
 

November12-16 
Book Fair 
 

November 14 
Early Release—2:00 
 

Parent Teacher 
Conference—5:00-8:00 
 

November 15 
Parent Teacher 
Conference—5:00-8:00 
 

November 16 
Early Release—11:20 
 

November 21 
Student Council—7:00 AM 
in the Small Gym 
 

November 22-23 
No School 
 

December 3-9 
Hour of Code week 
 

December 3 
Choir Concert—7:00 at 
Kimberly High School 
 

December 4 
Fundraiser Pickup—3:0-
6:00 in the Commons.  All 
money due at this time 
 

December 5 
Student Council—7:00 AM 
in the Small Gym 
 

December 18 
Band Concert—7:00 in the 
Large Gym 

 

 

Nov. 14 

2018 Gator Bytes 
Learning, Leadership and Laughter...The JRG Journey 

J.R. Gerritts Middle School * 545 S. John St. * Kimberly, WI * 920-788-7905 

Please Check Our Lost and Found  
Our lost and found area, which is located outside of Student Services, has been collecting a lot of items.  
Please have your student check if they have misplaced anything.  All lost and found items will be available 
during Parent– Teacher Conferences on November 14 and 15.  Any remaining items will be donated. 

Parent—Teacher Conferences on November 14 and 15 

Parent—Teacher Conferences will be held on Wednesday and Thursday, November 14 and 15 from 5:00-
8:00 PM.  Students will have a 2:00 release on Wednesday only.  Conferences are on a first come, first 
served basis and last approximately 5 minutes per teacher.  If you feel you will need more time to discuss 
your student’s progress, please contact the teacher to set up a meeting outside of conferences.  More 
information is available on page 3 of this newsletter. 

State Championship Football Game on Friday, November 16  
Congratulations to the Kimberly High School Football team on their great success this year! The 
Championship game will be held in Madison on Friday, November 16 at 4:00 PM. We will follow our 
normal class schedule that day, which includes an early release at 11:20.   
  
JRG will not be providing a fan bus, however, a permission form was emailed to families and  interested 
students were also provided a paper copy of the permission form on Tuesday during TLC.  Permission 
forms are also available in the Main Office, and on page 4 of this Gator Bytes.     
  
Please complete the attached permission form on page 5 and return it to your child’s TLC teacher or the 
main office by Thursday morning if your student will be attending the game. Time missed will be 
considered a Vacation Day as game attendance is optional and not a JRG sponsored event.  This form 
must be on file by Thursday for all students attending the game.  
  
Please contact the office with any questions at 788-7905.  

Final Opportunity For 8th Grade Group Conference—Tonight 6:00 PM 
Please note that tonight, Wednesday, November 14 is the final opportunity to participate in the 8th Grade 
Group Conference.  The conference will be held at 6:00 PM in the auditorium.  Please click here to 
register.  You must attend a group conference prior to scheduling the individual planning conference with 
your student. 

The Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction has released their 
annual School Report Cards, and we are excited to have earned 
the highest category in the Overall Accountability Ratings 
(Significantly Exceeds Expectations). Congratulations to our 
teachers for their hard work to improve student learning, and thank 
you to our families for all you do to support your JRG learners! 
 
While we are proud to have earned this level of recognition, we 
also know that we still have room to grow and improve. Readers of 
previous issues of this newsletter will know that a key focus for us 
this year is helping students take ownership of their learning by 
better understanding learning expectations, seeing their gaps, 
making a plan to improve, and reflecting on their successes and 
opportunities. That work, along with other things we are working 
on, is designed to help our students be stronger problem solvers 
who are better prepared for future college, career and life 
opportunities. All of this will have an impact on student 
achievement and growth, which we think will be reflected in many 
ways, including our future School Report Cards. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns after reviewing our school 
report card, please feel free to contact me. 
 
Eric Brinkmann 
Principal 
 

JRG Significantly Exceeds Expectations On State School Report Card 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b4dafac22aaf49-grade
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KiSYxv3H6g7q-4fycjC-0L_8HvxF4583/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KiSYxv3H6g7q-4fycjC-0L_8HvxF4583/view?usp=sharing
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Veteran’s Day Celebration 
Last Friday’s Veteran’s Day program was a moving success.  The program also marked the final presentation by JRG’s own Mr. 
Schulz who is retiring at the end of this year.  Thank you Mr. Schulz for all of your work over the years to make this program so 
special.  Thank you to all of our Veterans for your service to our country.  Photos of the program are courtesy of  Aimee Froze, 
Samantha Stephan, Mckenzie Vosters and Hannah Hlaban. 

Healthy Options: JRG Students Track Walking Miles at Lunch 
In partnership with Safe Routes to School, JR Gerritts Middle School recently 
started a frequent walker program during 7th grade lunch recess. Students use a 
QR code to scan each lap they complete around our track. 
 
In October, JRG seventh graders could choose to sign up for the program and 
walk the track during their lunch recess.  Students earn incentives as they reach 
milestones. Students who track 25 miles by our holiday break in December will 
have their names in a drawing for gift cards.  On average, students have been 
walking between a ½ mile to 1 mile per lunch hour. It’s a great healthy activity 
option to add to other recess options such as intramurals and activities in our 
LMC. 

At semester, students will have the option to choose the walking program as part of our intramural program and will be able to continue 
earning incentives. 
 
Safe Routes to School is an international movement that promotes walking and biking to school. This program started in Denmark in the 
1970s to address the number of accidents and fatalities near schools, and by the year 2000 had reached communities across the 
United States.  Our portion of the state is served by East Central Wisconsin Safe Routes to School, who provided the training, software, 
and prize incentives to get our program started.  

Procedures For Parents Entering JRG Before, During, and After School Hours 
Occasionally parents will need to be in JRG before, during, and after school hours.  For safety reasons, we ask that all parents stop in 
the Main Office prior to entering the building.  During school hours, parents will be asked to sign in and receive a visitor badge.  
Outside of school hours, we ask that parents simply check in with the office secretaries prior to entering the building.  If you would like 
to meet with a teacher, we ask that you call or email to verify their availability as often times they are in meetings or working with 
students before and after school hours.  
 
Thank you for your help in making JRG a safe and healthy place for our students to learn. 

http://eastcentralsrts.org/
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J.R.G. Parent/Teacher Conferences November 14, 15 2018 

Thank you for taking an active role in your child’s education!  Research confirms that parent involvement is 
strongly linked to gains in students’ achievement, attendance and attitude. Conferences are a great 
opportunity to meet your child’s teachers and get an overview of his/her progress. We want your 

conference experience to be a good one, so please read on for important tips and information. 
 

 

Things to know about Conferences at JRG: 
 Conferences are on a first come, first served basis.  Lines can be lengthy.  Please consider 

prioritizing which teacher(s) you would like to meet with first. 

 Location of staff: 

o Grade 7 Core Teachers (Language Arts, Math, Science and Social Studies)– Large Gym 
o Grade 8 Core Teachers (Language Arts, Math, Science and Social Studies)– Small Gym 
o Academy Teachers (Art, Computer, World Language, Music, Phy Ed, Health and Tech Ed)– 

Commons 
o Resource Teachers– in the teacher’s classroom  

 Park in the stadium parking lot at JRG and enter the building through the gym doors (17S). As 

you enter, we’ll provide a guide to our parent-teacher conferences, along with a copy of your 

child’s first quarter grades. 

 Please feel free to bring your student along to conferences! 

 Please limit your conferences to five minutes when other parents or families are waiting.  

Remember that longer, more involved conversations work better when parents and teachers set 

up a separate meeting when more time is available.  

 Visit our Book Fair in the gym hallway. 

Wednesday, November 14: 
Last names A through K: 
5:00 to 6:30 PM    

Last names L through Z: 
6:30 to 8:00 PM 
** Students are dismissed at 2:00 PM this day. ** 
 

Thursday, November 15: 
Last names L through Z: 
5:00 to 6:30 PM 

Last names A through K: 
6:30 to 8:00 PM 
** This is a full day for the students. ** 

 
 

In hopes of limiting overcrowding and longer lines, we are suggesting you attend as follows: 

These dates and times are suggestions only to help balance our attendance 
numbers. However, if the suggested date or time does not work, please feel 

free to attend on the date and time that works for you. 



Emergency Medications 
Please be aware that emergency medications that are provided for use during the school day will not be accessible before or 
after school hours. Parents and students must plan ahead to have emergency medication available during school activities such 
as clubs and sports. If an emergency arises and a student does not have their emergency medication available, 911 will be 
called.    

The Kimberly Area School District does not discriminate against pupils on the basis of sex, race, religion, national origin, ancestry, creed, pregnancy, marital or parental status, sexual 
orientation or physical, mental, emotional or learning disability or handicap in its educational programs or activities.  Federal law prohibits discrimination in employment on the basis of 

age, race, color, national origin, sex, religion or handicap. 
 

J. R. Gerritts Middle School  
545 S. John Street s  Kimberly, WI  54136 

(P) 920-788-7905    (F) 920-788-7914    (E) JRG@Kimberly.k12.wi.us 

JRG Club Information 
Student Must Be a ROCKS Member to participate 

 

Coding Club—3:00-4:00 
 Contact: Ms. Froze, Room 111 (afroze@kimberly.k12.wi.us) 
 
November: 19, 26, 29 
 

Art Club - 3:00-4:00 
 Contact: Ms. Dagesse, Room 436 (rdagesse@kimberly.k12.wi.us) 
**Sign up outside the Art Room by the Friday before if you plan to attend if possible for supply planning** 
 
November: 26 
December: 3, 17 
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Junior Achievement Technical Careers Challenge 
Are you looking for an AWESOME career exploration opportunity for your students and/or children? Don’t miss the 2019 Junior 
Achievement Technical Careers Challenge.  Registration opens on December 1

st
 at 8:00am! 

  
For specific event details, please see the attached flyer on page 8. Students are welcome to attend with their school or on their 
own. This year’s event is open to both 7

th
 and 8

th
 graders; with challenge preference being awarded to 8

th
 graders first. To 

register, visit www.fvtc.edu/mscorner after 8:ooam on December 1
st
 and click on “Junior Achievement Technical Careers 

http://www.fvtc.edu/mscorner
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https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-lion-king-the-pac-tickets-50871943352
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Dear JRG Families,  

Our school is hosting a Follett Book Fair!  

Supporting a love for reading is critical to student success. Supporting your 

school is just as important. The Follett Book Fair encourages your child's reading 

habits, builds their personal libraries and raises funds for the school, all at the 

same time.  

What makes Follett Book Fairs different?    

Follett has been supporting schools for more than 140 years which means you 

can expect an awesome selection of titles, from a wide range of publishers. 

These are the books your kids want to read.  

Worried about sending cash to school?  Don’t have cash to give your student?  

Visit www.follettgift.com to purchase a Follett gift card for your student.  

Book fair dates:  November 12-16, 2018 

Times:  Students can shop during the school day; parents can shop during 

parent/teacher conferences on Wednesday and Thursday from 5-8 

pm. 

Support your school and the avid readers in your family by visiting the book fair. 

We hope to see you there!  

Sincerely,  

Erin Wedemeier, Library Media Specialist 

All sales benefit the school. Find out more about Follett Book Fairs online at 

follettbookfairs.com.  
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Follow JRG on Instagram, ‘Like’ Us on Facebook 
 
JRG can be found on Facebook at Facebook.com/JRGerritts.   
In addition, JRG is now on Instagram at JRGMSOfficial. 
 
These resources are used to provide occasional school-wide updates and for reminders about 
various upcoming events.  Families also find it's fun to check out the hundreds of pictures of students 
participating in events, activities and other learning experiences at JRG.    

 

Additional Opportunities Available on the KASD Community Events Page 
While many community opportunities are included in our weekly newsletters, additional events and 
opportunities are also posted on the District webpage under Community Events, or by clicking here.  Links 
to items such as Park and Rec opportunities, community dances, educational opportunities, speakers, and 
local festivals can be found there. 
 
November Kimberly-Little Chute Library STEAM ROLLER activities 
Monday, November 12 - After School Story Adventures at Kimberly Library 
Tuesday, November 13th - Family Movie Night at Kimberly Library 
Outagamie County 4-H Opportunities for all ages  
Monday, Decebmer 17th - Appleton Boy Choir Auditions  
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http://www.kimberly.k12.wi.us/community/community-events
https://www.kimberly.k12.wi.us/community/files/documents/Library-Fall-Program-Flyer.pdf
https://www.kimberly.k12.wi.us/community/files/documents/After-School-Story-Adventures-Information-Flyer.pdf
https://www.kimberly.k12.wi.us/community/files/documents/Incredibles-Family-Movie-Night-flyer.pdf
https://www.kimberly.k12.wi.us/community/files/documents/4-H_information_flyer.pdf
https://www.kimberly.k12.wi.us/community/files/documents/Appleton-Boychoir-audition-flyer-2018-MIDSEASON.PDF
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