
 

September 13-27 
Entertainment Book 
Sale 
 
September 20 
Homecoming Parade—
5:00 PM 
 
September 22 
Walk to School Event 
 

Picture Retakes 
 
September 25 
Art Club—3:00-4:00 
 
September 29 
Gator Olympics 
 

Early Release—11:20 
 
September 25– Oct. 5 
Camp Nan-A-Bo-Sho 
Sept. 25-26—Bayous 
Sept. 27-28—Glades 
Oct. 2-3—Swampies 
Oct. 4-5—Lagoons 

 
October 2 
Art Club—3:00-4:00 
 
October 3 
Coding Club—3:00-4:00 
 
October 5 
Coding Club—3:00-4:00 
 
October 9 
Art Club—3:00-4:00 
 

Coding Club—3:00-4:00 
 
October 12 
Coding Club—3:00-4:00 
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2017 Gator Bytes 
Learning, Leadership and Laughter...The JRG Journey 

J.R. Gerritts Middle School * 545 S. John St. * Kimberly, WI * 920-788-7905 

Cell Phone Usage During the School Day 
Cell phones provide a great opportunity for friends and family to keep in touch at a moments notice.  
JRG phone policy allows students to use their phones before school, after school, during lunch, 
and between classes.  Any other time of the day needs teacher or supervisor approval.   
 
We find that the most common reason students contact their parents during the day is because 
they do not feel well, and would like to go home.  If this happens, we ask that parents direct their 
student to the health room in the Main Office where our staff can evaluate their symptoms and 
provide assistance.  In many cases, a few moments of quiet rest will allow students to return to 
class and continue on with their school day.  Should symptoms dictate that the student go home, 
parents will be contacted by our office staff or permission will be granted to the student to call 
home. 
 

MAP Testing at JRG  
Students in grades 5-8 in the Kimberly Area School District participate in Measures of Academic 
Progress (MAP) testing in Reading and Math twice each year, in the fall and in the spring. Some 
students will also participate in MAP testing in January. MAP is a computer adaptive test that 
adjusts to each child’s level. We use MAP testing to help us measure student growth and to help us 
identify students who may need additional support and enrichment. MAP is not a state-mandated 
assessment, but one we choose to give to students because our teachers and parents find it to be 
a valuable measure of student growth, along with grades, classroom assessments, and the state 
Forward Exam. Your child’s MAP test results will be mailed home to you once testing is 
completed.   
 
Fall MAP testing at JRG began on Monday, September 11 and will run through October 6. Students 
will be taking the tests in their Language Arts and Math classes. Most students complete their MAP 
tests in one class period per subject area (i.e., about one Language Arts class for the Reading test, 
and one Math class for the Math test).  
 
 September 18-22: Math: MAP Math 
 September 26-October 6: Make-up testing 
 
Please note that 7th Grade MAP testing should be completed prior to going to students attending 
Camp.  
 
More information about MAP testing can be found in this parent guide, on the website of the 
Northwest Evaluation Association, the not-for-profit parent company of MAP. If you have questions 
about MAP testing, please feel free to contact your child’s Language Arts or Math teacher, or 
Principal Eric Brinkmann. 
 

Herb Kohl Education Foundation Award 
The Herb Kohl Educational Foundation is once again looking to recognize outstanding teachers 
and schools.  Parents, teachers, students, community members, or administrators are able to 
nominate an outstanding teacher by submitting a nomination form online at www.kohleducation.org.  
Nominations must be submitted no later than Friday, October 6, 2017.   

Walk to School—September 22 
Our annual Walk to School event will be held this Friday!  Students are asked to meet at US 
Venture at 6:50 AM on the south side near the tunnel entrance.  The walk will begin at 7:00 and 
students will go through the tunnel to the YMCA parking lot where a snack and beverage will be 
served before making their way  to JRG.  All participants will then be eligible to win prizes that will 
be drawn later in the day. 

https://www.nwea.org/the-map-suite/
http://www.kohleducation.org/teacherfellowship/public/nominate_a_teacher.php


Mr. Hoerth’s Ex. Tech Photo of 
the Week Winners 

 
Congratulations to this week’s winners: 

 
Owen Ley (Frog Photo) 

 
Prescott DeWitt (Sky Photo) 

 

Emergency Medications 
Please be aware that emergency medications that are provided for use during the school day will not be accessible before or 
after school hours. Parents and students must plan ahead to have emergency medication available during school activities 
such as clubs and sports. If an emergency arises and a student does not have their emergency medication available, 911 will 
be called.    

Traffic Flow at Morning Drop-off and Afternoon Pick-up 
To alleviate the traffic congestion during these busy times of the day, we ask that parents consider turning right out of the 
circle driveway to help traffic move more efficiently.  Also, please consider dropping your student off on a nearby street and 
have them walk the last block rather than wait in the traffic line to drop them at the front doors.  Please remember to show 
courtesy to the drivers and students around you, and be patient during these busy times of the day.  
 
We also ask that parents refrain from arriving early and parking in the circle drive to wait for students after school.  This area 
is meant for parents who need to pick up their student prior to the end of the school day. 
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8th Grade Group Conferences 

Parents of 8th graders: watch your email inbox for an invitation to 8th Grade Group Conferences!  You should have received 
an email from Sign Up Genius last week.  Choose a date to attend that works for both you and your child’s schedule.  Once 
you’ve completed a Group Conference, you will be able to schedule your Individual Conference.  Please contact Kim Kane at 
723-4105 with any questions. 

Outagamie County 2018 Conservation & Environmental Awareness Speaking Contest 
The Outagamie County Land Conservation department is accepting entries for a Conservation and Environmental speaking 
contest to be held on January 16, 2018.  This contest provides an opportunity for students to become more aware of the 
conservation of our natural resources.    
 
For detailed information or to register as a speaker, please click here, or call the Land Conservation department at (920) 832-
5073. 

Wisconsin DNR ATV and Snowmobile Safety Courses Offered 
Mercy Medical Center and St. Elizabeth Hospital are working with the Wisconsin DNR to offer students age 12 and over ATV 
and Snowmobile safety courses.  Courses may be taken together or separately, and cost $10 per class.  Appleton Courses 
will be held at St. Elizabeth Hospital on Saturday, December 9 and Saturday, December 16.  Please see page 10 for detailed 
information, times and contacts. 

Boys Basketball Begins in October  
Boys Basketball begins Monday, October 16. Tryouts are October 16-18, and the boys must participate in all 3 days. 8th 
grade tryouts will be from 3:10-4:30. 7th grade tryouts will be from 4:30-6:00.  
 
Please make sure you have all of the proper paperwork on file in the office. You can find the athletic form on our website 
under Forms and Documents or Student Activities-Athletics.  
 
Interested students can sign up on the forms located outside the Large Gym doors.  

http://www.outagamie.org/home/showdocument?id=50717


Appointments, Forgotten Items, and Messages to Students 
We commonly see a number of items brought to the office to be given to students throughout the day.  This includes lunches, 
phones, musical instruments, and athletic clothing, as well as calls to get messages to students.  While we realize that some 
things are unavoidable, please try to ask the office to get a message to your child only in cases of emergency.  With over 790 
students at JRG we prefer not to interrupt learning any more than absolutely necessary. 
 
As we receive items or messages, students are sent a quick message in their email notifying them they need to stop in the 
office.  Students are then responsible to stop in the Main Office after class. 
 
If your student contacts you from school concerning a forgotten item, it is their responsibility to check in the office between 
classes.  If they do not check between classes, they will be called during announcements at the end of the day to pick up their 
item. 
 
Students who have appointments during the day are expected to come to the office in the morning to receive a pass.  Please 
send them with a note in the morning indicating the time they will be picked up.  We write the pass 5 minutes earlier than the 
indicated time to ensure your student is here to meet you when you arrive.  It is then their responsibility to be aware of what 
time they are to come to the office to meet you.  We would prefer to not have to call a classroom to remind students of their 
appointment time once they have received a pass. 
 
Thank you for your support in creating a great learning environment at JRG.  

The Kimberly Area School District does not discriminate against pupils on the basis of sex, race, religion, national origin, ancestry, creed, pregnancy, marital or parental status, sexual 
orientation or physical, mental, emotional or learning disability or handicap in its educational programs or activities.  Federal law prohibits discrimination in employment on the basis of 

age, race, color, national origin, sex, religion or handicap. 
 

J. R. Gerritts Middle School  
545 S. John Street s  Kimberly, WI  54136 

(P) 920-788-7905    (F) 920-788-7914    (E) JRG@Kimberly.k12.wi.us 

Collecting Homework Due to Illness 

If your student is missing school days due to illness and you would like to gather their homework, please have your student 
check their Google Classroom for assignments or have them email their teachers directly.  Teacher email addresses consist 
of the teacher’s first initial, last name@(eg. Joe Smith would be jsmith@kimberly.k12.wi.us).  If you expect books or 
paperwork to be brought to the office by your student’s teachers, please call the office first to ensure the work is available. 
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Kimberly Area School District 
HEALTH SERVICES 
Cindy Vandenberg, School Nurse 

                   Kathy Verstegen, School Nurse 
       Wendy Van Nuland, School Nurse 

PO Box 159 Combined Locks, WI 54113 Phone (920) 788-7900   Fax (920) 788-7919 

 
Dear Parents: 
 
 

The Danger of a Nut Allergy 
 

 
A student in your child’s classroom has been identified as having an allergy to ground nuts (peanuts, monkey 
nuts) and/or tree nuts (cashews, walnut, almonds, brazil, hazelnuts, pistachios) as well as raw eggs.   
 
In regards to nuts, children who have severe allergies could have an allergic reaction and potentially die.  An 
exposure is not just the child eating the product in some cases.  A reaction could also occur from touching a 
nut product, touching a child who ate a nut product and didn’t wash their hands, touching an object (ball, door 
handle, etc.) that someone who ate a nut product touched and didn’t wash their hands, or even from inhaling 
the vapors of a nut product.  In an effort to help make our classrooms a safe place for every student, we are 
asking for the cooperation of staff, parents and students. 
 
How can you help? 

 If possible, please refrain from sending snacks and lunches that contain nut products.  Food labels 
must list on packaging labels if it contains peanut or tree nuts. 

 Go to the SnackSafely site to find an enormous list of foods that are safe for students with food 
allergies and would be a great choice to bring into the classroom.  http://snacksafely.com/safe-snack-
guide/ 

 Stress hand washing both at home and at school.  If your child eats something like peanut butter for 
breakfast or lunch, please make sure they know to thoroughly wash their hands and face. 

 In school we ask the students not to share their food.  Please remind your child that their lunch is 
intended only for them. 

 If your student rides the bus, they should refrain from eating on the bus. 
 
Kids do a great job of watching out for each other and are very concerned about the health and safety of their 
classmates.  It is our goal to make this a safe and successful year for all our students. 
 
Below are some products that would be considered safe for a student with nut/peanut allergies: 
Cheez-its  Cheese Nips  Goldfish - all flavors  Fruit snacks - Welchs 
Ritz Crackers  Wheat Thins  Townhouse Crackers  Any fruit 
Any vegetable  Gogurt 
 
 
**If your child has a food allergy/sensitivity that you have not received a health plan from Health Services for, 
please let the school and teacher know ASAP!  
 
             2017  
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