
October 3 
1-Act Play Auditions—3:30-
6:00 pm 
 
October 4 
Team & Individual Sports 
Photos—3-4:30 pm 
 
October 8 
Battle of the Books —LMC 
during recess 
 
October 11 
ROCKS Zoo Boo 
 
October 17 
8th Grade Group 
Conference—6:00 pm 
 
October 21-23 
Boys Basketball Tryouts: 
8th Grade—3:10-4:30 
7th Grade—4:30-6:00 
 
October 24-25 
No School 
 
October 29 
Pom and Dance Begins—
3:10-4:15.   
Parent Meeting—4:15-5:00 
 
November 3 
Daylight Savings Ends—
turn clocks back 1 hour 
 
November 11 
Veterans Day Program 
 
November 13-14 
Parent-Teacher 
Conferences—5:00-8:00 
 

November 13 
Early Release—2:00 
 
November 15 
Early Release—11:20 

 
 
 

Please See the JRG 
Website Calendar of 
Events for Specific 

Sports and Club Dates 
and Times 

 

Oct. 2 

2019 

Learning, Leadership and Laughter…The JRG Journey 

Gator News 

J.R. Gerritts Middle School • 545 S. John St. • Kimberly, WI • 920-788-7905 

Ms. Hagmann participates in Fox Cities Book Festival 
Author and 7th Grade Language Arts Teacher at JRG, Christina Hagmann, is 
presenting at this year’s 12th annual Fox Cities Book Festival October 7-13. 
Her presentation “Learning to See the World as Writer” takes place from 4pm
-5pm on Thursday, October 10th at the Neenah Public Library. Ms. Hagmann 
will talk about learning to see the world as a writer and will read a chapter 
from her book, followed by an opportunity for the audience to ask questions. 
Copies of her YA novel, Stratagem, will be available for purchase and 
signing.  

What Is A Mistake You’ve Made Recently?  
It has been a fantastic first month of the school year! Our recent Run for ROCKS event had the 
highest number of participants ever, with more than 400 kids running or walking to Sunset Park for 
a picnic. As I visit classrooms, I’ve been talking with students who are energized and focused on 
improving as learners. Thank you for all you are doing as parents to support your child at JRG.  
 
As a staff this year, we are talking about how to create a culture of transparency in our classrooms, 
where students (and teachers) feel comfortable talking about where they are struggling and view 
their struggles as opportunities to grow and improve. Sometimes I stop to reflect on how different 
that is from the schools I attended growing up.  
 
From my perspective as a student, most teachers and classmates were focused on grades instead 
of growth. I grew up in the dawn of the video game era (think original Atari, or even Pong), and I 
sometimes felt that school was a game. All you had to do was figure out the hacks and tricks, and 
you’d get the points you needed for the grade you wanted. Looking back, I realize that  I had 
developed a mindset that a school year was just a level to be completed so that I could move on to 
the next level, with the goal of finishing the game. That’s not what my teachers intended, and there 
were certainly kids who developed a learning-focused mindset on their own. But by making the 
focus about grades, the focus on learning and growth easily got lost in the day to day.  
 
That’s not our goal - we want all students, regardless of their strengths and growth areas - to focus 
on where they are now (their strengths and gaps) in order to build the knowledge and skills they’ll 
need to be successful in life.  
 
As a parent, I’m sometimes guilty of looking at my kids' grades and making the assumption that 
everything is fine (or not fine) based on what I see there. One thing we can all do as parents is talk 
with our students about their strengths, their mistakes, their struggles, and their gaps in a way that 
encourages students to see them as opportunities to learn and grow. Ask your child about a 
mistake they made in their learning, or about what they view as their strengths and their gaps. It 
can change the conversation and change their mindset.  
 
We are looking forward to a great October. Please feel free to share your thoughts, concerns and 
questions with me, and thank you for sharing your children with us. 
 

JRG  

At A Glance 

Important News for Kimberly Area School District  
Middle School Parents and Students 

Kimberly High School events such as football games, basketball games, wrestling matches, 
concerts and plays are great ways for families to spend positive time together and enjoy the talents 
of our high school students.  We want to see as many families as possible at these events. 
However, we specifically ask parents to not send pre-high school children to these events without 
proper adult supervision. 
 
Thank you for helping the Kimberly Area School District maintain a safe and orderly environment at 
Kimberly High School events! 
 

https://foxcitiesbookfestival.org/event/learning-to-see-the-world-as-a-writer/
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Walk to School, Run for ROCKS, Gator Olympics and Camp Nan-A-Bo-Sho 
September brought a lot of great opportunities for our students to come together and celebrate being a part of JRG.  Thank 
you to all students who participated in the various events!  Please take a moment to enjoy some photos from all of these 
events 
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Boys Basketball Begins in October 
Boys Basketball begins Monday, October 21. Tryouts are October 21-23 and the boys must participate in all 3 days. 8th grade 
tryouts will be from 3:10-4:30. 7th grade tryouts will be from 4:30-6:00.  Please see the letter below for detailed information. 
 
Please make sure you have all of the proper paperwork on file in the office. You can find the athletic form on our website under 
Forms and Documents or Student Activities-Athletics.  
 
Interested students can sign up on the forms located outside the Large Gym doors.  

Letter From our Athletic Director Concerning Basketball Tryouts 
 
Dear Parents and Athletes: 
 
Tryouts for the boys basketball program will be held soon, and we would like to share more information about the process. This 
is an exciting time, but can also be a time of high emotions and tensions for parents, players, and coaches.  JRG offers two 
teams at each grade level, but because the numbers of boys interested are usually high, we must use a tryout system for this 
sport. We hope to answer some of the questions you may have about this process. 
 
The tryout period will last 2 to 3 days and will be held in the large gym at JRG.  The 8

th
 graders will practice 3:10-4:30 and 7

th
 

graders 4:30-6:00.  Players must attend all tryout dates. 
 
Tryout dates: 
Monday, Oct. 21nd,  1

st
 day of tryouts 

Tuesday, Oct. 22rd,   2
nd

 day of tryouts (some cuts will be made this day) 
Wednesday, Oct. 23th, 3rd day of tryouts (final cuts will be made) 
 
Each practice session will last about 1 ½ hours.  We will keep a total of 30 players. Once the teams have been decided the 
coaches will divide the players into 2 equal teams.   
 
Many factors will go into the decision on whether or not a player makes the teams. Our coaches do the best they can to fairly 
evaluate all the players. Coaches use the same rating system for all students, and we often bring in additional coaches from 
middle and high school to help us evaluate players. Some of the factors considered are: 
 
1.  The player’s fundamental basketball skills including shooting, dribbling, passing, defense and court awareness. 
2.  How the player functions as a teammate and leader. 
3.  The player’s attitude and effort. 
 
Students who do not make the team are encouraged to continue working on their skills and to tryout again next year..  Almost 
every year, we have students who make the team in grade 8 who did not make the team in grade 7 because they continued to 
play and work on their skills.  There are many ways to improve, such as playing in other organized leagues or by attending one 
of the many camps that are offered in our area. 
 
Feedback Available To Players Who Do Not Make The Team 
If a player wants to know what they could work on to better their chances next year we encourage them to ask the 
coaches.  They can either approach the coach after practice or set up a time to meet with them the next day at school. We 
encourage you to allow the athlete to have this discussion, as it is a great life skill. If you have questions about this process, 
please feel free to contact me. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Mary Hammen 
Athletic Director/Physical Education Teacher 
(920) 423-4106 
 

Pom and Dance Begins October 29 
7th and 8th grade Pom and Dance Season will begin on Tuesday, October 29.  
 
The first practice will run from 3:10-4:15 on Oct. 29 in the JRG Commons.  Following this practice, there will be a PARENT 
MEETING for all parents and dancers from 4:15-5:00 in the JRG commons.   
 
The 2019 Dance Season will run from October 29 thru December 12 and will include multiple performances for the 8th grade 
boys’ basketball teams during half time of home games.    
  
If you have any questions please contact Althea Vanevenhoven (Rm 133) ext. 2827, or Ashley Appleton (Rm 103) ext. 2880.  



Attendance Messages 
Your child’s safety is our top priority.  For this reason, we send a message home via phone, email and text if a student has been 
marked absent for 2 or more periods.  This is not intended to be a negative message, but rather a verification that your student 
is safe.   
 
At times, our voicemail system has been known to drop, or not save messages properly which may be why we try to contact 
you even though you have called in prior to the start of the school day.   
 
If you have any questions or concerns, feel free to contact us at 788-7905. 
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8th Grade Planning Conference   
An individual 8th Grade Conference is provided to 8th grade students and their parents between the months of October and 
January. At the individual conference, students will use their Career Cruising accounts to help discuss plans for their transition 
into high school. No final decisions will be made at the individual conference; however, information about post-secondary 
planning will be provided by the counselors and it will help parents/students think about potential high school pathways based on 
student interest.   
  
In order to schedule an individual conference with one of the counselors, parents/students must attend an 8th Grade Group 
Conference. The group conference will provide a basic background on the high school process which will allow for the 
counselor, parent, and student to get into more specific detail during the individual conferences. After attending a group 
conference, you will receive an email from Student Services with directions for signing up for the individual conference. Please 
stop by the Student Services for more information or to talk with Brad Demmin (7th Grade Counselor) and Shannon Steif (8th 
Grade Counselor).   

Appointments, Item Drop-Off and the Buzz-In Entry System  
We understand that students need to leave school during the day for various reasons.  If you are aware that your student will be 
leaving during the day, please have them stop in the Main Office with a note in the morning to get a pass.    
  
If the Main Office is aware ahead of time that a student is leaving, it will make the new “Buzz-In” entry process much quicker for 
you when you arrive.     
  
If you know that someone other than yourself is picking up your student, please let the office know in advance.  For safety 
purposes, we cannot allow a student to leave with someone other than a parent, guardian, emergency contact or an individual 
you have specified.  A staff member will need to contact you prior to allowing entry into the building if someone other than one 
listed above arrives to pick up your student.  
  
If you are dropping off a forgotten item for your student, we have a cart located in the Main Office vestibule for your 
convenience for items other than money and electronics.  Please label the item using scrap paper and Sharpie in the tote on 
the cart, and we will get the item to your student.  
  

Thank you for your help in making JRG a safe place for our students!  

Parking in the Circle Driveway 
We ask that parents refrain from parking or standing in the circle driveway in front of JRG when picking up students after 
school.  This area is intended for appointments during school hours, deliveries and emergency vehicles.  Thank you for your 
help and understanding. 

YMCA of the Fox Cities: Youth In Government Opportunities 
Youth in Government is a national YMCA program for 7

th
-12

th
 graders.  Youth in Government take a hands-on approach to 

involving the delegates in the legislative, executive and judicial branches of government, the program also includes a press 
corps. 
  
Students have an opportunity to participate in a variety of roles such as Senators and Representatives where they will research 
and debate bills; Supreme Court attorneys where they will prepare, appeal and respond before the high court and act as a 
Supreme Court judge; and members of the Press Corps where participants will research, write and edit a newspaper, and are 
responsible for the program’s social media. 
 
The Fox Cities Delegation spends the months of October through early March working writing bills, developing briefs for court 
cases and writing press releases. All of the work the individual delegates do at our meetings comes full circle for one weekend 
in March where delegations all throughout the state of WI travel to the capitol building for our Model Government weekend. At 
Model Gov. the delegates bills are debated in chambers, the court cases are presented in the Supreme Court and the Press 
Corps is in and out of all of the areas working on press releases, creating social media posts, publishing news articles, filming 
and editing video projects.  
 
You can find the local brochure or sign up at https://www.ymcafoxcities.org/youth-government, or visit the statewide program 
website: http://www.wisconsinyig.org/ where you will find more program information.  

https://www.ymcafoxcities.org/youth-government
http://www.wisconsinyig.org/


The Kimberly Area School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, (including limited English proficiency), ancestry, creed, 
pregnancy, marital status, parental status, sexual orientation, homelessness status, sex, including transgender status, change of sex or gender identity, disability, 

age (except as authorized by law), military status or physical, mental, emotional, or learning disability in any of its student programs or activities.     
 

J.R. Gerritts Middle School * 545 S. John Street * Kimberly, WI 54136 
(P) 920-788-7905   (F) 920-788-7914   (E)  JRG@kimberly.k12.wi.us     

Emergency Medications  
Please be aware that emergency medications that are provided for use during the school day will not be accessible after school 
hours. Parents and students plan ahead to have emergency medication available during after school activities such as clubs 
and sports. If an emergency arises and a student does not have their emergency medication available, 911 will be called.  

Collecting Homework Due to Illness  
If your student is missing school days due to illness and you would like to gather their homework, please have your student 
check their Google Classroom for assignments or have them email their teachers directly.  Teacher email addresses consist of 
the teacher’s first initial, last name@kimberly.k12.wi.us (eg. Joe Smith would be jsmith@kimberly.k12.wi.us).  If you expect 
books or paperwork to be brought to the office by your student’s teachers, please call the office first to ensure the work is 
available.  
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My Child Doesn’t Feel Well While at School—What Should They Do?  
If your child is at school and does not feel well, our health room is located in the Main Office. There they will be asked to 
complete a brief form to indicate their concerns. Students will then be evaluated by the Health Assistant or an office staff 
member. We ask that students not contact home on their own without first being evaluated in the health room. For most 
concerns, 10-15 minutes of rest helps tremendously and the student is able to return to class for the remainder of the day. All 
students are encouraged to carry a water bottle with them to stay hydrated throughout the day.  
 
JRG is equipped to offer certain stock medications in pill form only. These medications include regular and extra strength 
acetaminophen, ibuprofen, and Benadryl. To dispense these medications to a student, we need to have a form completed by a 
parent indicating which medications we can provide as well as the dosage. You can find this form on our website under Forms 
and Documents. If your student needs cough drops, Tums, or non-pill forms of pain relieving medications, you may provide 
them from home in their original containers. They will be kept in the health room for those times your student needs them.  
 
Our main goal is to help students return to class and continue learning. If their temperature is over 100 degrees or other 
symptoms dictate, parents will be contacted by the health assistant, office staff, or permission will be given to the student to 
call.  Please take a moment to discuss this process with your student. If you have any questions about this process, please call 
the office at 788-7905.  

Please Help JRG Be Fragrance-Free: Fragrances, Essential Oils, CBD Oil 
Due to student and staff health issues, JRG is attempting to limit fragrances in our school. We currently have approximately 130 
students and at least one staff member with health conditions that can be negatively impacted by products with fragrances.  
 
Fragrances such as cologne, aftershave, perfume, scented lotion, fragranced hair products, essential oils and/or 
similar products can be a trigger to debilitating health conditions for these students and staff. By reducing exposure 
to these triggers, symptoms will also be reduced.  We are asking our families for any and all the help they can provide in 
reducing fragrances coming into JRG. Your assistance in minimizing or eliminating fragrances can help not only this teacher, 
but also other students who have sensitivities and allergies related to fragrances by improving indoor air quality (please see the 
American Lung Association for more information on indoor air quality).  
 
In addition, essential oils and CBD oil continue to grow in popularity and are often perceived as having medical benefits. We 
discourage students from bringing these products to school, and they will be handled like any other non-essential, non-school 
related item if they become a distraction in the learning environment. If you feel strongly that your child needs these products at 
school, we ask that you work with our school nurse and your child’s healthcare provider to develop a plan.  
 
If you have questions, please feel free to contact us. We appreciate your support! 
 
Eric Brinkmann, Principal 
Kathy Verstegen, RN, District Nurse 
 

http://www.lung.org/support-and-community/corporate-wellness/create-a-lung-healthy-work.html?referrer=https://www.google.com/
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https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b4dafac22aaf49-8thgrade5
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https://www.eventbrite.com/e/rocks-new-zoo-boo-tickets-73157815997
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JRG Club Information 
Student Must Be a ROCKS Member to participate 
Dates are also listed on the JRG Events Calendar 

 

Alliance Club—3:00-3:45 

 Contact: Ms. Startup, Room 105 (mstartup@kimberly.k12.wi.us) or Ms. Stupka (rstupka@kimberly.k12.wi.us)  
 
October 8: introductory meeting in room 105.  Meetings will be the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month. 
 

Art Club—3:00-4:00 

 Contact: Ms. Dagesse, Room 436 (rdagesse@kimberly.k12.wi.us)  
 
October: 7, 14, 21, 28 
November: 4, 11, 18, 25 
December: 2, 9, 16  
 

Computer Science Club—3:00-4:00 

 Contact: Ms. Froze, Room 111 (afroze@kimberly.k12.wi.us) 
 
October: 3, 7,10,14,17, 21,28 
November: 4,7,11, 18, 21, 25 
December 2, 5, 9,12,16,19 
 

Tennis Club—3:00-4:15  

 Contact: Ms. Nji, Room 215 (jnji@kimberly.k12.wi.us) 
 

7th Grade practices on Mondays and Wednesdays; 8th Grade practices on Tuesdays and Thursdays 

Last day of Fall Tennis is October 10 

 

JRG Athletics 
Student Must Be a ROCKS Member to participate 

Dates and locations are also listed on the JRG Athletic Calendar 

 

 

 

Volleyball  
(matches begin at 4:00 unless 

otherwise noted on Athletic Calendar): 

 
October 
 
3: White at Home 
7: Red at Home 
8: White at Home 

Cross Country  
(meets begin at 4:15 unless otherwise 

noted on Athletic Calendar): 
 
October 
 
1: At Kaukauna 
7: At Kaukauna Invite 

Boys Basketball 
 

Tryout dates: October 21-23 
 
8

th
 graders will practice 3:10-4:30 

7
th
 graders 4:30-6:00   

 
Players must attend all tryout dates 
 
21: 1st day of tryouts 
22: 2

nd
 day of tryouts (some cuts will be 

made this day) 
23: 3rd day of tryouts (final cuts will be 
made) 
 
Game schedule will be available soon 

https://www.kimberly.k12.wi.us/jr-gerritts-middle/calendar/monthly/2018/12
https://www.kimberly.k12.wi.us/jr-gerritts-middle/athletics


Gator News • J.R. Gerritts Middle School •  Page 17    



Project Starfish Intended to Help Families in Financial Need 
Limited Financial Assistance is available for activities, events and programs at JRG Middle School through Project Starfish. 
 
In partnership with U. S. Ventures, Inc., JRG is proud to Continue its participation with Project Starfish.  Project Starfish 
provides an opportunity for students to develop a plan to volunteer within the school community and "pay it forward" in an effort 
to make a difference to others.  This could be anything from helping clean up school property; helping in the office, weeding, or 
an approved project the student may self select. Participants in Project Starfish remain confidential, must demonstrate financial 
hardship and must complete their volunteer work prior to the activity.  
 
Forms to participate in Project Starfish can be picked up in the Student Services office.   Submission of a request does not 
guarantee assistance. 
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Family Move - Outside of the Kimberly Area School District  
When a family moves outside of the Kimberly Area School District, students may continue to attend the school where they are 
currently enrolled if they qualify for a Tuition Waiver (obtained from the district office). Students who qualify for a Tuition Waiver 
are entitled to continue their enrollment through the waiver period. However, they are required to apply for Open Enrollment 
during the next Open Enrollment application period if they want to remain in the Kimberly Area School District after the Tuition 
Waiver has expired.  
 
For additional information, please contact Jen Bixler at (920)423-4166 or email her at jbixler@kimberly.k12.wi.us  
 

Family Move - Within the Kimberly Area School District  
When a family move occurs within the Kimberly Area School District, students may continue to attend the school where they are 
currently enrolled even though their residence has changed to another Kimberly Area School District attendance area.  
 
Parents who wish to have their student(s) remain in the same school after a move within the school district must complete the 
School Request Form located on the district website under Student & Parents>Enrollment>Attendance and return it to the 
district office Attn: Sara Vogel.  
 
For additional information regarding school request contact Sara Vogel at (920)423-4122.  

Are you on our mailing list?  
We want to ensure parents of young children (age 0-5) in our District are on our mailing list, so you can receive information 
relative to your child’s age group, such as early childhood screening information or 4K and 5K registration information. We also 
need to have information for all children age 0-21 for state reporting.  Click on this link https://goo.gl/DFjSne to complete the 
census form, or complete and mail the census form found here https://goo.gl/TkNvX6. If you know of other families with children 
in our District that may not be in our system, please help us by sharing this information with them.  

Follow JRG on Instagram, ‘Like’ Us on Facebook 
 
JRG can be found on Facebook at Facebook.com/JRGerritts.   
In addition, JRG is now on Instagram at JRGMSOfficial. 
 
These resources are used to provide occasional school-wide updates and for reminders about various upcoming 
events.  Families also find it's fun to check out the hundreds of pictures of students participating in events, activities 
and other learning experiences at JRG.    

 
Additional Opportunities Available on the KASD Community Events Page 

While many community opportunities are included in our weekly newsletters, additional events and opportunities are 
also posted on the District webpage under Community Events, or by clicking here.  Links to items such as Park and 
Rec opportunities, community dances, educational opportunities, speakers, and local festivals can be found there. 
 
 
Community Events will be posted here as they become available. 
 
Punt, Pass & Kick Competition Saturday, September 28th 
Kimberly Fire Department Open House: Saturday, October 5th 
Homecoming Game Tailgate: Friday, October 18th 
Outagamie Feed the Hungry Event Thursday, October 24th 
Papermaker Youth Wrestling Parent Meeting: Tuesday, November 12th  

https://docs.google.com/a/kimberly.k12.wi.us/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdtO4vXWxAQGfac3yUOmD-9ID5DYvR-zjgtu8A0qb0D2IcaqQ/viewform?c=0&w=1
https://www.kimberly.k12.wi.us/students-and-parents/forms
http://www.kimberly.k12.wi.us/community/community-events
https://www.kimberly.k12.wi.us/community/files/documents/Punt-Pass-Kick-September-28-2019-information-and-signup.pdf
https://www.kimberly.k12.wi.us/community/files/documents/Kimberly-Fire-Department-2019-Open-House-flyer.pdf
https://www.kimberly.k12.wi.us/community/files/documents/Homecoming-Game-Tailgate-Flyer.pdf
https://www.kimberly.k12.wi.us/community/files/documents/Outagamie-Free-Food-Event-Poster.pdf
https://www.kimberly.k12.wi.us/community/files/documents/Parent-Meeting-Youth-Wrestling-Flyer.pdf
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Rob DeLain 
KASD Homeless Liaison 

920.788.7905 

Kristine Nadolski 
608.267.7338 




