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At A Glance 

Thank You From The Ott Family 
To our JRG friends, 
 
As you are all very aware, on November 23rd, my family and I received some news that turned our 
lives around.  But in all our sadness, we found a silver lining.  We found generosity and many caring 
people.  I must start by saying how sorry I am that I have not done this earlier. I cannot begin to 
thank you all enough for the kindness and generosity you have shown my family and I.  There are no 
words that can honestly let you know how much we appreciated the kind words, donations of food, 
money, gift cards, and help we have received during this time. It is wonderful to see how much 
people care and love my family.  Anytime I feel lonely, I simply remember all the people who have 
stood behind us and remember that we are not alone.  Thank you from the bottom of my heart for 
everything you’ve done for us.  
 
With love, Beth Ott 
and family 
 

Teacher Appreciation Week 
Gator Families, 
 
Over the past several weeks, I’ve tried to give voice to the appreciation our staff has for our students 
and their families. This unexpected transition to online learning has been successful due to the 
perseverance and commitment of all of those now learning at home. Thank for all you’ve done and 
are continuing to do. 
 
This week, however, I want to pause and shine a spotlight on our teachers, paraprofessionals and 
support staff during teacher appreciation week. I’ve been a principal since 2001 in several schools, 
and I’ve never experienced a stranger year. But more importantly, I’ve never seen a group of 
educators rise to a challenge and make lemonade out of lemons as I have with the staff at JRG. I’m 
immensely proud of the response of our teachers and staff, and I hope you’ll join me this week in 
expressing appreciation for their work during a turbulent time. Of course, it hasn’t all gone perfectly 
and we have certainly learned some things along the way, but our staff have pulled together to 
embrace the challenge and strived to keep our student’s social and emotional well-being at the 
forefront of what we do. There probably aren’t many of us who wouldn’t immediately go back to 
classrooms full of students if given the chance, but since that isn’t possible, our staff have seized the 
opportunity to make the best of strange times. In the coming days, if you experience a moment of 
gratitude toward one of our educators, I encourage you to take a moment to share it with them.  
 
Speaking of strange times, your family, like mine, might be starting to feel the strain and grind of our 
current situation as we move closer to the end of two months of online learning. I don’t have a magic 
answer for you but wanted to share my thoughts this week on the impact of perspective. Allow me a 
minute for some background: I’m an early morning exerciser, and while I’m exercising, I like to wake 
up my brain listening to podcasts. I especially like podcasts that, if I would have to categorize them, 
are about history and the human experience. Recently, I stumbled on Cautionary Tales from the 
BBC, and this epsiode, in particular, got me thinking. The premise is this: Disruption, whether 
unexpected or intentional, can lead to innovation and creativity if we see it as an opportunity.  
 
In this newsletter, Beth Ott, wife of our departed teacher Scott Ott, asked to share a message with 
our school community. It's a message that I think connects with what I’ve tried to share here. We 
certainly have enough disruption to go around right now. It’s not always easy or enjoyable, and for 
some this has been a time full of unwanted suffering. But in that disruption, we might be able to 
seize the opportunity to see things differently and learn things that will help us grow. That’s my hope 
for all of us in this unprecedented time - that we will face the disruption head-on and learn from it in 
ways that will make us stronger, better, and more resilient.  
 
In this edition of the Gator News, we’re also sharing a few examples of using our current 
circumstances to create unique learning experiences. We hope you enjoy them. Stay strong and 
kind, Gator family! 
 
Mr. Brinkmann, Principal 
 

https://open.spotify.com/episode/5T0lLZoc5TEsa0Vo0bjYOg


8th Grader’s Journal Responses 
Our eighth grade Language Arts students have been studying historical fiction. To build historical background on a specific era, 
they have been learning about Anne Frank. As part of that learning, teachers have used journal prompts to have students reflect 
on their own experiences in a society that has created isolating experiences (although for very different reasons than the 
experiences of the Frank family). Here are some of the prompts and student responses:  
 
What have YOU witnessed happening or changing in your homes, society, and this time in history during the COVID-19 
crisis?  
For me, what has changed in my house is that my family seems to be a lot closer together. We have been able to hang out a lot 
more than what we usually are able to do. We have family dinner every single night nowadays, it used to be only around 3 times 
a week since somebody was always off playing sports. What has changed in society is that people are a lot more cautious and 
aware of everything. People are taking precautions to make sure that we all stay safe during the time of the pandemic. For me 
what I am noticing is how much I value the presence of other people in my life. I miss my classmates, soccer people, my friends, 
and my extended family that I have been unable to visit  
 
You were asked to reflect on what changes you were noticing in the movie within the secret annex, society, and this 
time in history. What have YOU witnessed happening or changing in your homes, society, and this time in history 
during the COVID-19 crisis?  
I think that when we left school on the last day no one expected it to get this bad. Everyone was going to make plans with their 
friends to hang out over the break. Now people have seen how bad it is getting. I haven’t been able to hang out with my friends at 
all. The only time I saw them was on my birthday and they were only able to drive by. I think that society as a whole is scared. No 
one wants to be the person who gets lots of others sick. Some people seem to only care about themselves and others more 
worried about others. One really good example is toilet paper. Some people were trying to buy all of it up, for themselves. But, 
some people were on FaceBook putting messages out asking if people needed them to go to the store. I also think that this is the 
first time in a long time that the whole world has been against one common enemy. The whole world is being affected and no one 
can just stop it.  
 
Describe the last class when your teachers and classmates were all gathered in the same building. What do you 
remember about that day? What did you do in your classes? What experiences did you share with your friends?  
Monday March 16th… This wasn’t supposed to be our last day. That day no one was ready to say that their was a chance that 
we wouldn’t be coming back the next day, rather we were thinking about what we would be doing the next two days. I was 
supposed to have a math test the next day, but in the end we had to wait an additional week, and do it at home. 
 
But within a week I was already wishing to be back at school. I never once believed that we wouldn’t be coming back this school 
year, I thought I would get to see my friends again and teachers within two or three weeks, but now that won’t happen this year.  
 
My mom had texted me that day, and it had came to my watch telling me that today would be our last day, for at least 3 weeks. 
After that everything started to change. 
 
What are your Pits and Peaks during this time?  
    Peaks: More time to help cook family meals.   
     A staying safe and healthy home.   
     Lots of family game time!.   
     Sleeping in.   
     Family movie nights.   
     Bike rides/exercise. 
    Pits:  Not having the freedom to go the places we want to go.    
     Not being able to see family and friends.   
     Not attending school like normal.  
     Missing all my great teachers! 
 
 
 
Since the COVID-19 Safer at Home order and school closure, what have you witnessed happening or changing in 
society? What is different now? What has stayed the same? How have your personal day to day and week to week 
experiences changed? Do you think these are good changes or bad changes? Where have you seen the light and good 
coming out of people in all of this? Have you done anything to try and spread positivity during this difficult time?  
I’ve noticed that Covid-19 is actually helping the Earth. Since people aren’t allowed to go to beaches or many places at all, the 
beaches are cleaner and the air is as well. I don’t know very well what is different and what is the same because I haven’t been 
out of the house much, but my mom has said the streets are quieter, and my neighborhood is certainly quieter. We have plenty of 
kids on our street, so it is normally loud and bright, but it has been a lot more dull since this all happened. My personal day to day 
has been a lot different. I am able to sleep in and I do school work and workout much later in the day. I personally think that it is 
making positive changes for me, because I am able to catch up on sleep, and I am able to rest injuries from sports. I’ve also 
actually seen a lot of positivity spread through this. As I’ve gotten coffee from Dunkin, I’ve been getting an extra one each time 
and dropping it off at a friend’s house. A lot of my friends have done stuff like that as well. I’ve gotten cookies and brownies from 
friends, and I had other friends who brought donuts. Overall, I think the Covid-19 is doing a lot more “good” than we expected.  
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Parent Notifications from Google Classroom 

To facilitate distance learning from home, google classroom offers summary notifications for parents and guardians.  These 
summaries include: 

 Missing work - Work that’s late at the time the summary was sent 

 Upcoming work - Work that’s due that day and the following day, as well as work due in the upcoming week.   

 Class activity—Announcements, assignments, and questions recently posted by teachers 
 
You are able to set the frequency of these notifications and remove yourself at any time.  Once you are assigned to one of your 
student’s classrooms, you will have access to all of their classes.   
 
If you are not already signed up to receive google notifications from classroom and would like to, please contact your child’s TLC 
teacher and they will get you set up.  Please include the email at which you would like to be contacted.   

 
  If you have further questions, please reach out to Rob DeLain at rdelain@kimberly.k12.wi.us.  

Fall Sports Meeting for Incoming Freshman 
The Kimberly High School Fall Sports Meeting that was scheduled for May 31 at the High School has been modified for this year.  
There will now be pre-recorded meetings sent directly to athletes and parents via email.  If you (athlete), or your son or daughter is 
interested in participating in a fall sport as a freshman, please email Marsha Van Hout at mvanhout@kimberly.k12.wi.us with 
which sport(s) you are interested in.  Your information will then be passed on to the head coaches of each sport and you will be 
put on their email list.  They will include you when they send out links to their Fall Sport Meeting.  Please indicate your fall 
interests as soon as possible. 
 
FALL SPORT OFFERINGS: 

·         Cross Country (girls and boys) 
·         Football 
·         Girls Golf 
·         Boys Soccer 
 

·         Girls Swim & Dive 
·         Girls Tennis 
·         Boys Volleyball 
·         Girls Volleyball  

Chromebook and Technology Assistance and Chromebook Repair Process 

Thank you for your patience and support as we transition to the world of online learning.  We are “here” in the virtual, online sense 
of that word, to continue to support your child’s learning and social-emotional needs. Please reach out to us with questions or 
concerns. 
 
If your child is unsure of how to use an app or Chromebook feature, they should contact their teacher.  If you are experiencing an 
issue with a district-owned device, please contact your child’s teacher and they will inform the proper department for assistance.  
 
Our IT department will contact families with next steps after a teacher has informed them of the issue. Devices can be 
exchanged:  
 
Mondays and Wednesdays - 10AM - 2PM and Fridays 7AM - 11AM.  Please use the circle drive JRG Main Entrance off of 
John Street for drive through service.  
 
If you have specific questions about the repair process, please contact JRG at 788-7905 or jrg@kimberly.k12.wi.us. 

The Kimberly Area School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, (including limited English proficiency), ancestry, creed, 
pregnancy, marital status, parental status, sexual orientation, homelessness status, sex, including transgender status, change of sex or gender identity, disability, 

age (except as authorized by law), military status or physical, mental, emotional, or learning disability in any of its student programs or activities.  
 

J.R. Gerritts Middle School * 545 S. John Street * Kimberly, WI 54136  
(P) 920-788-7905 (F) 920-788-7914 (E) JRG@kimberly.k12.wi.us  

8th Grade Students Apply Science To Everyday Tasks At Home 
While we are studying chemistry (specifically chemical bonding, elements and the periodic table) science 8 has asked kids to do 
chemistry experiments in the kitchen.  Teachers helped students learn about the chemistry involved in baking the perfect 
chocolate chip cookie and then students did their own baking, submitting photos of themselves enjoying their culinary chemistry 
treats! Coming up we will ask students to do a scavenger hunt around the house to find examples of elements in their homes that 
they use daily. Be on the lookout for your student going through the cupboards and reading ingredient labels! Finally, next week 
we will ask students to research an element on the periodic table and then create a character based on their element's properties. 
Is the element a superhero or a super villain? Using their creative side they will get to construct a poster of their element 
character.   

mailto:rdelain@kimberly.k12.wi.us
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Food Service Will Not Be Available on 
Monday, May 25 

The District Food Service Program will not be available on 
Monday, May 25 due to Memorial Day.  Additional food 
will be provided during pickup on Friday, May 22 to cover 
the holiday weekend. 

 

Forward Exam Canceled, No Spring MAP 
Assessment  

The Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction has 
canceled the Forward Exam and DLM assessments for 
the 2019-20 school year due to the school closures 
related to COVID-19. Students will also not be assessed 
with the Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) 
assessments this spring for the same reasons.  

Attendance During Online Learning 
Please continue to call the school and leave a message if 
your student is unable to “attend” class.  We have 2 lines 
that messages can be left on—an attendance and a 
general.  Either is fine, as they will both be checked 
throughout the day.   
 
If your student has not logged in and completed the 
attendance assignment for the day, the teacher will 
contact you to inquire why. 

Keep Contact Information Up To Date 
As online learning is now our daily norm, keeping your 
contact information up to date is more important than ever.   
 
Please take a moment to log into your Parent Portal 
account and ensure all of your contact information—home 
phone, cell phones and email addresses are all correct 
and current.   
 
Once logged in, from the dropdown menu on the left of the 
screen, choose “More”.  At that point, click on “Family 
Information”.  There you will be able to verify and update 
phone and email contact information for each individual. 
Mailing address changes can only be made by the 
administration office. 

https://kimberlywi.infinitecampus.org/campus/portal/parents/kimberly.jsp
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Project Starfish Intended to Help Families in Financial Need 
Limited Financial Assistance is available for activities, events and programs at JRG Middle School through Project Starfish. 
 
In partnership with U. S. Ventures, Inc., JRG is proud to Continue its participation with Project Starfish.  Project Starfish 
provides an opportunity for students to develop a plan to volunteer within the school community and "pay it forward" in an effort 
to make a difference to others.  This could be anything from helping clean up school property; helping in the office, weeding, or 
an approved project the student may self select. Participants in Project Starfish remain confidential, must demonstrate financial 
hardship and must complete their volunteer work prior to the activity.  
 
Forms to participate in Project Starfish can be picked up in the Student Services office.   Submission of a request does not 
guarantee assistance. 
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Family Move - Outside of the Kimberly Area School District  
When a family moves outside of the Kimberly Area School District, students may continue to attend the school where they are 
currently enrolled if they qualify for a Tuition Waiver (obtained from the district office). Students who qualify for a Tuition Waiver 
are entitled to continue their enrollment through the waiver period. However, they are required to apply for Open Enrollment 
during the next Open Enrollment application period if they want to remain in the Kimberly Area School District after the Tuition 
Waiver has expired.  
 
For additional information, please contact Jen Bixler at (920)423-4166 or email her at jbixler@kimberly.k12.wi.us  
 

Family Move - Within the Kimberly Area School District  
When a family move occurs within the Kimberly Area School District, students may continue to attend the school where they are 
currently enrolled even though their residence has changed to another Kimberly Area School District attendance area.  
 
Parents who wish to have their student(s) remain in the same school after a move within the school district must complete the 
School Request Form located on the district website under Student & Parents>Enrollment>Attendance and return it to the 
district office Attn: Sara Vogel.  
 
For additional information regarding school request contact Sara Vogel at (920)423-4122.  

Are you on our mailing list?  
We want to ensure parents of young children (age 0-5) in our District are on our mailing list, so you can receive information 
relative to your child’s age group, such as early childhood screening information or 4K and 5K registration information. We also 
need to have information for all children age 0-21 for state reporting.  Click on this link https://goo.gl/DFjSne to complete the 
census form, or complete and mail the census form found here https://goo.gl/TkNvX6. If you know of other families with children 
in our District that may not be in our system, please help us by sharing this information with them.  

Follow JRG on Instagram, ‘Like’ Us on Facebook 
 
JRG can be found on Facebook at Facebook.com/JRGerritts.   
In addition, JRG is now on Instagram at JRGMSOfficial. 
 
These resources are used to provide occasional school-wide updates and for reminders about various upcoming 
events.  Families also find it's fun to check out the hundreds of pictures of students participating in events, activities 
and other learning experiences at JRG.    

 
Additional Opportunities Available on the KASD Community Events Page 

While many community opportunities are included in our weekly newsletters, additional events and opportunities are 
also posted on the District webpage under Community Events, or by clicking here.  Links to items such as Park and 
Rec opportunities, community dances, educational opportunities, speakers, and local festivals can be found there. 
 
 
Community Events will be posted here as they become available. 
 
Kimberly Area Running Club Family Fun Series June 14, 28 and July 12 
Kimberly Parks and Recreation Department is Hiring for Summer 2020 
*Free Admission to EAA for Youth 18 and under  
Village of Kimberly parks & Recreation 2020 Program Guide  

https://docs.google.com/a/kimberly.k12.wi.us/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdtO4vXWxAQGfac3yUOmD-9ID5DYvR-zjgtu8A0qb0D2IcaqQ/viewform?c=0&w=1
https://www.kimberly.k12.wi.us/students-and-parents/forms
http://www.kimberly.k12.wi.us/community/community-events
https://www.kimberly.k12.wi.us/community/files/documents/2020-FUN-RUN-FLYER.pdf
https://www.kimberly.k12.wi.us/community/files/documents/Kimberly-Park-and-Recreation-Job-Opening-FLyer-Seasonal-Employees-2020.pdf
https://www.kimberly.k12.wi.us/community/files/documents/EAA_Promotion_information.pdf
https://www.kimberly.k12.wi.us/community/files/documents/2020-Program-Guide-Kimberly-Park'n'Rec.pdf
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Rob DeLain 
KASD Homeless Liaison 

920.788.7905 

Kristine Nadolski 
608.267.7338 


