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Learning, Leadership and Laughter…The JRG Journey 

Gator News 

J.R. Gerritts Middle School • 545 S. John St. • Kimberly, WI • 920-788-7905 

November 5 
Daylight Saving Time Ends—
Turn clocks back 1 hour 
 
November 8 
Quarter 1 ends 
 
November 10 
Reception—9:00-10:00 
 

Veterans Day Program—
10:00-11:20 
 
November 13-17 
Book Fair—LMC 
 
November 15 
Early Release—2:00 
 
November 15-16 
Parent-Teacher Conference—
5:00-8:00 PM 
(see page 3 for details) 
 
November 17 
Early Release—11:20 
 
November 20 
ROCKS Bowling—4:30-8:45 
PM 
 
November 23-24 
No School 
 
November 27 
Choir Concert—7:00 PM 
 
December 5 
7th Grade Vision Screening 
 
December 7 
Fall Fundraiser Delivery—3:00
-5:00 in the Commons 
 
December 7-8 
Fall Play—7:00 PM 
 
December 9 
Fall Play—2:00 & 7:00 PM 
 
December 12 
Band Concert  
7th Grade—6:30 
8th Grade—7:30 
 
December 15 
Early Release—11:20 
 
December 25-January 1 
No School 

 
 

 A Glance 

Veterans Day Ceremony: Friday, November 10, 2023  
On Friday, November 10, 2023 JRG will be hosting a Veterans Day Ceremony beginning at 10:00 
a.m. in the large gym. There will be a short reception for veterans and their families starting at 9:00 
in the small gym until the start of the ceremony. As always, we welcome our community members to 
attend this special event to honor our veterans. Those attending are asked to check in through the 
main office before going to the program. During this ceremony, our band and choir will perform and 
our top finalists from Patriot's Pen Essay Contest will present their writing. We hope you will join 
us!    

Hello, Gator Families 
 
I began my November greeting last year by expressing my disbelief that at the time, it was 70 
degrees.  A year later, we are enjoying our first snowfall of the year.  Although the weather in 
Wisconsin remains unpredictable, the only thing that remains true this time of year is the season to 
give thanks. 
 
First and foremost, we want to thank our Veterans for their selfless sacrifices to their country so that 
we may all be free.  I invite all of our family and community members to recognize our Veterans at 
our annual JRG Veterans Day Ceremony on November 10th at 10:00am.  More information can be 
found further in this newsletter.  
 
We are thankful for our upcoming opportunity to come together for our in-person JRG Parent-
Teacher conferences on November 15th and 16th.  For our teachers and families, these valuable 
conversations provide us an opportunity to understand how we can best meet each student’s needs. 
At JRG, we have been working on engaging our students’ minds and voices to understand their 
unique needs to help them achieve the next level of success.  Just this past week, I had the fortune 
of sitting down with a group of our students to discuss together how we could better understand 
what we’re doing well and what we can do better to help them find success every day at JRG.  It 
was a great reminder that our student’s heads are always filled with rich insight, solutions, and 
fantastic questions.  I look forward to having these conversations again soon. 
 
Thanks to our Student Council and the students of JRG who collected 2095 food items through our 
recent annual food drive.  These items will be donated to St. Joe’s Food Pantry, serving families 
across the Fox Cities, and right here at JRG. 
 
Thanks to all of our students and our community members working together to keep JRG drug and 
alcohol free.  Last week we recognized students’ commitment to being drug and alcohol free by 
hosting 300 students at Urban Air for our October ROCKS outing.  As part of our continued 
commitment to student safety and well-being, we held our first drug dog search, and I am very 
proud to say nothing was found as a result.  This is proof that our school and community are 
working together to help keep our students safe.  
  
And, as always, a huge thanks to you, our families and community members for a great first quarter 
of the school year.  We can not do the work we do every day without your support to help every 
student reach their potential every day.  Please do not hesitate to reach out to me at any time 
should you ever have any questions or concerns.  I can be reached at rdelain@kimberly.k12.wi.us 
or 920.788.7905 

 
Thanks, and Be Kind 
 
Rob DeLain, 
Principal 
 

mailto:rdelain@kimberly.k12.wi.us
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Penny War: November 6th - 10th  
JRG Student Council is putting together its first penny war. Starting Monday, November 6th, all TLCs are competing to raise the 
most money to adopt a local family this holiday season.  
 
The top TLC from both 7th and 8th grade will earn a prize. This penny war also includes a sabotage element! Students can bring 
in any form of money for their TLC. However, if a student brings in quarters, they can go into other TLCs before school and 
during passing time to add them to other TLCs. Quarters will subtract $0.25 from the TLC’s total.  
 
The final day that all money must be in the TLC bins is Friday, November 10th. Happy Collecting! 
 
Thank you for helping those in need this holiday season! 
 

Our School Store Is Open!  

Get ready to show your Gator pride with our latest and greatest collection of 
spirited gear. From classic tees to cozy hoodies, we've got something for 
everyone. Missed out on past Gator apparel? No worries! Dive into nostalgia 
with our Vintage Gator Apparel page and relive those unforgettable moments.  
 
Visit the School Store and gear up to make a splash in style!   The store can 
also be accessed from the main page of our website. 

Trick or Can Food Drive A Success 
The Trick or Can food drive raised 2,095 items for St Joe’s 
Food Pantry.  
 
Congratulations Mr. Chalupny, for making the best 
sculpture, and Mr Leih and Mrs Heinritz for bringing in the 
most cans.  
 
Thank you to all of the students who were able to donate 
food items.  

https://foxcitiesembroidery.chipply.com/JRgerrittsgators/
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https://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bf/gerrittsmiddleschool
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https://www.kimberly.k12.wi.us/departments/mental-health-resources/alcohol-drug-awareness
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https://www.eventbrite.com/e/jrg-rocks-bowling-at-buzz-social-tickets-739340847377?aff=oddtdtcreator
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Clubs and Activities 
Sporting Events can be found on the Athletic page of this newsletter and on the Athletic calendar on the JRG website.  

All other clubs and activities can be found here and will be posted on the School Events calendar 
 

 
Alliance Club—3:05-3:45 Contact: Ms. Barlow, Student Services, or Ms. Startup, rm 231 
 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month  

 
Art Club—3:05-4:00 Contact: Ms. Dagesse, rm 436 
 November: 6, 13, 20, 27  December: 4, 11, 18  

  
Computer Science Club—3:05-4:00    Contact: Ms. Knaus, rm 101 
 November: 13, 20, 27     December: 4, 11, 18   
 January: 8, 15, 22, 29   February: 5, 12, 19, 26   March: 4, 11, 18    
 April: 8, 15, 22, 29   May: 6, 13, 20  

 
Dungeons and Dragons/Chess Club—3:05-4:00  Contact: Mr. Kortenhof, rm. 126  
 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month 

 
Girls Who Code—3:00-4:00 Contact: Ms. Knaus, room 101 
 November: 7, 14 

 
Math Olympiad—3:00-4:00 Contact: Ms. Baetke, rm 214 or Ms. Fellner, rm 216 
 Informational Meeting in Room 216: Thursday, November 2 

 
School Store—during lunch hours Contact: Ms. Schultz, rm 235, or Ms. Benzinger, rm 120 
 Will be open Wednesdays during lunch and recess  

https://www.kimberly.k12.wi.us/jr-gerritts-middle/athletics
https://www.kimberly.k12.wi.us/jr-gerritts-middle/calendar/monthly/2021/09


Athletic Corner 
Sporting Events and Event Locations can be found on the Athletic calendar 

Health Physicals and Concussion Forms 
Please note that all physicals and concussion forms must be turned in prior to the 1st practice.  Physicals are good for 2 years.  If 
you are unsure of the date of your child’s last physical, please call the Main Office for assistance.   
 
The forms can be found on the Athletic tab of our website as well as here: 
Physical Form 
Concussion/Code of Conduct Form 

Contacting Our Athletic Director, Mary Hammen 
Mary Hammen, our Athletic Director retired as a teacher at the end of last year, but has agreed to continue on as Athletic Director 
for JRG.  While she is no longer in the building full days, she is still accessible via email at mhammen@kimberly.k12.wi.us or by 
phone, extension 4106. 

Please see the  
Athletic Calendar on 
our website for event 

addresses 
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Boys Basketball 
Games begin at 4:00 unless otherwise noted 

Game order and Location Addresses can be found on the  
Athletic Page Calendar 

 
 Red     White 
 November    November 
 
 2: at Kimberly    2: at Woodworth 
 7: at Kimberly    6: at Menasha 
 13: at Kimberly    7: at Neenah 
 20: at Kimberly    9: at Menasha 
 21: at Kimberly    14: at Kimberly 
 28: at Woodworth   20: at Theisen 
 29: at Neenah (3:45 game time) 28: at Kimberly 
 30: at Kimberly    30: at Kaukauna 
 
 December    December 
 
 4: at Theisen    5: at Kimberly 
 12: at Neenah    7: at Kimberly 

https://www.kimberly.k12.wi.us/jr-gerritts-middle/athletics
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1o2s9qeo0ci3RMcHl-jhIH_WFYCBaRkbH/view
https://campussuite-storage.s3.amazonaws.com/prod/3056/524311e2-0c90-11e6-b537-22000bd8490f/2637980/bd29065e-3238-11ee-9a1c-0a58a9feac02/file/JR%20GERRITTS%20MIDDLE%20SCHOOL%20ATHLETIC%20AGREEMENT%20CARD%2023%2024.docx%20(1).pdf
mailto:mhammen@kimberly.k12.wi.us
https://www.kimberly.k12.wi.us/jr-gerritts-middle/athletics
https://www.kimberly.k12.wi.us/jr-gerritts-middle/athletics


 

 

 

Work Permits 
The Department of Workforce Development's Equal Rights Division has developed a new online work permit application tool. 
The Division decided to pursue an online application that would be available to the parents of minors 24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week from any computer, tablet, smartphone, or similar device. 
 
The application is live now. A parent can access the site using these instructions. Payment is made directly to the department 
through the application, using a credit or debit card or by ACH direct withdrawal. Once the permit application process is 
complete, the Department mails a paper copy of the permit directly to the employer. 
 
https://dwd.wisconsin.gov/er/laborstandards/workpermit/ 

Cell Phone Usage  
We pride ourselves on providing a high quality learning experience for all students. To ensure optimal learning and minimal 
distractions, all students will be required to put their cell phones in a cell phone pocket holder in each of their classrooms or 
leave it in their locker. If a student needs their cell phone during class time, they must communicate and get permission from 
their teacher.  
 
Students will be allowed to use their cell phones before school, during passing times, during lunch, and after school. Students 
who fail to comply with these expectations will have the situation addressed with administration.  

Appointments and Forgotten Item Drop-Off  
Attendance is managed through the Main Office at JRG. If your student will be arriving late to school, please call the Main Office 
so we can update attendance as soon as possible. We also understand that students need to leave school during the day for 
various reasons. If you are aware that your student will be leaving during the day, please call or have them stop in the 
Main Office with a note in the morning to get a pass. Your student’s teachers are notified through Infinite Campus of any 
absences. If you know that someone other than yourself is picking up your student, please let the office know in advance. For 
safety purposes, we cannot allow a student to leave with someone other than a parent, guardian, emergency contact or an 
individual you have specified. A staff member will need to contact you prior to allowing entry into the building if someone other 
than one listed above arrives to pick up your student.  
 
If you are dropping off a forgotten item for your student, we have a cart located in the Main Office for your convenience. Please 
ensure that all items are labelled clearly with your student’s name. We will email the student to let them know something has 
arrived for them.  
 
Thank you for your help in making JRG a safe place for our students.  

Attendance Messages  
Your child’s safety is our top priority. For this reason, we send a message home via phone, email and text if a student has been 
marked absent for 2 or more periods. This is not intended to be a negative message, but rather a verification that your student is 
safe. At times, our voicemail system has been known to drop, or not save messages properly which may be why we try to 
contact you even though you have called in prior to the start of the school day.  
 
If you have any questions or concerns, feel free to contact us at 788-7905.  

Alcohol, Drug and Vaping Awareness 
JR Gerritts and the Kimberly Area School district are dedicated to helping all students stay drug, alcohol and tobacco free.  Our 
district website contains several valuable awareness resources  to help parents and families keep kids safe from chemical use 
and addiction.  More information can be found here.   
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Agendas Available to Purchase 
If you would like to purchase an agenda for your student, you can do so in a couple of ways: 
 *  Add the Agenda Fee from the optional fees dropdown menu on your Infinite Campus Parent Portal and pay online.  
  Have your student stop in the Main Office to pick it up once paid. 
 *  Have your student bring $3 to the Main Office. 

A Reminder From Lamers Bus  
Bus students may not ride on a bus that is not their designated bus route. Non-bus students may not ride on any bus route. 
Please see page 3 in the Transportation Handbook for details. If you have further questions, please call Lamers Bus Lines at 
(920) 832-8800.  

Safety Reminder For Visitors 
For the safety of our students and staff, we would like to remind all parents and visitors to sign in and receive a visitor badge in 
our Main Office prior to entering the building.  The visitor badge must be visible and worn at all times while in the building. 
 
Thank you for your help in keeping our school a safe place! 

https://dwd.wisconsin.gov/er/laborstandards/workpermit/
https://dwd.wisconsin.gov/er/laborstandards/workpermit/
https://www.kimberly.k12.wi.us/departments/mental-health-resources/alcohol-drug-awareness
https://campussuite-storage.s3.amazonaws.com/prod/3056/524311e2-0c90-11e6-b537-22000bd8490f/2654469/3533bd72-4c2b-11ee-a25a-0a58a9feac02/file/2023%20transportation%20handbook.pdf


Traffic Flow at Morning Drop-off and Afternoon Pick-up— 
WE NEED YOUR HELP! 
JRG experiences a high traffic volume every morning when students are getting 
dropped off at school.  This can lead to congestion in our front circle drive parking lot 
and a good portion of John Street in front of school.  You can help us clear this 
congestion and allow more kids to get dropped up quickly and safely by doing a few 
simple things: 
 

• Pull all the way forward to the main office door before letting your child out. 
This allows us to get more cars in at a time and more kids dropped off. 

• Consider dropping your child off on a nearby street and have them walk the 
rest of the way when possible. 

• Keep inside the coned area.   

• For safety reasons, parents may not pick their child up in the south lot by the 
stadium. This area is reserved for buses only.   

• Also for safety reasons, parents may not pick their child up in the driveway on 
the north side of the building or in the rear staff lot.   

 
Thanks for your cooperation in helping keep our kids safe and on time for school. 

 

Walk Your Wheels 
For safety reasons, Do Not Ride on School Property. 
If you ride your bike, skateboard, or any other form of “wheels” to school, please note that you may not  ride them before and 
after school - you must walk them on the school grounds. There are signs at all entry points to the property informing students of 
when they need to “Walk Their Wheels.” Once a student reaches campus, they will need to walk their bike, pick up their 
skateboard, etc.  This is for the safety of the entire student and staff population. 
 
Bike racks are located near the South Parking Lot and near the Main Office entrance. 

Chromebook Cases & Chargers 
The District provides cases to help protect the Chromebook. We encourage students not to 
remove the Chromebooks from these cases, including when charging the device. To 
charge the Chromebook, open the case so you are able to see the screen and plug it in. 
When you are done charging the Chromebook you should put the charger in the front 
pouch so you have it with you at all times.  
 
Chromebooks are the property of KASD and students are expected to treat them with care. 
Students are not allowed to decorate or personalize Chromebooks such as adding stickers, 
drawings, personal cases, etc.  

No Parking in the Circle Driveway  
We ask that parents do not park or stand in the circle driveway in front of JRG when picking up students after school.  
 
This area is intended for Emergency vehicles, deliveries, and space for students needing assistance to their parent vehicles due 
to medical reasons (e.g. students on crutches…).  
 
Thank you for your help and understanding.  

Safety First  
Please remember to use the sidewalks when riding bikes to the tunnel under CE connecting the YMCA and US Venture. Do not 
ride through the YMCA parking lot or over the berm. Once on school property, students should “walk their wheels” and no longer 
ride their bikes, skateboards, etc.  
 
As part of our safety preparedness, JRG staff and students regularly participate in safety drills, and in the first several weeks we 
practice several of those drills. Staff are trained in how to respond in each circumstance, and receive refresher training at least 
annually.  
 
Drills we practice early in the school year include: Fire Drills, Severe Weather/Tornado Drills and Secure Classroom Drills.  
 
For more information about school safety, see our Student/Parent Handbook, or feel free to contact Ryan Hermus, our building 
safety coordinator, or Assistant Principal, Ashley Duda if you have questions or concerns.  
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Emergency Medications  
Please be aware that emergency medications that are provided for use during the school day will not be 
accessible after school hours. Parents and students plan ahead to have emergency medication available 
during after school activities such as clubs and sports. If an emergency arises and a student does not have 
their emergency medication available, 911 will be called.  

A Note From The Health Room—Inhalers 
If your student is carrying their own inhaler to school, please make sure it has their name or initials on the 
inhaler itself. Throughout the year, inhalers are a common item left behind and having initials on it will allow us 
to return it to the proper person.  

H 

E 

A 

L 

T 

H 

 

N 

E 

W 

S 
 

Covid Protocols 
Please see the District’s Covid guidelines, including information on when to keep your child at home by 
following this link which will take you to the District’s Health Service page. 

My Child Doesn’t Feel Well While at School—What Should They Do?  
If your child is at school and does not feel well, our health room is located in the Main Office. Students will then 
be evaluated by the Health Assistant or an office staff member. We ask that students not contact home on 
their own without first being evaluated in the health room. For most concerns, 10-15 minutes of rest helps 
tremendously and the student is able to return to class for the remainder of the day. All students are 
encouraged to carry a water bottle with them to stay hydrated throughout the day.  
 
JRG is equipped to offer certain stock medications in pill form only. These medications include regular and 
extra strength acetaminophen, ibuprofen, and Benadryl. To dispense these medications to a student, we need 
to have a form completed by a parent indicating which medications we can provide as well as the dosage. This 
form was included in this year’s Annual Update. If your student needs cough drops, Tums, or non-pill forms of 
pain relieving medications, you may provide them from home in their original containers. They will be kept in 
the health room for those times your student needs them.  
 
Our main goal is to help students return to class and continue learning. If their temperature is over 100 
degrees or other symptoms dictate, parents will be contacted by the health assistant, office staff, or permission 
will be given to the student to call.  
 
Please take a moment to discuss this process with your student. If you have any questions about this process, 
please call the office at 788-7905.  

Collecting Homework Due to Illness  
If your student is missing school days due to illness and you would like to gather their homework, please have 
your student check their Google Classroom for assignments or have them email their teachers directly. 
Teacher email addresses consist of the teacher’s first initial, last name@kimberly.k12.wi.us (eg. Joe Smith 
would be jsmith@kimberly.k12.wi.us).  
 
If you expect books or paperwork to be brought to the office by your student’s teachers, please call the office 
first to ensure the work is available.  

Texting Home When Not Feeling Well 
Please remind your student that they should go to the Health Room located in the Main Office if they are not  
feeling well.  There, staff will evaluate symptoms and provide assistance as needed.  If symptoms dictate,  
students will always be allowed to contact home.   
 
We respectfully request that students do not text home prior to visiting the health room.  
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mH7hzaHbtFD4M3NZjpQrFJNG-ycWWvHnZ6s8SBjLEX0/edit
https://www.kimberly.k12.wi.us/departments/health-services/covid-19
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The Kimberly Area School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, (including limited English proficiency), ancestry, creed, 
pregnancy, marital status, parental status, sexual orientation, homelessness status, sex, including transgender status, change of sex or gender identity, disability, 

age (except as authorized by law), military status or physical, mental, emotional, or learning disability in any of its student programs or activities.  
 

J.R. Gerritts Middle School * 545 S. John Street * Kimberly, WI 54136  
(P) 920-788-7905 (F) 920-788-7914 (E) JRG@kimberly.k12.wi.us  

Follow JRG on Instagram, ‘Like’ Us on Facebook 
 
JRG can be found on Facebook at Facebook.com/JRGerritts.   
In addition, JRG is now on Instagram at JRGMSOfficial. 
 
These resources are used to provide occasional school-wide updates and for reminders about various upcoming 
events.  Families also find it's fun to check out the hundreds of pictures of students participating in events, activities 
and other learning experiences at JRG.    

 
Additional Opportunities Available on the KASD Community Events Page 

While many community opportunities are included in our weekly newsletters, additional events and opportunities are 
also posted on the District webpage under Community Events, or by clicking here.  Links to items such as Park and 
Rec opportunities, community dances, educational opportunities, speakers, and local festivals can be found there. 
 

Are you on our mailing list?  
We want to ensure parents of young children (age 0-5) in our District are on our mailing list, so you can receive information 
relative to your child’s age group, such as early childhood screening information or 4K and 5K registration information. We also 
need to have information for all children age 0-21 for state reporting.  Click on this link https://goo.gl/DFjSne to complete the 
census form, or complete and mail the census form found here https://goo.gl/TkNvX6. If you know of other families with children 
in our District that may not be in our system, please help us by sharing this information with them.  

Project Starfish Intended to Help Families in Financial Need 
Limited Financial Assistance is available for activities, events and programs at JRG Middle School through Project Starfish. 
 
In partnership with U. S. Ventures, Inc., JRG is proud to Continue its participation with Project Starfish.  Project Starfish 
provides an opportunity for students to develop a plan to volunteer within the school community and "pay it forward" in an effort 
to make a difference to others.  This could be anything from helping clean up school property; helping in the office, weeding, or 
an approved project the student may self select. Participants in Project Starfish remain confidential, must demonstrate financial 
hardship and must complete their volunteer work prior to the activity.  
 
Forms to participate in Project Starfish can be picked up in the Student Services office.   Submission of a request does not 
guarantee assistance. 

Family Move - Outside of the Kimberly Area School District  
When a family moves outside of the Kimberly Area School District, students may continue to attend the school where they are 
currently enrolled if they qualify for a Tuition Waiver (obtained from the district office). Students who qualify for a Tuition Waiver 
are entitled to continue their enrollment through the waiver period. However, they are required to apply for Open Enrollment 
during the next Open Enrollment application period if they want to remain in the Kimberly Area School District after the Tuition 
Waiver has expired.  
 
For additional information, please contact Christina Vander Zanden ( cvanderzanden@kimberly.k12.wi.us ). 
 

Family Move - Within the Kimberly Area School District  
When a family move occurs within the Kimberly Area School District, students may continue to attend the school where they are 
currently enrolled even though their residence has changed to another Kimberly Area School District attendance area.  
 
Parents who wish to have their student(s) remain in the same school after a move within the school district must complete the 
School Request Form located on the district website under Student & Parents>Enrollment>Attendance and return it to the 
district office Attn: Sara Vogel.  
 
For additional information regarding school request contact Sara Vogel at (920)423-4122.  
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http://www.kimberly.k12.wi.us/community/community-events
https://docs.google.com/a/kimberly.k12.wi.us/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdtO4vXWxAQGfac3yUOmD-9ID5DYvR-zjgtu8A0qb0D2IcaqQ/viewform?c=0&w=1
https://www.kimberly.k12.wi.us/students-and-parents/forms






Emily Behnke 
KASD Homeless Liaison 

920.788.7905 

Kristine Nadolski 
608.267.7338 




