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The School Day 
The school doors open at 7:00 a.m. Students who arrive prior to 7:17 a.m. will wait in the 
Commons. When the bell rings at 7:17 a.m., students are dismissed to go to their lockers and then 
head to their TLC. Our school day begins at 7:30 a.m. in TLC, including daily announcements.  

Important Dates & Summer Hours  

• August 7th 3:00 - 7:00 pm - Picture Day at JRG (*pictures can be taken at any school for 

grades 4K-8) 

• August 16th 7:30 – 11:30 am - Picture Day at JRG (*pictures can be taken at any school 

for grades 4K-8) 

• August 30th 4:30 – 5:30 pm - Supply Drop Off 

• August 30th 5:30 - 7:00 pm - ROCKS Kick Off and Open House 

• September 5th - First Day of School 

The JRG office summer hours are as follows (hours subject to change due to cleaning and staff 

availability). 

Feel free to call 788-7905 to check office availability: 

Now - August 10: Monday-Thursday 7:00 am-3:45 pm (Closed on Fridays) 

August 14 - August 25: Monday-Friday 7:00 am-3:30 pm 

School Year Hours:  Monday-Friday 7:00 am-3:45 pm 

Hello JRG Families! 
 
I hope you are enjoying a wonderful and relaxing summer.  Even 
though there is plenty of summer to enjoy, we are looking forward to 
all being together again for an exceptional year of learning and 
personal growth. Please take a moment to review the included 
information with important dates, notices and forms to help you 
prepare for the 2023-24 school year. Another newsletter will follow in 
a few weeks with more information on the start of the school year.  In 
the meantime, if you have specific questions, please do not hesitate 
to reach out to the JRG office at 920.788.7905.  Take care and enjoy 
the rest of your summer! 
 
Rob DeLain - JRG Principal 
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JRG Picture Days 
When you are here for Picture Day: 
Pictures will be taken in the JRG Commons. Park in the South 
(Stadium) Lot and enter through Door 20S. Once the photo 
has been taken you can proceed to the band/choir hallway and 
exit through door 19S, bringing you back out to the South 
Parking Lot. 

• Aside from the Commons, the rest of the school will be 
closed during Picture Days. Items cannot be dropped 
off at this time (including medications, school supplies 
or other materials). 

• Students may drop supplies off on Wednesday, 
August 30th from 4:30-5:30 pm.  
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Picture Days—Continued  
Parking available in the South Parking Lot (stadium lot) 
Enter through the doors to the Commons (Door 20S) 
Exit through the doors in the Band/Choir hall (Door 19S) 

 
Commons: 

 

• Network Photography for yearbook photos 
 

 
Main Office: 

 

• The main office will be staffed during Picture Days, however, this is only to assist Network Photography. Any questions 
regarding the annual update, fees, or scheduling questions please contact the main office at 920-788-7905. Please note that 
student schedules are set and it is difficult to make changes once the schedules are in place.  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

STADIUM 

PARKING  

LOT 

FRONT OF THE SCHOOL  



School Fees 
Pay 2023-24 School Fees Starting August 1st! School Fees are due by September 30th. 
You have several options to pay school fees: 
 

• Preferred Method: Pay online on your Infinite Campus parent portal page, beginning, Tuesday, August 1st 

• Mail a check to the school office (545 S. John Street, Kimberly, WI 54136). Checks payable to KASD. 

• If these options do not work for you at this time, please contact the main office at 920-788-7905. 
 

 
 
 

7th Grade Fees (Required) 8th Grade Fees (Required) 

General School Fee - $30.00 General School Fee $30.00 

Physical Education Shirt - $8.00 Physical Education Shirt - $8.00  

For Band Students, either: 

• Instrumental (required unless students own their 
instrument) - $120.00 

 

• Percussion (covers cost of maintaining percussion 
instruments) - $40.00 

 

For Band Students, either: 

• Instrumental (required unless students own their 
instrument) - $120.00 

 

• Percussion (covers cost of maintaining percussion 
instruments) - $40.00 

 

7th Grade Fees (Optional) 8th Grade Fees (Optional) 

Student Agenda - $3.00 (students may use online tools such 
as Google Calendar and Google Classroom or purchase their 
own planner) 
 
Yearbook -   Information will be coming later in the year 
from the yearbook vendor 

Student Agenda - $3.00 (students may use online tools such 
as Google Calendar and Google Classroom or purchase their 
own planner) 
 
Yearbook - Information will be coming later in the year 
from the yearbook vendor 

Annual Update Opens in Parent Portal August 1st 
The Annual Update replaces the paperwork you have completed at each school in the past. This process will guide you through 
updating and reviewing information for the upcoming school year and must be completed by the primary Parent/Guardian.  
  
Annual Update can be accessed through the Infinite Campus Parent Portal. If you do not have an Infinite Campus Parent Portal 
account or have forgotten your username or password, please visit our Infinite Campus webpage. 
   
Annual Update will be open in the Parent Portal beginning August 1st, and can be accessed by clicking the “Annual 
Update” link in the Parent Portal located below the user account section. For instructions and more information regarding the 
Annual Update process, please visit our Infinite Campus webpage.    
 

Student Schedules 
Students will be able to view their schedules in Infinite Campus beginning, Tuesday, August 1st. Please note that schedules are 
constructed based on student requests submitted during the scheduling process last school year.  
 

Supply Drop Off  
Students will be able to drop off supplies during the supply drop off on Wednesday, August 30th from 4:30-5:30pm.  Schedules 
can be viewed in Infinite Campus, and locker information will be available in Infinite Campus by August 30th. Students will 
receive their Chromebooks in their TLC on the first day of school.  

Bus Transportation 
You will be able to see your bus information in the Infinite Campus Parent Portal, beginning the week of August 1st.  You can 
find this information under "More" and the area "Bus Transportation".  

As in past years, Lamers Transportation will also be sending out postcards with this information.  Please contact Lamers Bus 
Services at 920-832-8800 ext. 2 with any questions. Please do not call the district with questions regarding your routes, as we do 
not have this information.  
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Chromebook Cases & Chargers 
The District provides cases to help protect the Chromebook. We encourage students not 
to remove the Chromebooks from these cases, including when charging the device. To 
charge the Chromebook, open the case so you are able to see the screen and plug it in. 
When you are done charging the Chromebook you should put the charger in the front 
pouch so you have it with you at all times. Chromebooks are the property of KASD and 
students are expected to treat them with care. Students are not allowed to decorate or 
personalize Chromebooks such as adding stickers, drawings, personal cases, etc.  
 

Additional Forms & Information 
Additional information including optional forms, school supply lists, and athletic forms can be found on the KASD website at 
Students & Parents > Forms.  

Missing Chargers  
Students who did not turn in their chromebook charger on the Chromebook Turn-in Day will not be issued a replacement charger 
over summer. If your student finds their charger over summer, they can just bring it with them on the 1st day of school. 
 
On the 1st day of school, if your student is still missing a chromebook charger, a new one will need to be issued to them. The 
form on the next page will need to be completed and returned. At that time, the replacement fee will be charged to their Infinite 
Campus account. 

School Lunch 
Below are the links for our Free and Reduced Lunch program. If you are approved for Free and Reduce lunch, and would also 
like to have fees waived, it is necessary to also fill out the Sharing of Information form. 
 
2023-2024 Free & Reduced Meal Application 
 
Free & Reduced Meals Program Information 
 
Free & Reduced Meals -Sharing Information with Other Programs 

Work Permits 
The Department of Workforce Development's Equal Rights Division has developed a new online work permit application tool. 
The Division decided to pursue an online application that would be available to the parents of minors 24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week from any computer, tablet, smartphone, or similar device. 
The application is live now. A parent can access the site using these instructions. Payment is made directly to the department 
through the application, using a credit or debit card or by ACH direct withdrawal. Once the permit application process is 
complete, the Department mails a paper copy of the permit directly to the employer. 
 
https://dwd.wisconsin.gov/er/laborstandards/workpermit/ 

https://www.kimberly.k12.wi.us/students-and-parents/forms
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bnHaX03uVTDUabg_BZJZuMO12xHyE46X/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_lQMVyrVh9GpDrFG0MHBm-mannILnodO/view
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14OAZH0OUuX6xIT0-EHgZUDy8WlYNhofgC6k2HyhF3y8/edit
https://dwd.wisconsin.gov/er/laborstandards/workpermit/
https://dwd.wisconsin.gov/er/laborstandards/workpermit/


Gator News Summer Edition • J.R. Gerritts Middle School •  Page 6    



Gator News Summer Edition • J.R. Gerritts Middle School •  Page 7    

Crossing Information for Students Walking or Biking from Combined Locks 
With the addition of stoplights at Wallace Street and S. Washington Street, the Village of Kimberly has designated that 
intersection as the pedestrian crossing and will no longer have a crossing guard at the intersection of Barbara Street and S. 
Washington Street. For safety reasons, students should cross S. Washington at the stoplight at Wallace Street.  

Traffic Flow at Morning Drop-off and Afternoon Pick-up—WE NEED YOUR HELP! 
JRG experiences a high traffic volume every morning when students are getting dropped off at school.  This can lead to 
congestion in our front circle drive parking lot and a good portion of John Street in front of school.  You can help us clear this 
congestion and allow more kids to get dropped up quickly and safely by doing a few simple things: 
 

• Pull all the way forward to the main office door before letting your child out. This allows us to get more cars in at a time 
and more kids dropped off. 

• Consider dropping your child off on a nearby street and have them walk the rest of the way when possible. 

• Keep inside the coned area.   

• We also ask that you refrain from parking in the circle drive before 2:40pm while waiting for your child before the end of 
the school day.   

• For safety reasons, parents may not pick their child up in the south lot by the stadium. This area is reserved for buses 
only.   

• Also for safety reasons, parents may not pick their child up in the driveway on the north side of the building or in the rear 
staff lot.   

 
Thanks for your cooperation in helping keep our kids safe and on time for school.. 

Walk Your Wheels 
For safety reasons, Do Not Ride on School Property. 
If you ride your bike, skateboard, or any other form of “wheels” to school, please note that you may not  ride them before and 
after school - you must walk them on the school grounds. There are signs at all entry points to the property informing students of 
when they need to “Walk Their Wheels.” Once a student reaches campus, they will need to walk their bike, pick up their 
skateboard, etc.  This is for the safety of the entire student and staff population. 
 
Bike racks are located near the South Parking Lot and near the Main Office entrance. 
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Note: Please feel free to recycle/reuse materials from year to year! 

Locker Sizes 
The student schedule will include your child’s locker information, including locker number and combination.  Locker sizes are: 
Lockers 1-876 are 12” wide / 11” deep. Lockers 2651-2954 are 14 ¾” wide / 11” deep.  

Click here to access the supply list online! 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/10M91wkwXBPN4eVZqr8SBO8gvqzDMqf9OZwUomMiCGf4/edit?pli=1


Please Help JRG Become Fragrance-Free 
JRG is attempting to limit fragrances in our school. One of our teachers was diagnosed with Mast Cell Disease, similar to Mast 
Cell Activation Syndrome. This is a rare disorder and one that has significant consequences to the person with the diagnosis. 
Mast cells are necessary for life and play a major role in our body’s immune system.  When mast cells function normally, they 
keep a person healthy. With Mast Cell Disease, the body has too many mast cells and they are very reactive, which in turn 
causes an autoimmune reaction (essentially, the body is attacked by its own immune system). The disease is often 
misdiagnosed, and comes with a long list of possible triggers and symptoms.    

In the case of our teacher, we need your help with a specific trigger that causes significant and at times debilitating symptoms - 
fragrances such as  cologne, after shave lotion, perfume, perfumed lotion, fragranced hair products, and/or similar products. By 
reducing exposure to these triggers, symptoms will also be reduced.  We are asking our families for any and all help they can 
provide in reducing fragrances coming into JRG. Your assistance in minimizing or eliminating fragrances can help not only this 
teacher, but also other students who have sensitivities and allergies related to fragrances by improving indoor air quality (please 
see the American Lung Association for more information on indoor air quality). 

If you have questions, please feel free to contact our District Nurse, Katy Dedering, or Principal Rob DeLain. We appreciate your 
support! 
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Emergency Medications  
Please be aware that emergency medications that are provided for use during the school day will not be accessible after school 
hours. Parents and students plan ahead to have emergency medication available during after school activities such as clubs and 
sports. If an emergency arises and a student does not have their emergency medication available, 911 will be called.  

A Note From The Health Room—Inhalers 
If your student is carrying their own inhaler to school, please make sure it has their name or initials on the inhaler itself. 
Throughout the year, inhalers are a common item left behind and having initials on it will allow us to return it to the proper 
person.  

Meningitis 
Meningitis is an infection of fluid surrounding the brain and the spinal cord and causes blood infections. Anyone can get 
meningococcal disease. Meningococcal infections can be treated with drugs such as penicillin. Still, about one out of every ten 
people who get the disease dies from it, and many others are affected for life. This is why preventing the disease through good 
hygiene (i.e.: good hand washing and not sharing water bottles) and use of meningococcal vaccine is important. 
 
The vaccine is not mandated for school attendance, but the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recommend the 
immunization for students at the preadolescent doctor’s visit (11 to 12-year-olds). (See the CDC website or talk with your health 
care provider.) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mast_cell_activation_syndrome
http://www.lung.org/support-and-community/corporate-wellness/create-a-lung-healthy-work.html?referrer=https://www.google.com/
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JRG Fall Sports Sign Up 
 
Any students interested in participating in fall sports at JRG should click here to access the link to fill out the Fall Sports Sign Up 
Google Form.  

All athletes must have a physical form on file to participate. All athletes and parents/guardians must also read the Sudden 
Cardiac Arrest and Concussion/Head Injury Information Sheets. All these forms can be found on the JRG website as well as the 
following pages of this newsletter. We do not require a physical form for tennis as it's more of an intramural sport. Volleyball will 
have tryouts on Sept. 5th, 6th and 7th. We keep a total of 30 players at each grade level and evenly divide them into 2 teams per 
grade level.  

Information regarding Concussion & Head Injury Information and Sudden Cardiac Arrest Information 
Sheets 
 
If your child will be participating in any co-curricular athletic activities during the 2023-24 school year there are a few items to be 
aware of. The Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction now requires student athletes and parents/guardians to review the 
Concussion & Head Injury Information and Sudden Cardiac Arrest Information Sheets prior to the start date of any athletic season. 
At this time any co-curricular athletics that begin in the Fall 2022 season parents/guardians and students are required to read and 
review both informational sheets. As we move forward into the Winter 2023-24 athletic season, parents/guardians and students will 
also be required to sign the KHS & JRG Concussion and SCA Agreement. Both informational sheets and the agreement can be 
found on the JRG website by clicking here. Signed forms can be turned into the JRG Main office or directly to Athletic Director, Mary 
Hammen.  

 
Girls Volleyball Try Outs 
 
Tryouts for the Girls volleyball teams will be held soon, and we would like to share more information about the process. This is an 
exciting time, but can also be a time of high emotions and tensions for parents, players, and coaches.  JRG offers two teams at each 
grade level, but because the numbers of girls interested are usually high, we must use a tryout system for this sport.  We hope to 
answer some of the questions you may have about this process. 
 
The tryout period will last 2 to 3 days and will be held in the large gym at JRG.  The 8

th
 graders will practice 3:10-4:30 and 7

th
 

graders 4:30-6:00.  Players must attend all tryout dates. 
 
Tryout dates: 
Tuesday, Sept. 5th,  1st day of tryouts 
Wednesday, Sept. 6th,  2nd day of tryouts (some cuts will be made this day) 
Thursday, Sept. 7th, 3rd day of tryouts (final cuts will be made) 
 
Each practice session will last about 1 ½ hours.  We will keep a total of 30 players.  Once the teams have been decided the coaches 
will divide the players into 2 equal teams.   
 
Many factors will go into the decision on whether or not a player makes the teams. Our coaches do the best they can to fairly 
evaluate all the players. Coaches use the same rating system for all students, and we often bring in additional coaches from middle 
and high school to help us evaluate players. Some of the factors considered are: 
 
1.  The player’s fundamental volleyball skills include passing, setting, serving and court awareness. 
2.  How the player functions as a teammate and leader. 
3.  The player’s attitude and effort. 
 
Students who do not make the team are encouraged to continue working on their skills and to tryout again next year..  Almost every 
year, we have students who make the team in grade 8 who did not make the team in grade 7 because they continued to play and 
work on their skills.  There are many ways to improve, such as playing in other organized leagues or by attending one of the many 
camps that are offered in our area. 
 
Feedback Available To Players Who Do Not Make The Team 
If a player wants to know what they could work on to better their chances next year we encourage them to ask the coaches.  They 
can either approach the coach after practice or set up a time to meet with them the next day at school.  We encourage you to allow 
the athlete to have this discussion, as it is a great life skill. If you have questions about this process, please feel free to contact me. 
 
Respectfully,  
Mary Hammen 
Athletic Director 
(920) 423-4106 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfkkigrQM-XfI8igcqvLLPf0kj0Qr51dWU6I1CABDHvkNmeuw/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0
https://www.kimberly.k12.wi.us/jr-gerritts-middle/athletics
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScyIA3IryhxDAfd4q6AKjQjWW8s6Hpztw1K1qCHUOyoQ9TqPQ/viewform
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Follow JRG on Instagram, ‘Like’ Us on Facebook 
 
JRG can be found on Facebook at Facebook.com/JRGerritts.   
In addition, JRG is now on Instagram at JRGMSOfficial. 
 
These resources are used to provide occasional school-wide updates and for reminders about 
various upcoming events.  Families also find it's fun to check out the hundreds of pictures of students 
participating in events, activities and other learning experiences at JRG.    

 
Additional Opportunities Available on the KASD Community Events Page 

While many community opportunities are included in our weekly newsletters, additional events and 
opportunities are also posted on the District webpage under Community Events, or by clicking here.  Links to 
items such as Park and Rec opportunities, community dances, educational opportunities, speakers, and 
local festivals can be found there. 

Are you on our mailing list?  
We want to ensure parents of young children (age 0-5) in our District are on our mailing list, so you can receive information 
relative to your child’s age group, such as early childhood screening information or 4K and 5K registration information. We also 
need to have information for all children age 0-21 for state reporting.  Click on this link https://goo.gl/DFjSne to complete the 
census form, or complete and mail the census form found here https://goo.gl/TkNvX6. If you know of other families with children 
in our District that may not be in our system, please help us by sharing this information with them.  

Project Starfish Intended to Help Families in Financial Need 
Limited Financial Assistance is available for activities, events and programs at JRG Middle School through Project Starfish. 
 
In partnership with U. S. Ventures, Inc., JRG is proud to continue its participation with Project Starfish.  Project Starfish provides 
an opportunity for students to develop a plan to volunteer within the school community and "pay it forward" in an effort to make 
a difference to others.  This could be anything from helping clean up school property, helping in the office, weeding, or an 
approved project the student may self select. Participants in Project Starfish remain confidential, must demonstrate financial 
hardship and must complete their volunteer work prior to the activity.  
 
Forms to participate in Project Starfish can be picked up in the Student Services office.   Submission of a request does not 
guarantee assistance. 

Family Move - Outside of the Kimberly Area School District  
When a family moves outside of the Kimberly Area School District, students may continue to attend the school where they are 
currently enrolled if they qualify for a Tuition Waiver (obtained from the district office). Students who qualify for a Tuition Waiver 
are entitled to continue their enrollment through the waiver period. However, they are required to apply for Open Enrollment 
during the next Open Enrollment application period if they want to remain in the Kimberly Area School District after the Tuition 
Waiver has expired.  
 

For additional information, please contact Christina VanderZanden at (920)423-4180 or email her at 
cvanderzanden@kimberly.k12.wi.us  
 

Family Move - Within the Kimberly Area School District  
When a family move occurs within the Kimberly Area School District, students may continue to attend the school where they are 
currently enrolled even though their residence has changed to another Kimberly Area School District attendance area.  
 
Parents who wish to have their student(s) remain in the same school after a move within the school district must complete the 
School Request Form located on the district website under Student & Parents>Enrollment>Attendance and return it to the district 
office Attn: Sara Vogel.  
 
For additional information regarding school request contact Sara Vogel at (920)423-4122.  

The Kimberly Area School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, (including limited English proficiency), ancestry, creed, 
pregnancy, marital status, parental status, sexual orientation, homelessness status, sex, including transgender status, change of sex or gender identity, disability, 

age (except as authorized by law), military status or physical, mental, emotional, or learning disability in any of its student programs or activities.  
 

J.R. Gerritts Middle School * 545 S. John Street * Kimberly, WI 54136  
(P) 920-788-7905 (F) 920-788-7914 (E) JRG@kimberly.k12.wi.us  

http://www.kimberly.k12.wi.us/community/community-events
https://docs.google.com/a/kimberly.k12.wi.us/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdtO4vXWxAQGfac3yUOmD-9ID5DYvR-zjgtu8A0qb0D2IcaqQ/viewform?c=0&w=1
https://www.kimberly.k12.wi.us/students-and-parents/forms
https://www.kimberly.k12.wi.us/departments/enrollment/attendance-area

