
Janssen Journal 

Janssen Elementary School  Family  Newsletter  

Dates to Remember: 

March 

12 Noon Dismissal 

18 PTO Mtg. @ 6:00 @ 

Combined Locks 

Civic Center 

22 End of Qtr.3 

26 2:00 Release 

29-Apr.2  No School 

 

April 

5 Classes Resume 

21 2:00 Dismissal 

Hello Janssen Families, 

For this newsletter I thought I share with you the following experience 

from:  What the principal saw on a given week in March: 

 It’s the start of the day, a small group of 4g students come into the 

building.  Their teacher is outside the classroom and welcomes each 

student by their first names. 

 Our announcements focus on student celebrations and recognizing two 

of our staff members.  We end with:  “Make it a great day, Janssen.”  

 A 3g student comes into the office.  “May a please have 18 copies?”  She 

receives the copies and responds:  “Thank you and have a good day”. 

 Two 2g students are working on a math problem.  One shares out the 

answer.  The other asks:  “What strategy did you use?’ 

 A 1g teacher shares:  “I noticed that you used a strategy to figure out 

the word.”  Student:  “Yep, I read on and then went back and fixed it.” 

 A 5K student asked on another student for some help at her cubby.  The 

other student:  “I like to help.” 

 A 2g student and I approach each other in the hallway.  He stops and 

says:  “I hope you’re a having a good day Dr. Nikolaou.”  

 Two 1g students are reading a book about a family water rafting.  They 

were stuck on a word.  They were patient and resilient and together 

they were able to solve the word. 

 Three 4g students are in a book club.  One student asks:  “How should 

we start?”  Another student:  “Let’s talk about what strategies we need 

to practice.”  The third student:  “Let’s look at what we have already 

put down”. 

 1g teachers are collaborating about students who are struggling as 

readers.  They start their conversations on what their students are do-

ing well as readers. 

 A 3g teacher poses a question from a story she is reading to her stu-

dents.  A student asks:  “How is that even possible?”  Teacher:  “Tell us 

more.  What from the story is making you ask that question?” 

 In the hallway, a 5K class is walking to lunch.  The class takes a left to 

enter into the lunchroom.  Two 4g students wait patiently for the last 

5K student to enter the lunchroom before they continued to their desti-

nation. 

 A 2g classroom is brainstorming how to be more kind to a guest teacher.  

Students create a list of what is kind.  A student shares:  “We need to 

show her not just say what it means.” 

 A group of 4g students realize that several play equipment toys have 

not been picked up after recess.  Without any adult prompt, they pick 

up the balls and place in them in their bin. 
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NOON HOUR SUPERVISORS NEEDED! 

Are you interested in helping out at school but 

just don't know how or when?  Or do you know 

somebody (grandma, grandpa, etc.) who would 

like help?  If so, we have a great opportunity for 

you.  We are looking for a lunchroom supervisors 

Monday-Friday from 10:30-1:30.  If you can't 

commit to working very day, that's fine, this 

schedule is flexible.  AND THIS IS A PAID PO-

SITION! 

If you are interested in learning more about this 

position, please contact Laurie in the office at 

788-7915. 
EMERGENCY MEDICATION 

Please be aware that emergency medications 

that are provided for use during the school day 

will not be accessible before or after school 

hours.  Parents and students must plan ahead to 

have emergency medication available during 

school activities such as clubs and sports.  If an 

emergency arises and a student does not have 

their emergency medication available, 911 will 

be called. 

 A 2g student chooses to read to me a story 

about a superhero that he has written.  After 

he reads his story to me, I ask him:  “As a 

writer of this story, what are you most proud 

of?”  Student:  “I really like to teach my 

friends how to write stories about superhe-

roes”. 

 A 3g student is helping a classmate zip up 

his backpack.  I shared with her how kind 

that was.  She replied:  “That is what friends 

do.” 

 Our 5K teachers walk with their students to 

meet with their parents outside the school.  

Teachers are wishing their students a good 

night and “see you tomorrow”.  

What I have shared with you in this newsletter 

is a sample of what occurred throughout a given 

week this month.  I love being a witness to such 

amazing behaviors that our students and staff 

practice each day.  Our behaviors drive our cul-

ture.  

Sincerely, 

 

 

Hercules Nikolaou, Ph.D. 

Principal 

JANSSEN PBIS MONTHLY NEWSLETTER  

Here is what is happening at Janssen this 

month! 

Peace Week 

We continue to see a reduction in office referrals 

since our focus on kindness during the month of 

January. However, teachers are noticing an up-

tick in disagreements and bickering within the 

classroom. This of course is not surprising con-

sidering the time of year. We know that students 

have felt cooped up and patience is not what it 

has been at different points in the year. As our 

weather gets warmer and days get longer, we 

think we will see this improve, but we also want 

to try to encourage this change and help kids re-

member what they can do to solve small prob-

lems and be a peacemaker within their class-

rooms. Therefore PBIS will be having a “Peace 

Week” during the week of March 22nd. During 

this week, teachers will be sharing the text 

“Peace Week in Miss Fox’s Class” by Eileen Spi-

nelli and working with their students to identify 

behaviors that can help create more peace in 

their classrooms and in our school. Classrooms 

will create peace focused goals and work as a 

class to complete those goals. 

To amplify and support this message we will be 

holding dress up days (details to come later) and 

showing the movie “Inside Out” during lunch 

time. We hope this will be a successful week and 

help students head into spring break on a wave 

of positivity. 

Winter Carnival 

The winter carnival on February 26th was a 

HUGE success. Despite melting snow and warm-

er temperatures the students were still able to 

get outside and participate in our activities and 

had a blast doing so. It was a wonderful way to 

end the month of February and to, hopefully, end 

winter. Great job kids! 



JANSSEN COUNSELOR CORNER 

Happy March Janssen Families!  It feels great to be welcoming warmer weather and longer days. Get-

ting out into the sun can really boost our moods! Another thing that can boost mode is having a plan for 

calming strong feelings.  

As mentioned in my last newsletter, every class has begun lessons on calm down skills. Every grade lev-

el has now been through at least part of those lessons and knows our calm down steps, which are listed 

below: 

1. Stop- Using a mental stop signal like “stop”, “chill out”, “relax”, or whatever works for them. 

2. Name your feeling- “I feel scared.” 

3. Calm Down- Using belly breathing and adding on counting, positive self-talk, and/or positive 

imagery (mentally picture their happy place) or any other effective calming strategy (grounding 

exercises, coloring, journaling, etc.) 

There are many resources and apps that can help with belly breathing and with general mindfulness. 

The Calm app, Mind Yeti, Cosmic Kids Yoga,and Go Noodle just to name a few. My website has links to 

many of these resources: https://sites.google.com/kimberly.k12.wi.us/msmccormick/home 

Once children are calm, they can then better discuss their feelings or work through whatever problem is 

causing their strong feelings. Make sure to make yourself available for your child to have those conver-

sations.  

When putting together this newsletter I looked back on my letter from March of 2020. We have really 

been through A LOT in the last year. All of us have experienced uncertainty and upheaval, and many of 

us have experienced a great deal of loss. Through this all we have seen our kids persevere and be resili-

ent in the face of uncertainty and change. That is not to say this has not had an impact on our children’s 

mental health. It is important that kids continue to be given the space to acknowledge and feel their 

feelings and to talk about those feelings. Kids should also be encouraged to make plans for fun things 

and focus on the good stuff that they can control. However, if you are noticing mood or behavior changes 

in your child that are not improving, it could be time to reach out for some outside help. Please don’t 

hesitate to contact me with concerns or questions. 

Take care and stay healthy, 

Katie McCormick 

kmccormick@kimberly.k12.wi.us 

920-788-7915 

420 Wallace Street, Combined Locks, WI 54113 920-788-7915 



The Kimberly Area School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, ancestry, creed, pregnancy, marital status, parental 

status, sexual orientation, sex, (including transgender status, change of sex or gender identity), or physical, mental, emotional, or learning disability ("Protected 

Classes") in any of its student program and activities.  

These students show an exceptional job of the Janssen Way and are role models for the other students in 

our school!  You can look for their Star award on the bulletin board displayed outside the office.  Way to 

go! 

5K 

Aubrey Schaefer, Tesher VanAsten, Charlotte Weir, Logan Thompson 

Grade 1 

Sophia Wilde, Andrew Thompson, Trinity Lopas, Jasmine Schampers 

Grade 2 

Charlie Ambroso, Brentyn Vanderloop, Lincoln Koepke, Nora Meyer 

Grade 3 

Brayden Hietpas, Hayden Treml, Nora Welch, Elise Hansen 

Grade 4 

Mara Meyer, Ella Brockman, Burke Roth 

FEBRUARY STARS! 


