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NEWSLETTER 
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Principal Reflections…. 

Dates to Remember 
 

Oct. 19—Fall Family Open House 

Oct 20—Vision Screening 

Oct 26—No School 

Oct 27—No School 

 

The Kimberly Area School District does not discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, religion, national origin, ancestry, creed, pregnancy, marital 
status, parental status, sexual orientation, sex, (including transgender 
status, change of sex or gender identity), or physical, mental, emotion-
al, or learning disability ("Protected Classes") in any of its student pro-
grams and activities.   

Principal Reflections 
October 2017 

 

I have been in all of our classrooms and I can testify that our students are engaging with        
exceptional academic practices.  The literacy experiences that your children are receiving are 
based on their strengths, needs and readiness.  I am thrilled with the progress that takes 
place when we consider all of these factors.  At this time I think that it makes sense to share 
with you, that you will very likely notice in the months and years to come, that much of the way 
that our teachers facilitate learning for our students, is vastly different from the ways that each 
of us    experienced in the classroom. 
 
To begin with, many adults of today were taught to read as first graders.  Kindergarten experi-
ences were “pre-academic”, and social.  Now that we have 4 year-old kindergarten programs, 
it is not uncommon for teachers and parents to push the academic skills associated with 
knowing letters and words, and they come away excited because the students learn these 
symbols in a rote fashion.  Our intention is to engage our students with the intellectual aspects 
of literacy and numeracy FIRST, and as students show a readiness to add letters, words, and 
numbers, we move in that direction.  Our students learn about writing, by realizing that they 
are already writers.  They have ideas and things that they can share and talk about.  When a 
4K student sits down to write - they are not burdened first by the need to spell, but rather the 
allowance to freely “tell their story”.  In almost all cases, this is done through pictures.  I argue 
that this practice teaches our students so much more about the fact that they ARE writers, and 
they already “have something to say”. 
 
I am sharing this design with you, so that you are well aware that you too can support your 
child’s literacy development by sharing conversations with your child about the content of his/
her story.  Ask questions.  Ask for clarity.  Praise the work, not the product. 
 
I will periodically share the work of our students and staff.  If at any time you have any ques-
tions or concerns about the learning taking place here at the 4K Center for Literacy, please 
feel free to contact me here at school (423-4190), or by email 
(sfitzgerald@kimberly.k12.wi.us).  Enjoy the sunny weather! 
 
Sean 

 

mailto:sfitzgerald@kimberly.k12.wi.us


Join us for our Annual Fall Family Festival scheduled for  

Thursday, October 19th  from 6-7:30 pm. The evening                               

will consist of: 

  Make and Take Crafts   

  Photo Booth 

  Building and Classroom Tours  

We will be collecting non-perishable food items for  St Joseph’s Pantry!  Please donate if you can! 

Apparel Order—Its Not Too Late! 

Surplus Future Maker and Minimaker Apparel For Sale 

You asked… we listened…. We will be placing another holiday apparel                                           

order for those of you who may still want to order Future Maker Apparel! 

Look for order forms to come home in mid-November! 

Surplus Items for Sale!  Contact Jenny in the office if you are interested in purchasing! 

 Short Sleeved 4T T-shirt—$10  XS  Hooded Sweatshirt—$20    

 Youth XL—Hooded Sweatshirt—$20 1 Minimaker Stocking Cap—$20  

 

Fall Family Festival 

School Board Meetings for 2017-18 

October 23 

November 13 and 27 

December 11 

January 8 and 22 

February 12 and 26 

March 12 and 26 

April 9 and 23 

May 14 

All Board of Education Meetings unless  

specifically  stated otherwise are held at: 

Kimberly Administrative Offices 

425 S Washington St—Combined Locks  

Beginning at 6:30 PM 

View the Board of Education's current and past Agendas and Meeting Minutes in BoardDocs 

http://www.boarddocs.com/wi/kasdwi/board.nsf. 

http://www.boarddocs.com/wi/kasdwi/board.nsf


Vision Screening—October 20th  

If it is necessary for your child to take medication at school, please fill out the     

Authorization to Dispense Medication form found online or in the school office.   

If your child will be taking prescription medication, the form will need to be 

signed by your physician. Please make sure all medication is in its original packaging with your   

student's name.   

Reminders from the Office 

Vision Screenings will be done routinely in 4K, Kindergarten, First and Third Grade 

Children in other grades will be screened upon parental request.  Vision screenings 

are done by school personnel.  The screening requires your child to correctly identi-

fy alphabet letters or pictures.  “Normal” vision during a screening for 4K is 20/40.  This screening 

will test your child’s far vision only.  If you child does not demonstrate the normal for their age 

category, you will receive a referral for your child to have their vision checked by a physician.  This 

medical evaluation would be at your expense.  Please note that these are screenings.  If you ques-

tion the results of the school based screening, please refer to your family physician. 

Lost and Found 

Please remember to check the Lost and Found.  We have several items 

accumulating already this year.  Items not claimed by Christmas break 

will be taken to Goodwill.   

Also, a Ford KeyFab was found in the parking lot.  If it is yours, call the office at 423-4130. 

 In an effort to minimize classroom interruptions, and more importantly,                                 

 to  ensure the safety of all students, we are asking that you make a concerted          

 effort to clearly communicate your child’s end of school day transportation plans. 

 Please be sure that your child’s teacher and school office are well aware of the plan. We 

 understand that there are occasions in which normal plans are changed. In these cases, 

 please make an effort to communicate this to all important parties before the school day 

 begins. Thank you for your help!  

 When calling school to report an absence, please feel free to leave a message and include 

 your child’s name, their teacher’s name and the reason they are absent. Office hours are 

 Monday-Friday from 7:30 AM—3:45 PM.  

Medications At School 












