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Thank You For Your Feedback - Parent Survey Results From Week 6 
Thank you for responding to our recent survey and for your great comments and suggestions. We received 320 responses from 
parents to our Online Learning - Week 6 survey.  The charts on page 2 give an overall view of parent responses, and we've 
included a sampling of parent comments as well. Your feedback really helps! Here are some of our takeaways: 

 As online learning continues, staying engaged is getting harder for some of our students. I think the results for the 
 "Amount of Work" partly reflect this. We have consciously tried to scale back the amount of work for students, but it can 
 sometimes be challenging to get a sense of how things are playing out at home for each individual student, and as online 
 learning continues, I’ve heard from parents (and noticed in my own children) a dip in stamina, focus and motivation.
 However, if your child is frustrated, or spending many hours of instruction every day, please reach out to your child's 
 teachers. That's not our goal, and we are happy to make adjustments to help. 

 Many students and parents have questions or are experiencing stress about grades. We will have more thorough 
 communication to students and families about grades before the end of the year, but please know we understand that we 
 are not living in normal times, and our normal approach to grading won't work. Our process this year will take a "first do 
 no harm" approach (to quote Hippocrates) to grading in a way that will be fair to students and take into account the 
 extraordinary circumstances we are asking students and families to learn in. Some students thrive in this new online 
 world, and their final grades can certainly reflect that. But many students find online learning much more challenging, and 
 they shouldn't be penalized by the unexpected and unwanted move to online learning.  

 Finally, please remember that our goal first and foremost is that your student is socially and emotionally healthy. If the 
 impact of online learning at home is having a negative impact in that area, please let our teachers know so that we can 
 make adjustments. 

The comments below represent some of the themes we noticed in the survey.  While we are proud of the work we have done 
well in meeting kids' needs online, we know that we have areas that we can continue to improve.  As has been reinforced for all 
of us during school closure, the comments reflect that relationships are the foundation of all learning, and online learning 
presents real challenges in building and maintaining student-teacher relationships.  

Samples of actual parent survey comments:  

  I just want to compliment all the staff for being there for my kids.  It's a rough time but I think you have done a great job 
 staying connected with the kids.  Thank you and the staff for all their hard work. 

 ... this is our reality. Education is content AND relationships 

 I think that my student will no longer take "going to school" for granted.  My student is learning to reach out to teachers 
 as needed. 

 My child misses her teachers, friends and going to school. It's definitely an adjustment but it's going pretty well 
 considering. JRG has done a great job communicating with the students and parents.  

 I HATE online schooling. I tried it with another child of mine for a year and it was a disaster! The JRG teachers are 
 awesome! Not only are they patient and helpful with the kids, they are patient with the parents, too. I’m so thankful they 
 all doing above and beyond to make sure none of our kids get left behind in their studies. We love and appreciate you 
 all!   

 A little harder to understand directions without the face to face interactions so sometimes more follow up needed for 
 clarity 

 We love that learning is self-paced 

 A part of education is the interaction with peers. This can not be replicated online. However given no notice and no 
 history to learn from, I have been very impressed with teachers. 

 I think the personal connection that teachers make with students and students make with each other is being negatively 
 impacted. I realize this is expected and obvious under the circumstances. But now that we've settled in, maybe there's a 
 way to introduce new elements to start bringing it back. Class isn't just about learning the subject, there's so much more 
 social learning that's just as important. Sorry that I have no solutions to offer, just something to mull over. Thanks. 

 
Again, we thank you for the open and thoughtful feedback. We miss seeing your children more than we could have ever 
imagined. It's a privilege to teach them. Not being able to see them, talk to them, joke with them, high five with them, learn from 
them, celebrate with them, and commiserate with them every day is so hard for everyone. We'll get through this together and 
come out stronger for it, but for now give them an air hug or elbow high-five for us and let them know how much we miss them. 
 
 



Summary: 68% say right amount 
Week 1 results: 75% - difference was skewed toward “too much” 
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Summary: 78% say right difficulty 
Week 1 results: 79% 

 

Summary: 82% say responsive or very responsive 
Week 1 results: 83% 

 

Not Responsive Very Responsive 

Too Easy Too Hard 

Too Little Too Much 

Survey Results (continued) 



Food Service Will Not Be Available on Monday, May 25 
The District Food Service Program will not be available on Monday, May 25 due to Memorial Day.  Additional food will be 
provided during pickup on Friday, May 22 to cover the holiday weekend. 
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Spring Musical Ticket Refund Information 
Dear Friends of JRG Theatre,  
  
The COVID-19 (Coronavirus) pandemic has caused professional and amateur arts organizations across the country to cancel 
upcoming productions. As we're sure you are aware, Governor Tony Evers ordered all Wisconsin schools to remain closed for the 
remainder of the 2019-20 school year on April 16. This means that all Kimberly Area School District sporting events, concerts, 
and class trips have been canceled and will not be rescheduled. This also means that our production of "James and the Giant 
Peach Jr.", originally set for March 19-21, has been officially cancelled.  
  
As ticket holders, you are entitled to a refund on any ticket(s) you have purchased. Please complete THIS FORM in order to 
request a refund. You can also complete this form should you wish to donate your ticket purchase(s) to JRG Theatre.  

 Please complete this form by FRIDAY, MAY 29. Because we will need to finalize our account status with Showtix4U, we 
will not be able to issue refunds after May 29. So, please be sure to complete the form before that deadline! 
  
Also, please complete ONE FORM PER LAST NAME ASSOCIATED WITH EACH TICKET ORDER.  
  
Please keep in mind that ShowTix4U fees are non-refundable. Therefore, we will only be able to refund the face value of each 
ticket purchased ($8/ticket). Also, please be aware that it can take 5-10 business days after your refund request is processed for 
the refund to appear on your bank/credit card statement.  
  
We are grateful for your understanding, patience, and support of the arts at JRG! If you have any questions, please contact John 
Popke (jpopke@kimberly.k12.wi.us).   
  
Thank you,  
Eric Leih, Melissa Gerhartz, & John Popke  
Production Team -- "James and the Giant Peach" 
 

8th Grade Thank You Notes To Teachers 
At the end of each school year, 8th grade students take time to write thank you notes to their teachers.  Under normal 
circumstances, this is done as a group during the school day.  In these interesting times, we will be sending out a link to all 8th 
grade students for them to submit their notes of thanks electronically.  Please look for this link in the coming weeks. 

Returning Student’s Personal Belongings 
As the end of the school year approaches, the district is developing plans to ensure that students receive their personal 
belongings that were left at school. Teachers are in the process of moving materials left in student lockers into bags labeled with 
student names. If you purchased a yearbook or track apparel for your student, it will be included in the bag.  Textbooks and library 
materials that were in lockers have been collected.  
 
Gym lockers are shared by two or three students at JRG, and it is therefore challenging to identify which items belong to specific 
students. As our plans progress, we will probably be asking parents whether there are specific items from their child’s gym locker 
that they would like returned at the end of the year. Otherwise, the plan will be to hang on to those items until a future date when 
students could claim them in person.  
 
The district is working with Lamers Transportation, our bus provider, to drop off student materials. For JRG, the tentative plan will 
be to have all items dropped off during the week of June 1-4th between 9am and 3pm. Items will be dropped off on the porch/
close to the home, similar to the process used by package delivery companies like UPS or Fed Ex.  District and Lamers staff 
assisting with the drop-offs will have PPE gear including masks and gloves and will not be interacting with students for safety 
reasons. 
  
For now, we are asking families to hold on to school-owned materials that students brought home with them (Chromebooks, 
textbooks, library books, etc.) until a future date when we can safely collect those materials.  
  
As further details are finalized about these plans, we will continue to provide you with that information. 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfmNQFZdOkk1_0Q8Et3sRQV4HkLj0kyzd3yFrhopEPPSYaVcw/viewform?usp=sf_link
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Chromebook and Technology Assistance and Chromebook Repair Process 
Thank you for your patience and support as we transition to the world of online learning.  We are “here” in the virtual, online sense 
of that word, to continue to support your child’s learning and social-emotional needs. Please reach out to us with questions or 
concerns. 
 
If your child is unsure of how to use an app or Chromebook feature, they should contact their teacher.  If you are experiencing an 
issue with a district-owned device, please contact your child’s teacher and they will inform the proper department for assistance.  
 
Our IT department will contact families with next steps after a teacher has informed them of the issue. Devices can be 
exchanged:  
 
Mondays and Wednesdays - 10AM - 2PM and Fridays 7AM - 11AM.  Please use the circle drive JRG Main Entrance off of 
John Street for drive through service.  
 
If you have specific questions about the repair process, please contact JRG at 788-7905 or jrg@kimberly.k12.wi.us. 

Fall Sports Meeting for Incoming Freshman 
The Kimberly High School Fall Sports Meeting that was scheduled for May 31 at the High School has been modified for this year.  
There will now be pre-recorded meetings sent directly to athletes and parents via email.  If you (athlete), or your son or daughter 
is interested in participating in a fall sport as a freshman, please email Marsha Van Hout at mvanhout@kimberly.k12.wi.us with 
which sport(s) you are interested in.  Your information will then be passed on to the head coaches of each sport and you will be 
put on their email list.  They will include you when they send out links to their Fall Sport Meeting.  Please indicate your fall 
interests as soon as possible. 
 
FALL SPORT OFFERINGS: 

·         Cross Country (girls and boys) 
·         Football 
·         Girls Golf 
·         Boys Soccer 
 

·         Girls Swim & Dive 
·         Girls Tennis 
·         Boys Volleyball 
·         Girls Volleyball  

The Kimberly Area School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, (including limited English proficiency), ancestry, creed, 
pregnancy, marital status, parental status, sexual orientation, homelessness status, sex, including transgender status, change of sex or gender identity, disability, 

age (except as authorized by law), military status or physical, mental, emotional, or learning disability in any of its student programs or activities.  
 

J.R. Gerritts Middle School * 545 S. John Street * Kimberly, WI 54136  
(P) 920-788-7905 (F) 920-788-7914 (E) JRG@kimberly.k12.wi.us  
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8th graders, Madelyn Strebel, Faith Gilkerson, and Allison Oleszak, created a documentary about Nellie Bly, a 
brave 19th-century investigative reporter who put herself in grave danger to inform the world about hidden 
injustices.  

 

 
7th graders, Greta Melz and Maddi Mohr, created a website about Code Talkers - the brave Navajo men who 
created and broke many barriers in WWII.  

 

History Day has been the vehicle that creates an understanding and appreciation of history while developing the 
necessary 21st-century tools, skills, and attitudes. Of the more than half a million middle and high school 
students that participate annually in NHD, these JRG students are some of the best. 

Congratulations Greta, Maddi, Madelyn, Faith, and Allison 

The national competition will be conducted virtually this year. 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dgtl-SdOg3mi4-sL2RImB_u0RspfSC9d/view
https://site.nhd.org/25181765/home
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dgtl-SdOg3mi4-sL2RImB_u0RspfSC9d/view
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Attendance During Online Learning 
Please continue to call the school and leave a message if your 
student is unable to “attend” class.  We have 2 lines that 
messages can be left on—an attendance and a general.  Either 
is fine, as they will both be checked throughout the day.   
 
If your student has not logged in and completed the attendance 
assignment for the day, the teacher will contact you to inquire 
why. 
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Keep Contact Information Up To Date 
As online learning is now our daily norm, keeping your contact 
information up to date is more important than ever.   
 
Please take a moment to log into your Parent Portal account 
and ensure all of your contact information—home phone, cell 
phones and email addresses are all correct and current.   
 
Once logged in, from the dropdown menu on the left of the 
screen, choose “More”.  At that point, click on “Family 
Information”.  There you will be able to verify and update phone 
and email contact information for each individual. Mailing 
address changes can only be made by the administration office. 

https://kimberlywi.infinitecampus.org/campus/portal/parents/kimberly.jsp


Gator News • J.R. Gerritts Middle School •  Page 12    



Gator News • J.R. Gerritts Middle School •  Page 13    


