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JRG  

At A Glance 

7th Grade Scheduling Information 
Seventh grade students will be registering for their 8th grade classes on March 5th.  At this time, our 
plan is to register and schedule students for an in-person and typical year at JRG.  Keep in mind it is 
quite possible that courses may still need to be modified if Covid 19 continues to impact our plan in 
terms of risk mitigation and instruction. Students will receive more information about their course 
options later in February.   
 
If you have any questions, please contact Rob DeLain, Assistant Principal, at 
rdelain@kimberly.k12.wi.us.    

Message From Mr. Brinkmann 
March is a great time for us to stop and reflect on what we’ve accomplished together this year. We 
are nearing the end of the third quarter, and I’m so thankful for our families and staff for taking on the 
unique challenges of this school year and successfully providing an in-person learning opportunity for 
any family that desires that option. As I visit classrooms, I can close my eyes and hear learning 
conversations occurring just as they do each year. It’s great to hear students discuss, debate, 
challenge and support each other academically across the wide variety of classes on a given day. 
With my eyes open, I can see the great job our students and staff have done to make all of that 
happen in the context of masks, social grouping, learning remotely during quarantine, and all the 
other changes small and large that have been required this year.  
 
March is also a very busy month at JRG, including:   

 Spring Conferences: Our Spring parent-teacher conferences will be held virtually on 
 Thursday, March 11 from 3:30 - 6:30 p.m.  Look for information on how to sign up later in this 
 newsletter. We took your feedback and expanded the length of the conferences with our core 
 subject teacher teams to 8 minutes, while Academy time slots will remain at 5 minutes. Our 
 teachers may be reaching out to schedule a time for situations where a conference is a 
 higher priority. As always, don’t hesitate to communicate with your child’s teachers outside of 
 formal conferences. We want to be responsive to the needs and questions our families may 
 have.  

 Virtual College Tours: On the morning of Friday, March 12, our 8th grade students will 
 have the opportunity to take virtual tours of both 2-year and 4-year college options, as well as 
 hear from current KHS seniors who are pursuing 2-year and 4-year college plans, entering 
 an apprenticeship and the military. It’s a valuable tradition at JRG, and we are glad to be able 
 to continue it virtually this year as part of our Academic and Career Planning experiences.   

 State Assessment: Forward Exam testing also starts this month and continues into 
 April. 8th grades will take the Science and Social Studies portions of the test on March 23, 
 and all students will test on the mornings of April 6 and April 8. Look for more information on 
 the Forward Exam later in this newsletter. The Forward Exam is an opportunity for students 
 to demonstrate their growth, and provides us with valuable information to improve student 
 learning.  

 The start of Quarter 4: The fourth quarter also begins on Tuesday, March 23.  

 Spring Break: Our Spring Break runs from Monday, March 29 through Friday April 2 
 this year. We hope that it’s a great time for your family to enjoy some downtime and get 
 reenergized for the last quarter of the school year.  

 
We also continue to expand options for our students to participate in co-curricular activities with 
appropriate COVID risk management protocols in place. In the spring, we plan to offer opportunities 
in tennis and wrestling. And while the high school sports calendar this year means we can’t run a 
traditional middle school track program, we plan to offer opportunities for students interested in 
distance running and speed & strength development this spring. We also have re-opened our library 
for class visits, and are in the planning process for in-person band and choir concerts in May. More 
information will follow, and attendance will be limited, but our students are looking forward to 
performing in front of a live audience! 
 
We welcome your thoughts, feedback, questions and encouragement, so don’t hesitate to reach out 
to our staff or to me. Here’s to sunnier, warming weather that is surely just around the corner! 
 
Eric Brinkmann, Principal 

mailto:rdelain@kimberly.k12.wi.us
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Remote Learning Reminders 
You may be aware that if a student is required to quarantine, and can’t come to school, they are asked to continue learning and 
join their classes via Google Classroom and Google Meet. If your child is required to be in quarantine but is not ill, we ’ll let you 
know when remote learning is starting. The basic expectations are:  
 
1. Join the Google Meet via the link in each of your classes Google Classrooms following your  daily schedule (join the 

Classroom at the time your class occurs during the day).  
2. Check for and complete the assignments in Google Classroom   
3. Check your email each day  
4. Ask your teacher questions via the chat feature in Google Meet, or email them.    
 A. Be patient, it may take the teacher a moment to get back to you.    
 B.  If you have any questions or concerns about the lesson (volume of recording, unclear  on the assignment, etc.) 
 contact the teacher immediately  
  
Remote Learning is not used for shorter absences, like a sick day, or for other types of absences like a vacation. We only use 
the remote learning plan when a student is home and healthy, but is not allowed to come to school. If your student will be absent 
for other reasons, they can still check Google Classroom if they are well, but won’t have the option to join via Google Meet.  
 
As always, but probably even more important this year - if your child is not feeling well, keep them home. See the district health 
screening and other information later in this newsletter. By working together, we’ll be able to stay open and keep learning.  

Requests to Switch Between In-Person and Online Learning Open Until March 9 
Families may now request a switch to online or in person learning for Quarter 4 using this form. Requests must be received by 
March 9. Quarter 4 begins on March 23. If you have questions, please contact Principal Eric Brinkmann or Assistant Principal 
Rob DeLain.   

Forward Exam at JRG Staring March 23 
All Wisconsin public school students in grades 3-8 are assessed annually using the Forward exam. At JRG, students will begin 
Forward Exam testing on Tuesday, March 23 following the schedule outlined below.   Both grades complete assessments in 
Math and English Language Arts, while 8th graders are also assessed in Science and Social Studies.  Our testing schedule this 
year will be:   
  
8th Graders Only: 

 Social Studies and Science on Tuesday, March 23:  Students will start the test during their Block 3 / 4. They will stay 
 in that location during Block 5 / 6 and complete their Social Studies and Science testing that morning. 

 
7th and 8th Graders:  

 English Language Arts on Tuesday, April 6: Students will start the day in Block 3 / 4 from 7:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. 
 and will complete the English Language Arts portions of the test. Students then will follow their normal schedule with 
 shorter class periods.   

 Math on Thursday, April 8: Students will start the day in Block 3 / 4 from 7:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. and will 
 complete theMath portions of the test. Students then will follow their normal schedule with shorter class periods.  

 
 Please contact your child’s teacher or the office with questions about the testing schedule.         
 
Important reminders for the Forward Exam:    

 We ask that whenever possible families avoid scheduling appointments or other  pre-scheduled absences during the 
 testing sessions.    

 Remind your student to charge their Chromebook, since all testing is done online. Also,  remember that students cannot 
 use a  personal device (laptop, Chromebook, etc.) for  testing. We will provide those few students who typically opt to 
 use their own device with a  district Chromebook to use during testing.    

 Students should bring headphones on testing days, as some portions of the test require  them. Please note that 
 Bluetooth (wireless) headphones do not work with the testing system.   

 Phones, smartwatches and any other personal electronic devices cannot be used by anyone  (students or staff) in the 
 testing environment. When possible, students should leave them  at home on testing days. Teachers will be collecting 
 these devices during testing, and  returning them at the end of the testing session.    

 You can also help your child to perform at their best by ensuring that they get a good night’s  sleep and eat a healthy 
 breakfast.     

 
The results from state testing, along with local measures such as report cards, MAP assessments, classroom assessments and 
teacher feedback, provide meaningful information about students’ academic achievement to parents, students, teachers and the 
school district. We use these results to identify ways we can improve our students’ learning. If you have questions about the 
Forward Exam, please feel free to contact Eric Brinkmann, Principal. 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdiuAudJNmRMr5nAvwHOuz2Tn7eL7QofDCm-3Ilc6glNkVZaQ/viewform
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Spring Virtual Parent Teacher Conferences 

Our spring virtual Parent Teacher Conferences will be held online on Thursday, March 11th from 3:30-6:30 PM.  Parents will use 
My Conference Time to sign up for conferences. Please read the information below to guide you through your sign up process.   
Click here for Parent/Teacher Conference Sign Up 

  

How to Sign Up For A Conference 

 

¨ Go to www.myconferencetime.com/jrgerritts 

¨ IMPORTANT NOTE: Core Teachers (Math, Language Arts, Science, Social Studies) will be meeting with you as a team 
for each conference. Parents will not schedule individual conferences with each Core teacher. 

¨ To schedule a conference with your student’s Core Team of teachers select the Folder titled GRADE 7 TEAMS or GRADE 8 
TEAMS. Then select the team of Core Teachers that applies to your student(s) Our team names at each grade are 
Swampies, Glades, Lagoons, Bayous, and teacher names are listed in parentheses to help you identify the team you want to 
meet with. Each student has one core team of teachers. 

¨ Academy Teachers (Art, Tech Ed, Music, Foreign Language, Computer Ed, Health, Phy Ed) have individual conference time 
slots available. Click on the folder: ACADEMY TEACHERS to sign up for conference times with those individual teachers. 

¨ Resource Teachers also have individual time slots available by clicking on the folder titled: RESOURCE TEACHERS 

¨ For each conference you are scheduling, select the desired time for your conference by clicking on "Sign Up" 

¨ Submit the requested information 

  

 
“Attending” The Virtual Conference 

· Virtual Conferences will be held using Google Meet. We use this platform daily with our students and teachers. Once 
conferences have been scheduled you will receive a Google Meet calendar invitation from the teacher or team that you 
signed up to meet with. The invitation will be sent to the email that you registered with. This link is how you will connect 
virtually to meet with your student(s) teacher(s) on the day and time of your conference. 

· If you have several children attending our school, click on “Register for Multiple Time Slots” (yellow banner) and follow the 
prompts to schedule your children for several conferences. 

· Conference slots are 8 minutes long for Core Teacher Teams and Resource Teachers and 5 minutes long for Academy 
Teachers. Please do not try to join earlier than your scheduled time slot as teachers may be in an existing conference. If you 
think you require a longer, more involved conversation with your student’s teachers it would be best to contact your student’s 
teachers to set up a separate meeting when more time is available. 

· When you join the Google Meet, you may need to wait briefly until the teacher admits you into the conference. Please be patient 
as teachers finish up a conference with another parent or guardian. If your request times out, please try to join with the link 
again. 

SIGN UP FOR CONFERENCES OPENS THURSDAY, MARCH 4TH AT 3:00 PM, AND CLOSES WEDNESDAY, MARCH 10TH 
AT 3:00 PM 

 
We are looking forward to meeting with you!  If you have questions regarding the Virtual Parent Teacher Conferences, please 
email jrg@kimberly.k12.wi.us or contact the main office at 920-788-7905.  

https://www.myconferencetime.com/jrgerritts
https://www.myconferencetime.com/jrgerritts/
mailto:jrg@kimberly.k12.wi.us
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Boys Basketball 3 on 3 
After finishing a socially distanced skills season, JRG’s boys basketball players were able to participate in an in-school 3 on 3 
tournament.  Congratulations to all of the players and teams! 
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Pop Tab Drive—Support the Ronald McDonald House 
The Pop Tab Drive has started so be sure to start collecting!  This drive 
benefits the Ronald McDonald House, a great charity that helps 
families of sick children with providing a room to stay in along with much 
more to help ease the situation.  So before you recycle your 
aluminum can be sure to take off the tab to do your part!  To donate drop 
your tabs off in the bin in student services or during lunch if you have a 
tab be sure to put it in the bin by the garbage.  Start Collecting Today! 

https://enrollment.bbsmiles.org/
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Appointments and Forgotten Item Drop-Off  
Attendance is managed through the Main Office at JRG.  If your student will be arriving late to school, please call the Main Office 
so we can update attendance as soon as possible. We also understand that students need to leave school during the day for 
various reasons.  If you are aware that your student will be leaving during the day, please call or have them stop in the Main 
Office with a note in the morning to get a pass.    
    
Your student’s teachers are notified through Infinite Campus of any absences. 
 
If you know that someone other than yourself is picking up your student, please let the office know in advance.  For safety 
purposes, we cannot allow a student to leave with someone other than a parent, guardian, emergency contact or an individual 
you have specified.  A staff member will need to contact you prior to allowing entry into the building if someone other than one 
listed above arrives to pick up your student.     
 
If you are dropping off a forgotten item for your student, we have a table located in the Main Office vestibule for your convenience 
for items other than money and electronics.  Please ensure that all items are labelled clearly with your student’s name.  We will 
email the student to let them know something has arrived for them. 
 
Thank you for your help in making JRG a safe place for our students. 

Attendance Messages 
Your child’s safety is our top priority.  For this reason, we send a message home via phone, email and text if a student has been 
marked absent for 2 or more periods.  This is not intended to be a negative message, but rather a verification that your student is 
safe.   
 
At times, our voicemail system has been known to drop, or not save messages properly which may be why we try to contact you 
even though you have called in prior to the start of the school day.   
 
If you have any questions or concerns, feel free to contact us at 788-7905. 

Collecting Homework Due to Illness  
If your student is missing school days due to illness and you would like to gather their homework, please have your student check 
their Google Classroom for assignments or have them email their teachers directly.  Teacher email addresses consist of the 
teacher’s first initial, last name@kimberly.k12.wi.us (eg. Joe Smith would be jsmith@kimberly.k12.wi.us).  If you expect books or 
paperwork to be brought to the office by your student’s teachers, please call the office first to ensure the work is available.  
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Student Services TikTok Account  
With our face-to-face time with students somewhat limited this year, Mr. Demmin and Ms. Diamond created a private JRG 
Student Services TikTok account! We are trying to find creative ways to stay connected with kids learning both virtually and in 
person, as well as make school feel a little more fun in the time of COVID. Please note that your child does NOT need a phone 
or a TikTok account in order to join in the fun.  
 
Each time the counselors create a video, it is saved to Google Drive and a link is sent to each and every student via their school 
email. Some of the videos created so far include introducing our pet goldfish, promoting Spirit Week dress up days, and 
promoting the October Trick or Can food drive (the counselors even learned a dance for that one, thanks to a little bit of help from 
the 8th graders)! Our hope is that these videos will share valuable information, and also give our students something to smile and 
laugh about behind their masks. 

Morning Traffic at JRG 
If you drop your child off at JRG in the morning, you know that the times between 7:10 and about 7:25 a.m. are busy and 
congested. This year there are some additional factors, including that more parents are choosing to drive their student to school 
this year over having them ride the bus, and that we have recently welcomed a significant number of students back from online. 
Snow cover can also can block off areas that otherwise would allow students to easily exit the vehicle before entering our front 
circle drive.  
 
A JRG committee is currently reviewing our processes to look for ways to improve traffic flow. In the meantime, you can help the 
flow by making sure your child has their materials ready to quickly exit the vehicle, pulling all the way forward to the main 
entrance before stopping to drop off your child, and exiting the front circle drive by turning right (north) onto John Street.  
 
We appreciate your patience as we continue to seek ways to improve our traffic safety and flow.  
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The Kimberly Area School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, (including limited English proficiency), ancestry, creed, 
pregnancy, marital status, parental status, sexual orientation, homelessness status, sex, including transgender status, change of sex or gender identity, disability, 

age (except as authorized by law), military status or physical, mental, emotional, or learning disability in any of its student programs or activities.  
 

J.R. Gerritts Middle School * 545 S. John Street * Kimberly, WI 54136  
(P) 920-788-7905 (F) 920-788-7914 (E) JRG@kimberly.k12.wi.us  

My Child Doesn’t Feel Well While at School—What Should They Do?  
If your child is at school and does not feel well, our health room is located in the Main Office.  Students will then be evaluated by 
the Health Assistant or an office staff member. We ask that students not contact home on their own without first being evaluated 
in the health room. For most concerns, 10-15 minutes of rest helps tremendously and the student is able to return to class for 
the remainder of the day. All students are encouraged to carry a water bottle with them to stay hydrated throughout the day.  
 
JRG is equipped to offer certain stock medications in pill form only. These medications include regular and extra strength 
acetaminophen, ibuprofen, and Benadryl. To dispense these medications to a student, we need to have a form completed by a 
parent indicating which medications we can provide as well as the dosage. This form was included in this year’s Annual Update. 
If your student needs cough drops, Tums, or non-pill forms of pain relieving medications, you may provide them from home in 
their original containers.  They will be kept in the health room for those times your student needs them.  
 
Our main goal is to help students return to class and continue learning. If their temperature is over 100 degrees or other 
symptoms dictate, parents will be contacted by the health assistant, office staff, or permission will be given to the student to call.  
 
Additionally this school year, if a student presents 2 or more symptoms on the COVID-19 screening, a parent will be contact to 
pick up their student.  A letter with the steps needed to return to school will be provided at that time.    
 
Please take a moment to discuss this process with your student. If you have any questions, please call the office at 788-7905.  

A Note From The Health Room 
If your student is carrying their own inhaler to school, please make sure it has their name or initials on the inhaler itself.  
Throughout the year, inhalers are a common item left behind and having initials on it will allow us to return it to the proper person. 

Food Service Information for In Person and Online Learning Families 
The power of breakfast is an amazing thing.  It provides a strong start to the day and helps students remain energized and 
focused.  A missed morning meal or snack can often have adverse effects such as headache, upset stomach, and fatigue.  JRG 
offers a to-go breakfast program each morning beginning at 7:10 AM for $1.55 (no cost for free and reduced).  JRG also offers a 
wider variety of menu items during the lunch hours.  Please click here for detailed breakfast and lunch information as well as 
information on applying for Free and Reduced meals.  
 
Breakfast and lunch menus can be found here. 
 
Students that have opted to participate in Online Learning this year also have the opportunity to order school lunches through 
Nutrislice.   
 
A few things to note with online ordering: 
 
* Orders must be placed by 11:30 p.m. the evening before. 
* Pick up for all meals is at JRG door 1W in the front of the school from 10:30am-11:00am.  JRG is located at 545 S. John St., 
 Kimberly, WI  54136. 
* Please provide Chartwells with the name and school of your student when picking up meals. 
* If your student's school offers breakfast you may order a breakfast and pick it up at the same time you pick up their lunch. 
* Your student's food service account will be debited at the end of the day. 

Emergency Medications  
Please be aware that emergency medications that are provided for use during the school day will not be accessible after school 
hours. Parents and students plan ahead to have emergency medication available during after school activities such as clubs and 
sports. If an emergency arises and a student does not have their emergency medication available, 911 will be called.  

School Fees and Lunch Payments 
Just a reminder that you are able to pay school fees and add money to your lunch account online through Infinite Campus.  You 
are now able to pay fees and add money to your lunch account at anytime during the year without being charged the $1.75 by 
using the e-check method.  You will still be charged $1.75 if you choose to use a credit card to recoup some of the credit card 
fees that the district is charged.  Please remember when you use an e-check it is similar to using a paper check and if this check 
would be  rejected by your bank due to non-sufficient funds, you will be charged a $25 NSF fee.   

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cNTzVmQdGDWcsW9B13NRcRBIj-AEWIARhiCukaJJzwQ/edit
http://kimberly.nutrislice.com/menu/jp-gerritts-middle-school
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdkN53GtFslbYC2MWy74VOczEgTe2uFboGrk0GCoRgoS_71dw/viewform
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Project Starfish Intended to Help Families in Financial Need 
Limited Financial Assistance is available for activities, events and programs at JRG Middle School through Project Starfish. 
 
In partnership with U. S. Ventures, Inc., JRG is proud to Continue its participation with Project Starfish.  Project Starfish 
provides an opportunity for students to develop a plan to volunteer within the school community and "pay it forward" in an effort 
to make a difference to others.  This could be anything from helping clean up school property; helping in the office, weeding, or 
an approved project the student may self select. Participants in Project Starfish remain confidential, must demonstrate financial 
hardship and must complete their volunteer work prior to the activity.  
 
Forms to participate in Project Starfish can be picked up in the Student Services office.   Submission of a request does not 
guarantee assistance. 
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Family Move - Outside of the Kimberly Area School District  
When a family moves outside of the Kimberly Area School District, students may continue to attend the school where they are 
currently enrolled if they qualify for a Tuition Waiver (obtained from the district office). Students who qualify for a Tuition Waiver 
are entitled to continue their enrollment through the waiver period. However, they are required to apply for Open Enrollment 
during the next Open Enrollment application period if they want to remain in the Kimberly Area School District after the Tuition 
Waiver has expired.  
 
For additional information, please contact Jen Bixler at (920)423-4166 or email her at jbixler@kimberly.k12.wi.us  
 

Family Move - Within the Kimberly Area School District  
When a family move occurs within the Kimberly Area School District, students may continue to attend the school where they are 
currently enrolled even though their residence has changed to another Kimberly Area School District attendance area.  
 
Parents who wish to have their student(s) remain in the same school after a move within the school district must complete the 
School Request Form located on the district website under Student & Parents>Enrollment>Attendance and return it to the 
district office Attn: Sara Vogel.  
 
For additional information regarding school request contact Sara Vogel at (920)423-4122.  

Are you on our mailing list?  
We want to ensure parents of young children (age 0-5) in our District are on our mailing list, so you can receive information 
relative to your child’s age group, such as early childhood screening information or 4K and 5K registration information. We also 
need to have information for all children age 0-21 for state reporting.  Click on this link https://goo.gl/DFjSne to complete the 
census form, or complete and mail the census form found here https://goo.gl/TkNvX6. If you know of other families with children 
in our District that may not be in our system, please help us by sharing this information with them.  

Follow JRG on Instagram, ‘Like’ Us on Facebook 
 
JRG can be found on Facebook at Facebook.com/JRGerritts.   
In addition, JRG is now on Instagram at JRGMSOfficial. 
 
These resources are used to provide occasional school-wide updates and for reminders about various upcoming 
events.  Families also find it's fun to check out the hundreds of pictures of students participating in events, activities 
and other learning experiences at JRG.    

 
Additional Opportunities Available on the KASD Community Events Page 

While many community opportunities are included in our weekly newsletters, additional events and opportunities are 
also posted on the District webpage under Community Events, or by clicking here.  Links to items such as Park and 
Rec opportunities, community dances, educational opportunities, speakers, and local festivals can be found there. 
 
Community Events 
Want to share an event? Click Here 
Please complete the linked form to request information to be distributed by the Kimberly Area School District. Submit 
requests at least two weeks prior to your event. Distribution level and type may be approved differently than requested. 
We reserve the right to deny any request. 

https://docs.google.com/a/kimberly.k12.wi.us/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdtO4vXWxAQGfac3yUOmD-9ID5DYvR-zjgtu8A0qb0D2IcaqQ/viewform?c=0&w=1
https://www.kimberly.k12.wi.us/students-and-parents/forms
http://www.kimberly.k12.wi.us/community/community-events
http://docs.google.com/a/kimberly.k12.wi.us/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScXM9yFgV-HfEUZiAVn1JXDlXIgJCgDBhZsgTOoUi-kSBtyTA/viewform
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Rob DeLain 
KASD Homeless Liaison 

920.788.7905 

Kristine Nadolski 
608.267.7338 


