
October 5 
Coding Club—3:00-4:00 
 
October 9 
Art Club—3:00-4:00 
Coding Club—3:00-4:00 
 
October 13 
ROCKS Zoo Boo—3:15-
9:00 PM 
 
October 16 
Pom and Dance—3:10-
4:30.  Parent Meeting to 
follow. 
 
October 16-18 
Boys Basketball Tryouts 
8th Grade—3:10-4:30 
7th Grade—4:30-6:00 
 
October 17 
Rachel’s Challenge 
 
October 19 
Student Services Group 
Conference—6:00-7:00 
PM in the Auditorium 
 
October 20-30 
Yankee Candle 
Fundraiser 
 
October 26 
Early Release—11:20 
 
October 27 
No School 
 

 

Oct. 4 

2017 

Learning, Leadership and Laughter…The JRG Journey 

Gator News 
J.R. Gerritts Middle School • 545 S. John St. • Kimberly, WI • 920-788-7905 

             a Glance 
 Safety and Learning 

 JRG Policies  

 Health Info 

 Chromebook 

Insurance Deadline 

Locking Student Lockers 
All students have been provided locks for their lockers.  It is important for students to keep their 
lockers locked during class times to help prevent loss of personal or valuable items.  It is also 
important that students do not share their locker combinations with others.  

Safety and Learning 
Back in my days as an elementary principal, Kindergarten students would often ask what a 
principal really does all day. My stock answer was, “Make sure everyone is safe, and make sure 
everyone is learning.” 
 
Even though I haven’t been an elementary principal in almost a decade, that description still 
applies to our jobs as middle school educators. Allow me to elaborate a bit: 
 
Safety 
During your child’s school career, you may have come across the quote by James Comer that, 
“no significant learning occurs without a significant relationship.” When we talk about safety, 
students’ physical safety is important, which is why we practice various safety drills during the first 
weeks of school and communicate to families about potential safety issues like school traffic. But 
a student’s emotional and psychological safety is just as important, and that’s why relationships 
are a continual focus for us throughout the year. 
 
This came to mind as we rolled into our annual 7th grade team trips to Camp Nan A Bo Sho. 
While Nan A Bo Sho provides many fun experiences.  It’s really about building relationships 
among students, and between students and staff. The same can be said about our recent Gator 
Olympics. The more kids get to know each other in a positive, supportive, team-building 
environment, the more likely they are to support each other at school and the more likely they are 
to help out when a fellow student is down or is being mistreated. 
 
October also brings our annual Safe School Ambassadors training. This program equips a group 
of student leaders from all social groups to prevent mistreatment and bullying before it starts, and 
to intervene or get help in safe and effective ways when it happens. 
 
Learning 
It’s possible for a school to be a welcoming, safe and supportive environment but still not be 
successful in the other area - making sure everyone is learning. While we have significantly 
improved our curriculum in almost every area over the past several years, we also need to find 
ways to help students who need a little more. JRG teachers are continuing to learn and apply 
principles of continuous improvement (as are other schools across the district) to help us get 
better, with the focus on improving student learning.  The question driving our improvement work 
this year is: When a student is not proficient, how can we identify the gap in their learning and 
provide them with additional opportunities to learn? 
 
We hope your child is off to a great start at JRG this year. It’s a privilege for us to have the 
opportunity to get to know them and help them reach their potential. 
 
Eric Brinkmann 
Principal 
 

8th Grade Group Conferences 
Parents of 8th graders:  it’s not too late to sign up for an 8th Grade Group Conference!  Please 
follow this link to Sign Up Genius and choose a date that works for both you and your child’s 
schedule.  Once you’ve completed a Group Conference, you will be able to schedule your 
Individual Conference.  Please contact Kim Kane at 423-4105 with any questions. 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b4dafac22aaf49-8thgrade3
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Chromebook Insurance Purchase Deadline 

The final date to purchase Chromebook Insurance for your student will be on Tuesday, October 31, 2017. There will be no 
option for the remainder of the 17-18 school year to purchase insurance after this date. This is an optional fee. Chromebook 
Insurance only needs to be purchased one time to provide coverage through the end of grade 8, so for example, insurance 
purchased when your child was in 5th or 6th grade would continue to provide coverage through 8th grade. Payments can be 
made on the Infinite Campus Parent Portal or by cash or check made out to KASD in the main office. If you have questions 
about whether or not your student has Chromebook Insurance coverage please call the main office at 920-788-7905 or follow 
the attached instructions to review to check your paid fees through Infinite Campus. 

Instructions to view payment history in Infinite Campus: 
Login through the parent portal 
 

 Select your student from the dropdown box on the top left of your screen. 

 Click on the ‘Fees’ tab on the left side of your screen under your child’s name 

 A Fee statement will show, click on the dropdown box  on the right side of the screen, next to ‘Filter By:’ and select ‘All     
 Years’ 

 This view will allow you to review all fee payments that have been made for the 15-16, 16-17 and 17-18 school years 

 If Chromebook Insurance was purchased at any time your student will be covered through the end of grade 8 and you do   
 not need to purchase insurance again. For example, insurance purchased when your child was in 5th or 6th grade 
 would continue to provide coverage through 8th grade. 

 

   
Our 8th Grade JRG Yearbook Staff had the opportunity to go to Josten’s 2017 Fall Yearbook Workshop at Carroll 

University in Waukesha last week. While learning more about yearbook design, photography and the yearbook software, 

these students also met others students from around the state, gathered many fresh ideas for our 2017-18 Yearbook and 

represented JRG well! 

    
 

Yearbook Staff Attends Workshop at Carroll College 

Boys Basketball Begins in October  
Boys Basketball begins Monday, October 16. Tryouts are October 16-18, and the boys must participate in all 3 days. 8th grade 
tryouts will be from 3:10-4:30. 7th grade tryouts will be from 4:30-6:00.  
 
Please make sure you have all of the proper paperwork on file in the office. You can find the athletic form on our website under 
Forms and Documents or Student Activities-Athletics.  
 
Interested students can sign up on the forms located outside the Large Gym doors.  

tel:920-788-7905
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ID65oDEZfk2-GYwqOmWAxFeViU5xkjdwSkBbEAb3qFE/edit?usp=sharing
https://kimberlywi.infinitecampus.org/campus/portal/kimberly.jsp


Emergency Medications  
Please be aware that emergency medications that are provided for use during the school day will not be accessible after school 
hours. Parents and students plan ahead to have emergency medication available during after school activities such as clubs 
and sports. If an emergency arises and a student does not have their emergency medication available, 911 will be called.  

Appointments, Forgotten Items, and Messages to Students 

We commonly see a number of items brought to the office to be given to students throughout the day.  This includes lunches, 
phones, musical instruments, and athletic clothing, as well as calls to get messages to students.  While we realize that some 
things are unavoidable, please try to ask the office to get a message to your child only in cases of emergency.  With over 800 
students at JRG we prefer not to interrupt learning any more than absolutely necessary. 
 
As we receive items or messages, students are sent a quick message in their email notifying them they need to stop in the 
office.  Students are then responsible to stop in the Main Office after class. 
 
If your student contacts you from school concerning a forgotten item, it is their responsibility to check in the office between 
classes.  If they do not check between classes, they will be called during announcements at the end of the day to pick up their 
item. 
 
Students who have appointments during the day are expected to come to the office in the morning to receive a pass.  Please 
send them with a note in the morning indicating the time they will be picked up.  We write the pass 5 minutes earlier than the 
indicated time to ensure your student is here to meet you when you arrive.  It is then their responsibility to be aware of what time 
they are to come to the office to meet you.  We would prefer to not have to call a classroom to remind students of their 
appointment time once they have received a pass. 
 
Thank you for your support in creating a great learning environment at JRG.  
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The Importance of a Good Breakfast 
The power of breakfast is an amazing thing.  It provides a strong start to the day and helps students remain energized and 
focused.  A missed morning meal or snack can often have adverse effects such as headache, upset stomach, and fatigue.  JRG 
offers a breakfast program each morning beginning at 7:00AM for $1.55 (no cost for free and reduced).  Click here for 
September’s breakfast and lunch menus. 

Pom and Dance Begins Monday, October 16 
The 7

th
 and 8

th
 grade Pom and Dance Season will begin on Monday, Oct. 16

th
. The first practice will run from 3:10-4:30 on Oct. 

16th in the JRG Commons.   
 
Following this practice, there will be a PARENT MEETING for all parents and dancers from 4:30-5:00 in the JRG commons on 
Oct. 16th.  The 2017 Dance Season will run from Oct. 16 thru Dec. 18

th
 and will include multiple performances for the 8

th
 grade 

boys’ basketball teams during half time of home games.   
 
If you are interested in joining this year’s Pom and Dance team please sign up on the Gym Doors BEFORE Oct. 16

th
.    

 
If you have any questions please contact Althea Vanevenhoven (Room 105) ext. 2827.  

Cell Phone Usage During the School Day 
Cell phones provide a great opportunity for friends and family to keep in touch at a moments notice.  JRG phone policy allows 
students to use their phones before school, after school, during lunch, and between classes.  Any other time of the day needs 
teacher or supervisor approval.   
 
We find that the most common reason students contact their parents during the day is because they do not feel well, and would 
like to go home.  If this happens, we ask that parents direct their student to the health room in the Main Office where our staff 
can evaluate their symptoms and provide assistance.  In many cases, a few moments of quiet rest will allow students to return 
to class and continue on with their school day.  Should symptoms dictate that the student go home, parents will be contacted by 
our office staff or permission will be granted to the student to call home. 
 

http://kimberly.nutrislice.com/menu/jp-gerritts-middle-school


The Kimberly Area School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, (including limited English proficiency), ancestry, creed, 
pregnancy, marital status, parental status, sexual orientation, homelessness status, sex, including transgender status, change of sex or gender identity, disability, 

age (except as authorized by law), military status or physical, mental, emotional, or learning disability in any of its student programs or activities.     
 

J.R. Gerritts Middle School * 545 S. John Street * Kimberly, WI 54136 
(P) 920-788-7905   (F) 920-788-7914   (E)  JRG@kimberly.k12.wi.us     

My Child Doesn’t Feel Well While at School—What Should They Do?  
If your child is at school and does not feel well, our health room is located in the Main Office. There they will be asked to 
complete a brief form to indicate their concerns. Students will then be evaluated by the Health Assistant or an office staff 
member. We ask that students not contact home on their own without first being evaluated in the health room. For most 
concerns, 10-15 minutes of rest helps tremendously and the student is able to return to class for the remainder of the day. All 
students are encouraged to carry a water bottle with them to stay hydrated throughout the day.  
 
JRG is equipped to offer certain stock medications in pill form only. These medications include regular and extra strength 
acetaminophen, ibuprofen, and Benadryl. To dispense these medications to a student, we need to have a form completed by 
a parent indicating which medications we can provide as well as the dosage. You can find this form on our website under 
Forms and Documents. If your student needs cough drops, Tums, or non-pill forms of pain relieving medications, you may 
provide them from home in their original containers. They will be kept in the health room for those times your student needs 
them.  
 
Our main goal is to help students return to class and continue learning. If their temperature is over 100 degrees or other 
symptoms dictate, parents will be contacted by the health assistant, office staff, or permission will be given to the student to 
call.  On page 5, you will find guidelines put together by our District Nurses of when to keep your child home from school.  
 
Please take a moment to discuss this process with your student. If you have any questions about this process, please call 
the office at 788-7905.  
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A Note From The Health Room 
If your student is carrying their own inhaler to school, please make sure it has their name or initials on the inhaler itself.  
Throughout the year, inhalers are a common item left behind and having initials on it will allow us to return it to the proper 
person. 

Project Starfish Intended to Help Families in Financial Need 
Limited Financial Assistance is available for activities, events and programs at JRG Middle School through Project Starfish. 
 
In partnership with U. S. Ventures, Inc., JRG is proud to announce its participation with Project Starfish.  Project Starfish 
provides an opportunity for students to develop a plan to volunteer within the school community and "pay it forward" in an 
effort to make a difference to others.  This could be anything from helping clean up school property; helping in the office, 
weeding, or an approved project the student may self select. Participants in Project Starfish remain confidential, must 
demonstrate financial hardship and must complete their volunteer work prior to the activity.  
 
Forms to participate in Project Starfish can be picked up in the Student Services office and can be found on page 18 of this 
newsletter.   Submission of a request does not guarantee assistance. 



 

When to Keep Your Child Home 
 

Children should be kept home from school when they don’t feel well. It is important to get the rest 

they need to recover, and to prevent the spread of germs to other children and the staff. If you are 

unsure of when to keep your child home, please contact the school nurse or your family medical 

provider.  

  

The following symptoms may suggest a communicable disease. Children who have the following 

symptoms should be kept home from school until a doctor has seen them, they no longer have 

symptoms indicating a communicable disease or they have received treatment for at least 24 hours 

for certain diseases. 

 

Fever: An oral temperature of 100.00 or higher indicates a fever. If your child has a temp of 100.00 

or higher at school he/she will be sent home. Your child should be fever free for 24 hours without the 

use of a fever reducer (Tylenol or Ibuprofen product) before he/she returns to school.  

 

 

Strep Throat: If a fever is accompanied by a sore throat, stomach ache or head ache it may be strep 

throat. Strep throat is diagnosed by a throat culture obtained at a medical clinic. If your child is 

diagnosed with strep throat, your child must be on appropriate antibiotics for 24 hours and fever free 

for 24 hours without the use of a fever reducer (Tylenol or Ibuprofen product) before he/she returns 

to school.  

 

 

Vomiting and diarrhea: If your child has an episode of vomiting and diarrhea at school, he/she will 

be sent home. Anyone with these symptoms should stay home until symptoms are absent for 24 

hours. 

 

Eyes: Pink eye or conjunctivitis appears as a pinkish sclera (white of the eye), it is usually itchy and 

painful. Drainage or crust may form on the eyelids. Student may attend school unless he/she has a 

fever, behavioral changes, or is unable to avoid touching his/her eyes. Antibiotics are not required for 

return to school. 

 

Skin problems: Rashes and infected sores needed to be diagnosed by a medical provider. Many skin 

rashes such as impetigo, scabies, chicken pox, Fifth disease or Hand Foot and Mouth disease are very 

contagious. Students may return to school once the rash has been diagnosed and treated for 24 hours 

or cleared by a doctor. Open sores from illnesses such as chicken pox and impetigo may need to be 

covered at school with bandages for several days. 

 

 

Cough: A cough may be a sign of many different illnesses. If a cough is accompanied by a fever, 

sore throat, body aches or any other symptoms you should keep your child home. Any cough that 

lasts for more than several days should be discussed with a doctor. 

 

 

Lice: If live lice are found on a student at school, the student will be sent home for treatment. The 

child may return after a treatment and no live lice are found on the head.  If you discover lice at 

home, please contact the school nurse to discuss the best way to get rid of lice and determine when 

your child may return to school.  

 

G\Nurse\readwrite\Health Services Policy and Procedures\HealthAssistant                     03/2016 
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Follow JRG on Twitter and ‘Like’ Us on Facebook 
Our Facebook page is Facebook.com/JRGerritts and you can find us on Twitter @JRGerritts. These 
resources are used to provide occasional school-wide updates and for reminders about 
various upcoming events.  Families also find it's fun to check out the hundreds of pictures of 
students participating in events, activities and other learning experiences at JRG.    

 

Gator News • J.R. Gerritts Middle School •  Page 8    



Gator News • J.R. Gerritts Middle School •  Page 9    



Gator News • J.R. Gerritts Middle School •  Page 10    



Gator News • J.R. Gerritts Middle School •  Page 11    



Gator News • J.R. Gerritts Middle School •  Page 12    



Gator News • J.R. Gerritts Middle School •  Page 13    



Gator News • J.R. Gerritts Middle School •  Page 14    



Gator News • J.R. Gerritts Middle School •  Page 14    



Gator News • J.R. Gerritts Middle School •  Page 16    



Gator News • J.R. Gerritts Middle School •  Page 17    



Gator News • J.R. Gerritts Middle School •  Page 18    



Gator News • J.R. Gerritts Middle School •  Page 19    



Rob DeLain 
KASD Homeless Liaison 

920.788.7905 

Kristine Nadolski 
608.267.7338 




