
November 1 
Social Justice Book 
Club—during lunch hours 
 
November 5 
Daylight Saving Time 
ends—Turn clocks back 
one hour 
 
November 7 
End Quarter 1 
 
ROCKS Bowling 
7th Grade—3:15-5:30 
8th Grade—5:45-7:45 
 
November 10 
Veteran’s Day Program:  
Reception for veterans 
and their families—9:00 
Program—10:00 
 
November 15 
Early Release—2:00 
 
November 15-16 
Parent Teacher 
Conference—5:00-8:00 
PM 
 
November 17 
Early Release—11:20 
 
November 23-24 
No School 

 

Nov. 1 
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Learning, Leadership and Laughter…The JRG Journey 

Gator News 
J.R. Gerritts Middle School • 545 S. John St. • Kimberly, WI • 920-788-7905 

             a Glance 
 JRG Policies 

 Health Info 

 Project ADAM 

 LMC News 

Mr. Hoerth’s Ex. Tech 

Photo of the Week Winner 

Congratulations to the following 
winner: 

 
Brooke Pilkington 

Keeping Your JRG Mojo 
 
Late October and early November can be a bit of a down period for students, and if we are being 
honest, for teachers too. The excitement and energy of the start of the school year has passed, 
and we can see the remainder of a long school year stretching ahead. So, how can you help your 
son or daughter keep their JRG mojo working? I often use the analogy with students that learning 
is a marathon, and not a sprint. Marathons tend to start fast, with excited participants hammering 
out of the starting gate. Unless you are a truly elite runner, though, by mile 5 or 6 you need to 
settle into a realistic pace and begin setting mental goals and practicing positive and productive 
thinking to help you through the long road ahead. An occasional cheering spectator or maybe even 
a street corner band can help keep you energized. 
 
Instead of cheering crowds or a band, we have a few events that can help parents, students and 
staff keep perspective and stay focused that occur annually right around mile 6 of the JRG 
learning marathon. These include: 
 

 Our annual Veterans Day celebration, held this year on Friday, November 10, is a great 
opportunity for our students to pause and reflect on the service and sacrifice of those who 
have served and continue to serve our country. Our students can take a moment to consider 
how fortunate we are to live in a country and community blessed by so many freedoms, and 
consider how their own futures will impact our country. 

 

 Parent-Teacher Conferences will be held on Wednesday, November 15 and Thursday, 
November 16 from 5:00 - 8:00 p.m. This is an opportunity for parents to meet their child’s 
teachers and learn more about how their child is performing. Look for more information on 
conferences in next week’s Gator Bytes. 

 
Another way for students to keep their learning energy is to stay involved outside of the classroom. 
We work hard to provide a variety of clubs, activities and sports for our students (check out this 
section of our website for more information). Research shows that students who are connected to 
school beyond the classroom learn better and feel a higher sense of connection to and ownership 
of their learning. While there are some sports and activities that do require us to limit the number 
of participants (such as volleyball, basketball, plays and musicals), the vast majority of our 
offerings have no limits on the number of participants and require no special skills, knowledge or 
expertise. Whether we are talking about sports like cross country, wrestling, tennis or track; or 
clubs like student council, art club, lunch-time singing groups or coding club; or our regular 
monthly ROCKS activities or weekly lunch hour Maker Labs in the LMC, there are so many ways 
for your child to get involved. If you don’t know where to start, I encourage you to talk to your 
child’s TLC teacher or counselor. 
 
Middle School is a time for your child to explore who they are and who they might become, and 
our various co-curricular options are an opportunity for them to try something new or to build their 
existing knowledge and skills, and to have fun and keep their learning mojo while doing it. 
 
Mr. Brinkmann, Principal 
 

http://www.kimberly.k12.wi.us/jr-gerritts-middle/activities
http://www.kimberly.k12.wi.us/jr-gerritts-middle/activities
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From the Nurse’s Desk: 
FRAGRANCES IN SCHOOL  
We want to bring your attention to a concern here at JRG that affects both our students and staff health and safety. 
 
Fragrances in school, even the smallest amount, can cause poor air quality and unpleasant physical effects to many people. 
For some of our JRG staff or children with specific medical conditions, the impact can be significantly greater, and can include 
nausea, headache, difficulty concentrating, skin rashes, respiratory distress or even anaphylaxis. These things can make 
learning and teaching difficult or impossible. This is further compounded by conditions such as asthma and allergies of which 
many of our students are affected. 
 
Please take a moment to think about products with fragrances that your child may be using such as hair products, colognes, 
perfumes, lotions, hand sanitizers, essential oils, etc. We ask that these products are not used prior to coming to school and 
that students do not bring these products to school. 
 
Thank you, in advance, for taking the time to discuss this with your student, so we can continue to provide a safe and healthy 
environment for all to learn and teach. 
If you have any questions about fragrances at school, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Kathy Verstegen, RN 
kverstegen@kimberly.k12.wi.us 
920-841-0630 
Resources: American Lung Association 
 

JRG E-Team Featured in Project ADAM National Training Video 
At JRG and throughout KASD we take the health and safety of our staff, students and community members seriously. Annual 
CPR/AED trainings are offered and the building teams take time to practice emergency response. Each building has a core 
group of trained individuals  that function as an emergency medical response team (E-team). We are so prepared that each of 
our District buildings have been awarded the “Heart Safe School” designation by Project ADAM of Children’s Hospital of WI. 
 
Recently, Project ADAM reached out to JRG to help create a training video, in hopes that it could be used nationwide by 
Project ADAM affiliates and schools to help train their teams in how to respond to a cardiac emergency in school. On October 
13 the video was successfully completed, thanks to the amazing and committed staff here at JRG. 
 
Project ADAM is a group that is supported by Children’s Hospital of WI and their goal is to save lives, especially in the school 
setting, since 20% of the population is in a school building most days of the week.  When you talk to your child’s teacher or 
coach, thank them for taking the time to be trained and prepared. For more information or with questions, please feel free to 
contact Kathy Verstegen, School Nurse. 
 

 
JRG E-Team members Eric Leih (Choir), Richard Heiman (Custodian), Emily Behnke (Spanish), Mary Hammen (Phy Ed), Jason Jochimsen 
(Phy Ed), Brad Hoerth (Tech Ed) and Aaron Hank (Science) demonstrate emergency response procedures for the Project ADAM training 
video. 
 
→ Look for the video coming later this year on the Project ADAM website: http://www.projectadam.com/Heartsafeschools  

8th Grade-We Need Your Baby Pictures 
Do you want to be featured in our very own JRG yearbook? We want your baby pictures from ages 2-3! This year, we will be 
featuring a section in the yearbook in which students are guessing which baby picture belongs to which student. This is just for 
8th grade. Email your pictures to 22kzuleger@kimberly.k12.wi.us if you want to be included in this extra fun section of the 
book. January 1st is the last day we will be accepting the pictures.  Thank you! -JRG Yearbook Staff  

mailto:kverstegen@kimberly.k12.wi.us
http://www.projectadam.com/Heartsafeschools


Emergency Medications  
Please be aware that emergency medications that are provided for use during the school day will not be accessible after school 
hours. Parents and students plan ahead to have emergency medication available during after school activities such as clubs 
and sports. If an emergency arises and a student does not have their emergency medication available, 911 will be called.  

Appointments, Forgotten Items, and Messages to Students 

We commonly see a number of items brought to the office to be given to students throughout the day.  This includes lunches, 
phones, musical instruments, and athletic clothing, as well as calls to get messages to students.  While we realize that some 
things are unavoidable, please try to ask the office to get a message to your child only in cases of emergency.  With over 800 
students at JRG we prefer not to interrupt learning any more than absolutely necessary. 
 
As we receive items or messages, students are sent a quick message in their email notifying them they need to stop in the 
office.  Students are then responsible to stop in the Main Office after class. 
 
If your student contacts you from school concerning a forgotten item, it is their responsibility to check in the office between 
classes.  If they do not check between classes, they will be called during announcements at the end of the day to pick up their 
item. 
 
Students who have appointments during the day are expected to come to the office in the morning to receive a pass.  Please 
send them with a note in the morning indicating the time they will be picked up.  We write the pass 5 minutes earlier than the 
indicated time to ensure your student is here to meet you when you arrive.  It is then their responsibility to be aware of what time 
they are to come to the office to meet you.  We would prefer to not have to call a classroom to remind students of their 
appointment time once they have received a pass. 
 
Thank you for your support in creating a great learning environment at JRG.  
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The Importance of a Good Breakfast 
The power of breakfast is an amazing thing.  It provides a strong start to the day and helps students remain energized and 
focused.  A missed morning meal or snack can often have adverse effects such as headache, upset stomach, and fatigue.  JRG 
offers a breakfast program each morning beginning at 7:00AM for $1.55 (no cost for free and reduced).  Click here for 
September’s breakfast and lunch menus. 

Locking Student Lockers 
All students have been provided locks for their lockers.  It is important for students to keep their lockers locked during class 
times to help prevent loss of personal or valuable items.  It is also important that students do not share their locker combinations 
with others.  

Cell Phone Usage During the School Day 
Cell phones provide a great opportunity for friends and family to keep in touch at a moments notice.  JRG phone policy allows 
students to use their phones before school, after school, during lunch, and between classes.  Any other time of the day needs 
teacher or supervisor approval.   
 
We find that the most common reason students contact their parents during the day is because they do not feel well, and would 
like to go home.  If this happens, we ask that parents direct their student to the health room in the Main Office where our staff 
can evaluate their symptoms and provide assistance.  In many cases, a few moments of quiet rest will allow students to return 
to class and continue on with their school day.  Should symptoms dictate that the student go home, parents will be contacted by 
our office staff or permission will be granted to the student to call home. 
 

7th Grade After School Fitness 
The JRG Fitness Center (entrance through the small gym) is now open to any 7th grader.  It will be open every Monday, 
Tuesday, and Thursday after school from 3:05-3:50.  Trained staff will be on hand to help students use the equipment safely 
and effectively.  There is no fee or sign-up needed, simply show up when you can.  Please see your Physical Education teacher 
with any questions. 

Final 8th Grade Planning Conference 
Parents of 8th graders:  8th Grade Planning Conferences are a great way to help you and your child prepare for their transition 
to Kimberly High School.  Out final 8th Grade Planning Group Conference will be held on November 15.  Please follow this link 
to Sign Up genius to sign up.  Once you've completed a Group Conference, you will be able to schedule your Individual 
Conference.  Please contact Kim Kane at 423-4105 with any questions. 

http://kimberly.nutrislice.com/menu/jp-gerritts-middle-school
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b4dafac22aaf49-8thgrade3


The Kimberly Area School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, (including limited English proficiency), ancestry, creed, 
pregnancy, marital status, parental status, sexual orientation, homelessness status, sex, including transgender status, change of sex or gender identity, disability, 

age (except as authorized by law), military status or physical, mental, emotional, or learning disability in any of its student programs or activities.     
 

J.R. Gerritts Middle School * 545 S. John Street * Kimberly, WI 54136 
(P) 920-788-7905   (F) 920-788-7914   (E)  JRG@kimberly.k12.wi.us     

My Child Doesn’t Feel Well While at School—What Should They Do?  
If your child is at school and does not feel well, our health room is located in the Main Office. There they will be asked to 
complete a brief form to indicate their concerns. Students will then be evaluated by the Health Assistant or an office staff 
member. We ask that students not contact home on their own without first being evaluated in the health room. For most 
concerns, 10-15 minutes of rest helps tremendously and the student is able to return to class for the remainder of the day. All 
students are encouraged to carry a water bottle with them to stay hydrated throughout the day.  
 
JRG is equipped to offer certain stock medications in pill form only. These medications include regular and extra strength 
acetaminophen, ibuprofen, and Benadryl. To dispense these medications to a student, we need to have a form completed by 
a parent indicating which medications we can provide as well as the dosage. You can find this form on our website under 
Forms and Documents. If your student needs cough drops, Tums, or non-pill forms of pain relieving medications, you may 
provide them from home in their original containers. They will be kept in the health room for those times your student needs 
them.  
 
Our main goal is to help students return to class and continue learning. If their temperature is over 100 degrees or other 
symptoms dictate, parents will be contacted by the health assistant, office staff, or permission will be given to the student to 
call.  On page 5, you will find guidelines put together by our District Nurses of when to keep your child home from school.  
 
Please take a moment to discuss this process with your student. If you have any questions about this process, please call 
the office at 788-7905.  
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A Note From The Health Room 
If your student is carrying their own inhaler to school, please make sure it has their name or initials on the inhaler itself.  
Throughout the year, inhalers are a common item left behind and having initials on it will allow us to return it to the proper 
person. 

Project Starfish Intended to Help Families in Financial Need 
Limited Financial Assistance is available for activities, events and programs at JRG Middle School through Project Starfish. 
 
In partnership with U. S. Ventures, Inc., JRG is proud to announce its participation with Project Starfish.  Project Starfish 
provides an opportunity for students to develop a plan to volunteer within the school community and "pay it forward" in an 
effort to make a difference to others.  This could be anything from helping clean up school property; helping in the office, 
weeding, or an approved project the student may self select. Participants in Project Starfish remain confidential, must 
demonstrate financial hardship and must complete their volunteer work prior to the activity.  
 
Forms to participate in Project Starfish can be picked up in the Student Services office and can be found on page 19 of this 
newsletter.   Submission of a request does not guarantee assistance. 



 

When to Keep Your Child Home 
 

Children should be kept home from school when they don’t feel well. It is important to get the rest 

they need to recover, and to prevent the spread of germs to other children and the staff. If you are 

unsure of when to keep your child home, please contact the school nurse or your family medical 

provider.  

  

The following symptoms may suggest a communicable disease. Children who have the following 

symptoms should be kept home from school until a doctor has seen them, they no longer have 

symptoms indicating a communicable disease or they have received treatment for at least 24 hours 

for certain diseases. 

 

Fever: An oral temperature of 100.00 or higher indicates a fever. If your child has a temp of 100.00 

or higher at school he/she will be sent home. Your child should be fever free for 24 hours without the 

use of a fever reducer (Tylenol or Ibuprofen product) before he/she returns to school.  

 

 

Strep Throat: If a fever is accompanied by a sore throat, stomach ache or head ache it may be strep 

throat. Strep throat is diagnosed by a throat culture obtained at a medical clinic. If your child is 

diagnosed with strep throat, your child must be on appropriate antibiotics for 24 hours and fever free 

for 24 hours without the use of a fever reducer (Tylenol or Ibuprofen product) before he/she returns 

to school.  

 

 

Vomiting and diarrhea: If your child has an episode of vomiting and diarrhea at school, he/she will 

be sent home. Anyone with these symptoms should stay home until symptoms are absent for 24 

hours. 

 

Eyes: Pink eye or conjunctivitis appears as a pinkish sclera (white of the eye), it is usually itchy and 

painful. Drainage or crust may form on the eyelids. Student may attend school unless he/she has a 

fever, behavioral changes, or is unable to avoid touching his/her eyes. Antibiotics are not required for 

return to school. 

 

Skin problems: Rashes and infected sores needed to be diagnosed by a medical provider. Many skin 

rashes such as impetigo, scabies, chicken pox, Fifth disease or Hand Foot and Mouth disease are very 

contagious. Students may return to school once the rash has been diagnosed and treated for 24 hours 

or cleared by a doctor. Open sores from illnesses such as chicken pox and impetigo may need to be 

covered at school with bandages for several days. 

 

 

Cough: A cough may be a sign of many different illnesses. If a cough is accompanied by a fever, 

sore throat, body aches or any other symptoms you should keep your child home. Any cough that 

lasts for more than several days should be discussed with a doctor. 

 

 

Lice: If live lice are found on a student at school, the student will be sent home for treatment. The 

child may return after a treatment and no live lice are found on the head.  If you discover lice at 

home, please contact the school nurse to discuss the best way to get rid of lice and determine when 

your child may return to school.  

 

G\Nurse\readwrite\Health Services Policy and Procedures\HealthAssistant                     03/2016 
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Parent/Teacher Conferences 

Nov. 15, 16 5PM-8PM 

Gym Hallway @ JRG 
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7th grade SOLD OUT 

8th grade LIMITED TICKETS 
REMAINING 

------------------------------------------------- 

In November, we are going to go GLOW Bowling!   

 

You must register for this 
event online. 

 

 

 
 
JRG is partnering with Eventbrite to help you register for JRG 
ROCKS events through just the click of a button.  Head to our 
event page at rocksbowling.eventbrite.com to register, pay, and 
complete your field trip forms.  Just like that, you’ll be all set to 
go bowl!  No need to remember to bring forms to and from school, 
no chance of losing your money, and no way that you forget to turn 
it in on time.  Just head to rocksbowling.eventbrite.com to do it all 
at once.  You can pay online with credit or debit card. 

 

rocksbowling.eventbrite.com 

 
 

Need help registering online?   
Contact Chad Verboomen at cverboomen@kimberly.k12.wi.us 

 

http://rocksbowling.eventbrite.com
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Follow JRG on Twitter and ‘Like’ Us on Facebook 
Our Facebook page is Facebook.com/JRGerritts and you can find us on Twitter @JRGerritts. These 
resources are used to provide occasional school-wide updates and for reminders about 
various upcoming events.  Families also find it's fun to check out the hundreds of pictures of 
students participating in events, activities and other learning experiences at JRG.    
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Rob DeLain 
KASD Homeless Liaison 

920.788.7905 

Kristine Nadolski 
608.267.7338 


