perfumed lotion, fragranced hair products, and/or similar products. By 
reducing exposure to these triggers, symptoms will also be reduced.  We are asking our families for any and all help they can 
provide in reducing fragrances coming into JRG. Your assistance in minimizing or eliminating fragrances can help not only this 
teacher, but also other students who have sensitivities and allergies related to fragrances by improving indoor air quality (please 
see the American Lung Association for more information on indoor air quality). 
If you have questions, please feel free to contact our District Nurse, Katy Dedering, or Principal Rob DeLain. We appreciate your 
support! 

Gator News Summer Edition • J.R. Gerritts Middle School •  Page 9  

Emergency Medications  
Please be aware that emergency medications that are provided for use during the school day will not be accessible after school 
hours. Parents and students plan ahead to have emergency medication available during after school activities such as clubs and 
sports. If an emergency arises and a student does not have their emergency medication available, 911 will be called.  

A Note From The Health Room—Inhalers 
If your student is carrying their own inhaler to school, please make sure it has their name or initials on the inhaler itself. 
Throughout the year, inhalers are a common item left behind and having initials on it will allow us to return it to the proper 
person.  

Meningitis 
Meningitis is an infection of fluid surrounding the brain and the spinal cord and causes blood infections. Anyone can get 
meningococcal disease. Meningococcal infections can be treated with drugs such as penicillin. Still, about one out of every ten 
people who get the disease dies from it, and many others are affected for life. This is why preventing the disease through good 
hygiene (i.e.: good hand washing and not sharing water bottles) and use of meningococcal vaccine is important. 
 
The vaccine is not mandated for school attendance, but the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recommend the 
immunization for students at the preadolescent doctor’s visit (11 to 12-year-olds). (See the CDC website or talk with your health 
care provider.) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mast_cell_activation_syndrome
http://www.lung.org/support-and-community/corporate-wellness/create-a-lung-healthy-work.html?referrer=https://www.google.com/
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Click here to access the supply list online! 

Note: Please feel free to recycle/reuse materials from year to year! 

Locker Sizes 
The student schedule will include your child’s locker information, including locker number and combination.  Locker sizes are: 
Lockers 1-876 are 12” wide / 11” deep. Lockers 2651-2954 are 14 ¾” wide / 11” deep.  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/10M91wkwXBPN4eVZqr8SBO8gvqzDMqf9OZwUomMiCGf4/edit?pli=1
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JRG Fall Sports Sign Up 
 
Any students interested in participating in fall sports at JRG should click here to access the link to fill out the Fall Sports Sign Up 
Google Form.  
All athletes must have a physical form on file to participate. All athletes and parents/guardians must also read the Sudden 
Cardiac Arrest and Concussion/Head Injury Information Sheets. All these forms can be found on the JRG website as well as the 
following pages of this newsletter. We do not require a physical form for tennis as it's more of an intramural sport. Volleyball will 
have tryouts on Sept. 5th, 6th and 7th. We keep a total of 30 players at each grade level and evenly divide them into 2 teams per 
grade level.  
 

Information regarding Concussion & Head Injury Information and Sudden Cardiac Arrest Information 
Sheets 
 
If your child will be participating in any co-curricular athletic activities during the 2023-24 school year there are a few items to be 
aware of. The Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction now requires student athletes and parents/guardians to review the 
Concussion & Head Injury Information and Sudden Cardiac Arrest Information Sheets prior to the start date of any athletic season. 
At this time any co-curricular athletics that begin in the Fall 2022 season parents/guardians and students are required to read and 
review both informational sheets. As we move forward into the Winter 2023-24 athletic season, parents/guardians and students will 
also be required to sign the KHS & JRG Concussion and SCA Agreement. Both informational sheets and the agreement can be 
found on the JRG website by clicking here. Signed forms can be turned into the JRG Main office or directly to Athletic Director, 
Mary Hammen.  
 

Girls Volleyball Try Outs 
 
Tryouts for the Girls volleyball teams will be held soon, and we would like to share more information about the process. This is an 
exciting time, but can also be a time of high emotions and tensions for parents, players, and coaches.  JRG offers two teams at 
each grade level, but because the numbers of girls interested are usually high, we must use a tryout system for this sport.  We 
hope to answer some of the questions you may have about this process. 
 
The tryout period will last 2 to 3 days and will be held in the large gym at JRG.  The 8

th
 graders will practice 3:10-4:30 and 7

th
 

graders 4:30-6:00.  Players must attend all tryout dates. 
 
Tryout dates: 
Tuesday, Sept. 5th,  1st day of tryouts 
Wednesday, Sept. 6th,  2nd day of tryouts (some cuts will be made this day) 
Thursday, Sept. 7th, 3rd day of tryouts (final cuts will be made) 
 
Each practice session will last about 1 ½ hours.  We will keep a total of 30 players.  Once the teams have been decided the 
coaches will divide the players into 2 equal teams.   
 
Many factors will go into the decision on whether or not a player makes the teams. Our coaches do the best they can to fairly 
evaluate all the players. Coaches use the same rating system for all students, and we often bring in additional coaches from middle 
and high school to help us evaluate players. Some of the factors considered are: 
 
1.  The player’s fundamental volleyball skills include passing, setting, serving and court awareness. 
2.  How the player functions as a teammate and leader. 
3.  The player’s attitude and effort. 
 
Students who do not make the team are encouraged to continue working on their skills and to tryout again next year..  Almost 
every year, we have students who make the team in grade 8 who did not make the team in grade 7 because they continued to play 
and work on their skills.  There are many ways to improve, such as playing in other organized leagues or by attending one of the 
many camps that are offered in our area. 
 
Feedback Available To Players Who Do Not Make The Team 
If a player wants to know what they could work on to better their chances next year we encourage them to ask the coaches.  They 
can either approach the coach after practice or set up a time to meet with them the next day at school.  We encourage you to allow 
the athlete to have this discussion, as it is a great life skill. If you have questions about this process, please feel free to contact me. 
 
Respectfully,  
Mary Hammen 
Athletic Director 
(920) 423-4106 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfkkigrQM-XfI8igcqvLLPf0kj0Qr51dWU6I1CABDHvkNmeuw/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0
https://www.kimberly.k12.wi.us/jr-gerritts-middle/athletics
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScyIA3IryhxDAfd4q6AKjQjWW8s6Hpztw1K1qCHUOyoQ9TqPQ/viewform
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Emily Behnke 
KASD Homeless Liaison 

920.788.7905 

Kristine Nadolski 
608.267.7338 
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