
September 10-Oct. 5 
Map Testing Window 
 
September 23-Oct. 4 
Camp Nan-A-Bo-Sho 
 

Lagoons 7—Oct. 3-4 
 
October 10 
Homecoming Parade—
5:15 
 
October 11-22 
Fall Fundraiser 
 
October 15-24 
Trick-or-Can Food Drive 
 
October 17 
Student Council—7:00 
AM in the Commons 
 
October 18 
8th Grade Group 
Conference—6:00 PM in 
the auditorium 
 
October 19 
ROCKS Zoo Boo—3:15-
9:00 PM  
**Pickup at US Venture 
at 9:00** 
 
October 25-26 
No School 

 

Oct. 3 
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Seeing Our Gaps 
The first month of the school year has come and gone, and from what I have seen it has been a smooth 
start. I got to spend a day at Camp Nan A Bo Sho last week with some of our 7th graders and came 
away amazed at their ideas, energy, kindness and sense of fun! 
 
As I mentioned in last month’s newsletter, we are focusing this year on helping students understand what 
they need to learn, recognize where they are compared to where they need to be, make a plan to get 
there, and then reflect on their successes and future opportunities. We typically use the word “gap” when 
we talk about students knowing where they are now compared to where they need to be. It’s the unfilled 
space between what a student currently knows or what they can currently do, and what they either want 
to know or should know. I’ve been spending a lot of time in our Language Arts classrooms, and I see 
simple examples of this all the time when a teacher meets with a student and together they compare 
their reading goal to their progress so far. If there’s a gap, they then discuss a plan to fill in that gap 
before the next time they meet. 
 
This time of year, we as parents might also be recognizing some gaps in our student’s lives. I use the 
word “we”, because even though my own children have moved on from JRG, I can clearly remember 
some of the struggles that occurred during their middle school years.  I thought it might be helpful to 
share two common gaps that often arise this time of year, and what we as parents can do to help our 
children close them. 
 
The I-Can’t-Keep-Up Gap 
This gap might show up in the form of lots of missing or late assignments, or in low performance on 
tests, papers and other assessments. There can be a lot of causes, so it helps to get the perspectives of 
both your child and their teachers about why that gap might be occurring. If the gap is due to 
organizational issues, parents and students can access tools like Parent Portal and Google Classroom to 
help your child recognize gaps early and stay on top of their work. We also want all of our students to 
use a system (paper or electronic) to organize their homework. As parents, you can ask your child to 
show you what system they are using to stay organized, and how they are using it. For other students, 
the gap may come from a mismatch between what they are being asked to do, and the skills they 
currently have. As a rule of thumb for parents, if you see your child spending more than an hour each 
night on homework, or consistently getting frustrated or upset because they don’t know what to do, reach 
out to their teacher so that we can develop a plan to help them. 
 
The I-Don’t-Know-Where-I-Fit-In Gap 
The social and emotional landscape of middle school can be challenging for students to navigate. 
Understanding who they are and who they want to be, while all of their friends are doing the same thing, 
can lead to challenges. If you see your student struggling to find their place at JRG, one of the first things 
we recommend is getting involved in a club, activity or sport beyond the classroom. JRG has a lot of club 
options along with a range of sports, and our goal is to continue to expand those options. If there is a 
club that your child wishes we had, have him or her visit Student Services to see if we can develop 
something. Our counselors also offer many groups that occur during the school day over the course of 
the year, focusing on issues ranging from family change, to anxiety, to getting ready for the world of 
work, to hot topics in the lives of our middle school students. Perhaps most importantly, if your child 
seems to be struggling in ways that go beyond the normal ups and downs of early adolescence and 
needs some support, please don’t hesitate to reach out to your child’s counselor. We are also fortunate 
to be able to offer mental health counseling to students who need it through the PATH program 
sponsored by the United Way. See the information later in this newsletter to learn more about PATH. 
 
School Safety 
Finally, as educators, we make school safety a top priority and work to identify and close gaps that will 
help make our students safer while they are at school. In the coming weeks, we’ll be working to close a 
gap we’ve been aware of for some time: While we have trained our staff in active intruder safety 
practices, we have deliberately not talked with students about this while we made sure that all staff were 
clear on how they can react in those situations. In the coming weeks, our teachers will be sharing more 
with our students about our Run, Hide, Fight decision-making model. 
 
If you have questions, comments or concerns about this information, or anything in your child’s JRG 
experience, please don’t hesitate to reach out to me. Thank you for all you do to help your child see their 
gaps, close their gaps, and have a great learning experience at JRG! 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/126EdTv3Z8IqyDi6V7cSS60JTPHc8dKMC/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/126EdTv3Z8IqyDi6V7cSS60JTPHc8dKMC/view
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xKEOtg_p0kUvhKWSynAQq30TTM25nMYS0dXimx_okr0/edit


Papermaker Scamper 2018—October 10 
The Papermaker Scamper is a short one-mile run that kicks off the Homecoming parade each year. Students in grades 1-8 are 
welcome to run this event. The run begins behind the bleachers of Papermaker Stadium and ends near Kwik Trip across from 
Kimberly High School. Students run by themselves with the support of a few Kimberly High School cross country runners and 
teachers. Please fill out this linked form to register your child for the 2018 Scamper.   

Yearbook Staff Attends Workshop at Carroll College 
Our 8th Grade JRG Yearbook Staff had the opportunity to go to Josten’s 2018 Fall Yearbook Workshop at Carroll University in 
Waukesha last week.  While learning more about yearbook design, photography and the yearbook software, these students also 
met other students from around the state, gathered many fresh ideas for our 2018-19 Yearbook and represented JRG well! 

Annual Gator Olympics Crowns the 7th Grade with the Spirit Stick 
Congratulations to our JRG staff and students on another successful Gator Olympics last Friday!  The winning 7th Grade TLC 
was Dab Today, It’s SJ’s Way, and the winning 8th Grade TLC was Ott’s AstronOtts.  Great job to all TLC groups in their efforts 
and sportsmanship during the games.   
 
The Spirit Stick ultimately went to the 7th Grade class who displayed the greatest volume in the “yell-off”! 
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1u7HZmgI9K4_p6_LkyF2SF86-efkjT-kfcJqLe-c5vbY/viewform?edit_requested=true
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The Importance of a Good Breakfast 
The power of breakfast is an amazing thing.  It provides a strong start to the day and helps students remain energized and 
focused.  A missed morning meal or snack can often have adverse effects such as headache, upset stomach, and fatigue.  
JRG offers a breakfast program each morning beginning at 7:00AM for $1.55 (no cost for free and reduced).  Click here for 
September’s breakfast and lunch menus. 

National School Lunch Week 
Please take a moment during the week of October 15-19 to thank our food service staff for their efforts in providing nutritious, 
well-balanced meals for our students.   

8th Grade Planning Conference  
If you have not signed your 8th grader up for a Group Conference, you still can!  We have two more group night opportunities: 
Thursday, October 18 at 6:00 or Wednesday, November 14 at 6:00.  Sign up by visiting this link, or contact Kim in Student Services 
at 423-4105 

JRG Choir Students Join Statewide Real Men Sing! Festival; Mr. Leih 
Directs 
Congratulations to our JRG choir students: Matthew Burman, Dominick Copeland, Caleb 
Girard, Griffin Lamers, Caden Rauen, Ben Schmidt, Max Van Zeeland, Brayden Vera and our 
own Mr. Leih on their participation in the statewide Real Men Sing! Festival at UW-Milwaukee's 
Peck School of the Arts on Friday, September 21.  Our students joined about 400 other boys 
from around the state in a day of  learning, culminating in a performance at the end of the day. 
 
JRG’s Choir teacher, Eric Leih, was selected to direct this statewide group.  The high school 
portion of the event, featuring many former JRG male singers currently at KHS, was directed 
by Dr. Zack Durlam, the UWM Director of Choral Activities. 

Mr. Hoerth’s Ex. Tech Photo 
of the Week Winner 

 

Theme:  Nature/Animals 
 

Congratulations to this week’s winner: 
 

Jaden Head 

Outagamie County 2019 Conservation Awareness Poster Contest 
The Outagamie County Land Conservation Department is sponsoring a Conservation Poster Contest which provides an 
opportunity for young people to become more aware of the conservation of our natural resources through artistic design.  The 
theme for this year’s posters is “Life in the Soil: Dig Deeper” with a deadline of Friday, January 11.   
 
For detailed contest information please click here, or call (920) 832-5073. 

Thank You To Our Families and Volunteers 
Student Services and JRG would like to say Thank You to all of the families who participated in this year ’s Entertainment Book 
Fundraiser.  We would also like to thank all of the volunteers who came in to help distribute the books. 

http://kimberly.nutrislice.com/menu/jp-gerritts-middle-school
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b4dafac22aaf49-grade
http://www.outagamie.org/home/showdocument?id=60378
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Letter From our Athletic Director Concerning Basketball Tryouts 
 
Dear Parents and Athletes: 
 
Tryouts for the boys basketball program will be held soon, and we would like to share more information about the process. This 
is an exciting time, but can also be a time of high emotions and tensions for parents, players, and coaches.  JRG offers two 
teams at each grade level, but because the numbers of boys interested are usually high, we must use a tryout system for this 
sport. We hope to answer some of the questions you may have about this process. 
 
The tryout period will last 2 to 3 days and will be held in the large gym at JRG.  The 8

th
 graders will practice 3:10-4:30 and 7

th
 

graders 4:30-6:00.  Players must attend all tryout dates. 
 
Tryout dates: 
Monday, Oct. 22nd,  1

st
 day of tryouts 

Tuesday, Oct. 23rd,   2
nd

 day of tryouts (some cuts will be made this day) 
Wednesday, Oct. 24th, 3rd day of tryouts (final cuts will be made) 
 
Each practice session will last about 1 ½ hours.  We will keep a total of 30 players. Once the teams have been decided the 
coaches will divide the players into 2 equal teams.   
 
Many factors will go into the decision on whether or not a player makes the teams. Our coaches do the best they can to fairly 
evaluate all the players. Coaches use the same rating system for all students, and we often bring in additional coaches from 
middle and high school to help us evaluate players. Some of the factors considered are: 
 
1.  The player’s fundamental basketball skills including shooting, dribbling, passing, defense and court awareness. 
2.  How the player functions as a teammate and leader. 
3.  The player’s attitude and effort. 
 
Students who do not make the team are encouraged to continue working on their skills and to tryout again next year..  Almost 
every year, we have students who make the team in grade 8 who did not make the team in grade 7 because they continued to 
play and work on their skills.  There are many ways to improve, such as playing in other organized leagues or by attending one 
of the many camps that are offered in our area. 
 
Feedback Available To Players Who Do Not Make The Team 
If a player wants to know what they could work on to better their chances next year we encourage them to ask the 
coaches.  They can either approach the coach after practice or set up a time to meet with them the next day at school. We 
encourage you to allow the athlete to have this discussion, as it is a great life skill. If you have questions about this process, 
please feel free to contact me. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Mary Hammen 
Athletic Director/Physical Education Teacher 
(920) 423-4106 

Pom and Dance Begins Monday, October 22 
The 7

th
 and 8

th
 grade Pom and Dance Season will begin on Monday, Oct. 22. The first practice will run from 3:10-4:30 on Oct. 

22 in the JRG Commons.   
 
Following this practice, there will be a PARENT MEETING for all parents and dancers from 4:30-5:00 in the JRG commons on 
Oct. 22.  The 2018 Dance Season will run from Oct. 22 thru Dec. 17 and will include multiple performances for the 8

th
 grade 

boys’ basketball teams during half time of home games.   
 
If you are interested in joining this year’s Pom and Dance team please sign up on the Gym Doors BEFORE Oct. 22.    
 
If you have any questions please contact Althea Vanevenhoven (Rm 133) ext. 2827, or Ashley Appleton (Rm 103) ext. 2880.  

Boys Basketball Begins in October  
Boys Basketball begins Monday, October 22. Tryouts are October 22-24 and the boys must participate in all 3 days. 8th grade 
tryouts will be from 3:10-4:30. 7th grade tryouts will be from 4:30-6:00.  Please see the letter below for detailed information. 
 
Please make sure you have all of the proper paperwork on file in the office. You can find the athletic form on our website under 
Forms and Documents or Student Activities-Athletics.  
 

Interested students can sign up on the forms located outside the Large Gym doors.  



Emergency Medications  
Please be aware that emergency medications that are provided for use during the school day will not be accessible after school 
hours. Parents and students plan ahead to have emergency medication available during after school activities such as clubs 
and sports. If an emergency arises and a student does not have their emergency medication available, 911 will be called.  

 
Follow JRG on Instagram, ‘Like’ Us on Facebook 

 
JRG can be found on Facebook at Facebook.com/JRGerritts.   
In addition, JRG is now on Instagram at JRGMSOfficial. 
 
These resources are used to provide occasional school-wide updates and for reminders about 
various upcoming events.  Families also find it's fun to check out the hundreds of pictures of students 
participating in events, activities and other learning experiences at JRG.    

 

Additional Opportunities Available on the KASD Community Events Page 
While many community opportunities are included in our weekly newsletters, additional events and 
opportunities are also posted on the District webpage under Community Events, or by clicking here.  Links to 
items such as Park and Rec opportunities, community dances, educational opportunities, speakers, and local 
festivals can be found there. 
 
Saturday,  October 6th - Kimberly Fire Department Open House 
October and November Kimberly-Little Chute Library STEAM ROLLER activities 
Saturday, November 10th - Kimberly Tennis Pro day for those interested in club tennis 
Tuesday, November 13th - Kimberly Wrestling Club Parent Meeting  
Outagamie County 4-H Opportunities for all ages   

JRG No Longer Accepting Ink  and Toner Cartridges For Recycling 
JRG’s ink and toner cartridge recycling program began in 2006 and has earned over $6,770 in technology equipment for JRG!  
Due to program changes, restrictions and policy changes over the last year or so, the program is no longer a profitable venture 
for JRG. 
 
We would like to thank all families and businesses that have generously and continuously sent their used cartridges over the 
years! 

JRG Club Information 
Student Must Be a ROCKS Member to participate 

 

Coding Club—3:00-4:00 
 Contact: Ms. Froze, Room 111 (afroze@kimberly.k12.wi.us) 
 
October: 4, 8, 11, 15, 18, 22, 29 
November: 1, 5, 8, 12,19, 26, 29 
 

Art Club - 3:00-4:00 
 Contact: Ms. Dagesse, Room 436 (rdagesse@kimberly.k12.wi.us) 
**Sign up outside the Art Room by the Friday before if you plan to attend if possible for supply planning** 
 
October: 8, 15, 29 
November: 5, 12, 26 
December: 3, 17 
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http://www.kimberly.k12.wi.us/community/community-events
https://www.kimberly.k12.wi.us/community/files/documents/Kimberly-Fire-Department-2018-Open-House-Information.pdf
https://www.kimberly.k12.wi.us/community/files/documents/Library-Fall-Program-Flyer.pdf
https://www.kimberly.k12.wi.us/community/files/documents/Tennis-Pro-Day-Information.pdf
https://www.kimberly.k12.wi.us/community/files/documents/Kimberly_Wrestling_Club_Parent_Meeting_information.pdf
https://www.kimberly.k12.wi.us/community/files/documents/4-H_information_flyer.pdf
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https://www.eventbrite.com/e/rocks-new-zoo-boo-tickets-50092813955
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The Kimberly Area School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, (including limited English proficiency), ancestry, creed, 
pregnancy, marital status, parental status, sexual orientation, homelessness status, sex, including transgender status, change of sex or gender identity, disability, 

age (except as authorized by law), military status or physical, mental, emotional, or learning disability in any of its student programs or activities.     
 

J.R. Gerritts Middle School * 545 S. John Street * Kimberly, WI 54136 
(P) 920-788-7905   (F) 920-788-7914   (E)  JRG@kimberly.k12.wi.us     
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Project Starfish Intended to Help Families in Financial Need 
Limited Financial Assistance is available for activities, events and programs at JRG Middle School through Project Starfish. 
 
In partnership with U. S. Ventures, Inc., JRG is proud to Continue its participation with Project Starfish.  Project Starfish 
provides an opportunity for students to develop a plan to volunteer within the school community and "pay it forward" in an effort 
to make a difference to others.  This could be anything from helping clean up school property; helping in the office, weeding, or 
an approved project the student may self select. Participants in Project Starfish remain confidential, must demonstrate financial 
hardship and must complete their volunteer work prior to the activity.  
 
Forms to participate in Project Starfish can be picked up in the Student Services office and can be found later in this 
newsletter.   Submission of a request does not guarantee assistance. 

Family Move and Change of Information 
If you have moved, or are planning to move during the school year, please complete the information sheet found on page 16 of 
this newsletter.  Having the correct information in Infinite Campus ensures that families receive all notices and information 
throughout the year. 
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Rob DeLain 
KASD Homeless Liaison 

920.788.7905 

Kristine Nadolski 
608.267.7338 
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