
April 30-May 4 
Scholastic BOGO Book Fair 
 

Operation Cell Phone 
 

May 3 
New Student Orientation—
6:00-7:15 
 

May 7-11 
School Nutrition Employee 
Week 
 

May 7 
Band and Choir Concert 
7th Grade—6:00 
8th Grade—7:15 
 

May 10 
Staff Appreciation Luncheon 
 

May 11 
Early Release—11:20 
 

ROCKS Badger Sports Park 
Lock-In—10:00 PM-6:00 
AM 
 

May 24 
All Library Books Due 
 

May 28 
No School—Memorial Day 
 

May 29 
Chromebook Turn-In 
 

8th Grade Recognition—
6:00 
 

May 31 
Class Trips 
7th Grade—Bay Beach 
8th Grade—Great America 
 
Last Day of School 
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             a Glance 
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Congratulations to Ms. Balistreri! 
Ms. Balistreri was nominated for the Harris History Teacher Award by the 
Wisconsin Historical Society, administrator of the National History Day program 
in Wisconsin. The Harris History Teacher of the Year award is sponsored by 
James F. Harris and is awarded to one middle and high school teacher annually.  
 
Dr. James F. Harris sponsors the awards in recognition of the pivotal role 
teachers play in the lives of students. The two national winners will be announced 
on #NationalHistoryDay, June 14, 2018.  
 
These two winners will be chosen by a team of teachers and historians. 
Nominees’ work must clearly illustrate the development and use of creative 
teaching methods that interest students in history and help them make exciting 
discoveries about the past.  

13 Reasons Why—Second Season 
JRG families - Netflix has recently announced that season 2 of Thirteen Reasons Why will be 
available beginning May 18.  We thought this would be a timely opportunity to share the article 
below, which was originally published in the Gator News after season 1 was released. As always, 
if you have concerns or questions about your child, please feel free to reach out to your child’s 
counselor, teacher or an administrator. 
 
As we all know as parents, there are many choices in media (video, social media, books, etc.) for our 
children to consume. Children in middle school also cover a wide range in terms of their understanding 
of different materials and their maturity levels in processing what they see, hear and read, and different 
families have different expectations and values related to these materials. Because of that wide range, 
we don't often share information about specific books or TV shows to parents. Recently, however, the 
book and now the Netflix series Thirteen Reasons Why has become popular among our students and on 
social media. Because the plot and content offer elements parents should be aware of, we wanted to 
provide parents with an overview of the book and TV show, and links to some resources related to the 
show. 
 
This Netflix series, based on a book by Jay Asher, tells the story of a girl who has committed suicide. 
After her death, characters discover that she has created audio tapes that point to specific people and 
situations that the girls feels have contributed to her death. The series depicts several sensitive topics 
including sexual assault, drunk driving and drug use, bullying and mistreatment, and suicide. While the 
intention of the show, according to producers, was to deter youth suicide, some experts are concerned 
that it may inadvertently put students further at risk if they are sensitive or vulnerable to such content and 
are unable to access resources and support. 
 
The National Association of School Psychologists has released a guide with resources for educators and 
parents to help students process this series if they have watched, are watching, or plan to watch the 
show. This guide can be found here: https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources/
school-safety-and-crisis/preventing-youth-suicide/13-reasons-why-netflix-series-considerations-for-
educators 
 
This discussion also provides us with an opportunity to remind parents of the mental health resources 
available in our area. The Kimberly Area School District also provides a list of mental health resources 
for parents on our website at: http://www.kimberly.k12.wi.us/departments/mental-health-resources , and 
parents or students also have access to other sources of support listed below: 
 

 24/7 Crisis Intervention Resources 

 Text “HOPELINE” to 741741 

 Outagamie County Crisis Information - (920) 832-4646 

 Calumet County Crisis Information - (920) 849-9317 

 Winnebago County Crisis Information - (920) 233-7707 or (920) 722-7707 

 National Suicide Prevention Lifeline - (800) 273-8255 
 

If you have concerns about your child's mental health for any reason, our counselors are available to 
help your child increase their success at school and point you in the direction of other resources. Please 
feel free to reach out. 

https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources/school-safety-and-crisis/preventing-youth-suicide/13-reasons-why-netflix-series-considerations-for-educators
https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources/school-safety-and-crisis/preventing-youth-suicide/13-reasons-why-netflix-series-considerations-for-educators
https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources/school-safety-and-crisis/preventing-youth-suicide/13-reasons-why-netflix-series-considerations-for-educators
http://www.kimberly.k12.wi.us/departments/mental-health-resources


Emergency Medications  
Please be aware that emergency medications that are provided for use during the school day will not be accessible after 
school hours. Parents and students plan ahead to have emergency medication available during after school activities such as 
clubs and sports. If an emergency arises and a student does not have their emergency medication available, 911 will be 
called.  
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Bulldog Football 
Bulldog Football is now accepting registrations for the 2018 season. Please visit their website for more information. 

UW Oshkosh Math Problem Solving Contest 
The second annual University of Wisconsin Oshkosh Mathematical Problem Solving Contest, sponsored by the UWO 
Mathematics Department, STEM Outreach, and the Chancellor's Office, was held on campus on Tuesday April 24, 2018 

Over 1100 top mathletes from over 40 schools from Milwaukee to Green Bay to Sun Prairie participated in this exciting event.  
48 of the mathletes came from JRG. 
 
Please follow this link to view photos and event details highlighting some of our talented Mathletes! 

Staff Appreciation Luncheon—Thursday, May 10 
In honor of Teacher Appreciation Week, we need your help thanking the fantastic staff at JRG!  On Thursday, May 10, we will 
be hosting our annual Staff Appreciation Luncheon.  Please consider signing up to provide a dish to pass (with recipe) on May 
10.  Please click here to be taken to the SignUp Genius page which has detailed information concerning the luncheon and 
available options for dishes and assistance.  You may also complete and return the form found on page 8. 

Wisconsin Youth Risk Behavior Survey—Tuesday, May 15 
JRG is taking part in the Wisconsin Youth Risk Behavior Survey on Tuesday, May15. Students will be asked to fill out a 
confidential 25 minute survey during class time. Although we ask that all students participate in the survey, it is voluntary. A 
more detailed description of the survey can be found on page 7. If you DO NOT want your student to take part in the survey, 
please complete the form on page 6 and return it to Student Services no later than Wednesday, May 9. Please contact Matt 
Bumgardner at 788-7905, ext. 2836 with any questions or concerns  

JRG Talent Show and Study Hall 
The JRG Talent Show is right around the corner!  Students with 2 or more missing assignments by May 8 at 3:00 PM will 
attend a study hall during the Talent Show to complete their missing work.   Students who have all their work completed will be 
able to attend the Talent Show. 

School Nutrition Employee Week—May 7-11 
Please take a moment to say “Thank You” to our Chartwells workers this week for all of the hard work they do on a daily basis 
to provide our students with healthy breakfast and lunch options. 

Fox Cities Stars Boys Hockey New Player Meeting 
Attention Hockey Players, -- the Fox Cities Stars Boys Hockey team will be having a meeting May 8 at 5:30 pm at Xavier High 
School in the commons for all new and prospective players and parents.  Please plan to attend for information on the 
upcoming season and summer training opportunities.  

Congratulations to KASD Music Programs 
The Kimberly Area School District has once again been honored with the Best Communities for Music 
Education designation of the NAMM Foundation for its outstanding commitment to music education.  
KASD is one of 4% of districts across the nation receiving the prestigious award in 2018. 
 

The Best Communities for Music Education designation is awarded to districts that demonstrate 
outstanding achievement in efforts to provide music access and education to all students.  To qualify for 
the Best Communities designation,  KASD answered detailed questions about funding, graduation 
requirements, music class participation, instruction time, facilities, support for the music program, and 
community music-making programs.  Responses were verified with school officials and reviewed by The 
Music Research Institute at the University of Kansas. 

https://www.pgabulldogs.com/
https://spark.adobe.com/page/RAG0vlzz0lmDD/
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b4dafac22aaf49-staff
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JRG Club Information 

 
 
 

Coding Club - 3:00-4:00  Room 111 

 Upcoming Dates:  May 7, 10, 14, 17, 21, 24 (last meeting) 

 

 Contact:  Ms. Froze with questions: afroze@kimberly.k12.wi.us 

Gators In The Swamp 
“Gators in the Swamp” is similar to what other schools might call “Faces in the Crowd.” It is meant to highlight the great 
students that we have at JRG so that we can get to know more people within our school. If we can become a more connected 
school, then JRG will be even more enjoyable. 
 
These students were chosen at random upon filling out a Google Form in their TLC. Each student answered a couple 
questions about themselves, and provided us with permission to use their picture and some of their information in Gator 
News.   
 
If you see these students, use their information as a way to start a conversation with them or to just acknowledge that you saw 
them in Gator News. 

Julie Feyen 
(7th Grade Glade) 

 
Julie likes to draw as well 
as going camping during 
the summer.  She also is 
looking forward to having 
summer vacation. 

Aubrey Reinke 
(8th Grade Glade) 

 
Aubrey’s favorite place to visit is 
Daytona Beach. She also likes 
to hang out with friends and 
dance. Aubrey is especially 
looking forward to summer 

Owen Endemann 
(7th Grade Lagoon) 

 
Owen’s favorite destinations to 
visit are movie theaters, Bay 
Beach, and the YMCA. He is 
also looking forward to his 
birthday and summer break. 

Moira Helein 
(8th Grade Lagoon) 

 
Moira enjoys Jui Juitsu and 
wrestling in her free time. 
Her favorite subject is art 
because it is hands on. 
 

Rayne Ralls 
(7th Grade Bayou) 

 
Rayne’s favorite subject is 
Science because he enjoys 
working with chemicals. He 
is also part of a MLG 
(Major League Gaming) 
team. 

Madison McCarthy 
(8th Grade Bayou) 

 
Madison is involved in both 
basketball and volleyball at JRG. 
One fun fact about her is that 
she has been in a hurricane. 
 

Sydney Neveu 
(7th grade Swampie) 

 
Sydney is looking forward to 
the end of the year, and a fun 
fact about her is that she goes 
to the dance studio after 
school. 
 

Alex Creveling 
(8th Grade Swampie) 

 
Alex is a wrestler at JRG. 
His favorite destination is 
Florida. 
 

mailto:afroze@kimberly.k12.wi.us


The Kimberly Area School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, (including limited English proficiency), ancestry, creed, 
pregnancy, marital status, parental status, sexual orientation, homelessness status, sex, including transgender status, change of sex or gender identity, disability, 

age (except as authorized by law), military status or physical, mental, emotional, or learning disability in any of its student programs or activities.     
 

J.R. Gerritts Middle School * 545 S. John Street * Kimberly, WI 54136 
(P) 920-788-7905   (F) 920-788-7914   (E)  JRG@kimberly.k12.wi.us     

Project Starfish Intended to Help Families in Financial Need 
Limited Financial Assistance is available for activities, events and programs at JRG Middle School through Project Starfish. 
 
In partnership with U. S. Ventures, Inc., JRG is proud to announce its participation with Project Starfish.  Project Starfish 
provides an opportunity for students to develop a plan to volunteer within the school community and "pay it forward" in an 
effort to make a difference to others.  This could be anything from helping clean up school property; helping in the office, 
weeding, or an approved project the student may self select. Participants in Project Starfish remain confidential, must 
demonstrate financial hardship and must complete their volunteer work prior to the activity.  
 
Forms to participate in Project Starfish can be picked up in the Student Services office and can be found later in this 
newsletter.   Submission of a request does not guarantee assistance. 
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Follow JRG on Instagram, ‘Like’ Us on Facebook 
 
JRG can be found on Facebook at Facebook.com/JRGerritts.   
In addition, JRG is now on Instagram at JRGMSOfficial. 
 
These resources are used to provide occasional school-wide updates and for reminders about 
various upcoming events.  Families also find it's fun to check out the hundreds of pictures of students 
participating in events, activities and other learning experiences at JRG.    

 

Additional Opportunities Available on the KASD Community Events Page 
While many community opportunities are included in our weekly newsletters, additional events and 
opportunities are also posted on the District webpage under Community Events, or by clicking here.  Links to 
items such as Park and Rec opportunities, community dances, educational opportunities, speakers, and local 
festivals can be found there. 

 
WI DNR Boater Safety Classes, March, April and May, various dates and locations offering 
Girls Intro to Hockey at Fox River Girls Hockey Club, April and May 2018 
Kimberly High School Car Show May 19, 2018 
Kimberly Running Club Fun Run Series June 10, June 24, July 8 - Free Registration! 
4H Summer Camp at Upham Woods Outdoor Learning Center July 8-12, 2018 
YMCA Camp Nan A Bo Sho Summer 2018 Camp Offerings  
2018 Baseball/Softball/Tee Ball Registration for Combined Locks Rec. Dept. 
2018 Baseball Registration and Information for Kimberly Park and Rec. 
Summer 2018 Summer Program Guide 

http://www.kimberly.k12.wi.us/community/community-events
http://www.kimberly.k12.wi.us/community/files/documents/2018-Wisconsin-DNR-Boater-Safety-Class-List.pdf
http://www.kimberly.k12.wi.us/community/files/documents/2018-Fox-River-Girls-Hockey-Club.pdf
http://www.kimberly.k12.wi.us/departments/communications/files/Images/KHS-Car-Show-2018.jpg?mask=1
http://www.kimberly.k12.wi.us/community/files/documents/Kimberly-Running-Club-Fun-Run-Series-2018.pdf
http://www.kimberly.k12.wi.us/community/files/documents/4H-Camp-Brochure-2018.pdf
http://www.kimberly.k12.wi.us/community/files/documents/YMCA-Camp-Nan-A-Bo-Sho-information.pdf
http://www.kimberly.k12.wi.us/community/files/documents/combined-locks-park-and-rec-softball-and-baseball-registration-form.pdf
http://www.kimberly.k12.wi.us/community/files/documents/Kimberly_2018_Baseball_Registration.pdf
http://www.kimberly.k12.wi.us/community/files/documents/Summer-Baseball-2018-Kimberly-Park-and-Rec.pdf
http://www.kimberly.k12.wi.us/community/files/documents/2018-summer-program-guide-Kimberly-Parks-and-Recreation.pdf
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Monday-Friday during the school day 

Thursday, May 3 5:00-7:30 PM 

Gerritts MS, room 101 (near office) 
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Dear JRG Families: 
 
We have an exciting opportunity for you to get involved with our Academic and Career Planning (ACP) initiative at JR 
Gerritts! ACP helps students better understand the world of work and begin to think about where their strengths 
and interests align to future education and career options.  Middle school students typically know about a limited 
number of jobs (usually just what members of their family do, and a few others). You may think that what you do 
would not interest middles school students, but it does! What you have to share may have a lifelong impact on one 
of our students.  
 
We are seeking parent volunteers to talk about their work to help our students gain a greater awareness of local occupations. 
On January 18 and April 26, parents or other guest speakers will briefly present their occupation to 8 different groups of 
students (about 30 students per class, with a JRG teacher present). Speakers will remain in one classroom and students will 
rotate to the different guest speakers. Within each 15 minute rotation, we would like speakers to: 

● Discuss your job description and responsibilities – what you do on a typical day or in a typical week 
● Talk about what makes your job interesting, challenging and fulfilling, and what skills and interests are important in 

your job. 
● Present props/visuals related to your job (optional) 
● Answer student questions 

 
Our ACP plan uses the concept of career clusters, which bundles jobs into 16 different categories. This year, we will be focusing 
on eight of those career clusters. Listed below are the eight career clusters, jobs that might be found in each cluster, and the 
date in which we will be seeking parent/guest speakers in that cluster: 
 

JANUARY 18, 2019 

Health Science 
 

● Doctor 
● Dentist 
● Physical Therapist 
● Nurse 
● Chiropractor 

Arts, Audio/Visual, Tech, & 
Communication 

● Fashion Designer 
● Graphic Designer 
● Musician 
● Photographer 
● Telecommunications 

Law, Public Safety, 
Correction, & Security 

● Police Officer 
● Fire Fighter 
● Judge 
● Lawyer 
● Corrections 

Finance 
 

● Accountant 
● Insurance 
● Tax Preparer 
● Financial Advisor 
● Loan Officer 

 

APRIL 26, 2019 

Architecture & 
Construction 

● Architect 
● Carpenter 
● Construction 
● Surveyor 
● Roofer 

Business, Management, & 
Administration 

● Fundraiser 
● Human Resource 
● Postal Service 
● Compensation/Benefits 
● Interviewer 

Information Technology 
 

● Computer Programmer 
● Security Analyst 
● Web Developer 
● Systems Analyst 
● Data Warehousing 

Education & Training 
 

● Coach 
● Professor 
● Librarian 
● Archivist 
● Teacher 

 
If you would like to help and do not see a category that fits with your occupation, we will be presenting the other eight career 
clusters during the 2019-2020 school year.  
 
If you are interested in helping, please return this form to the JR Gerritts front office along with the career cluster and job that 
you wish to share. Please contact Bradley Demmin at bdemmin@kimberly.k12.wi.us or (920) 788-7905 ext. 4103 with questions 
or for more information. We’ll get in touch with you closer to the date of the presentation to confirm and finalize details. 
 
Name:    _______________________________________________________ 
 
Email/Phone:  _______________________________________________________ 
 
Career Cluster:   _______________________________________________________ 
 
Occupation:  _______________________________________________________ 
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http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b4dafac22aaf49-staff
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KIMBERLY HIGH SCHOOL-MANDATORY FALL SPORT MEETINGS 

SUNDAY, MAY 20, 2018                                                                

5:30 – 6:30 – JACK RENKENS, INFORMATIONAL/MOTIVATIONAL SPEAKER    (AUDITORIUM)                                            

Jack founded Recruiting Realities to provide student athletes and their families with an educational 

resource about the collegiate athletic recruiting process.  He also addresses positive sports parenting 

and uses of social media by your child.  For more information on Jack and Recruiting Realities please visit 

www.recruitingrealities.com    Attendance in not mandatory but we strongly encourage you to attend.   

6:35 – 7:00 – FALL ORIENTATION MEETING (Parents of/and 1st time athletes at KHS)                                                                                                           

All incoming freshmen fall athletes, new transfer student fall athletes and first time athletic participants 

MUST attend this meeting with a parent. 

7:05 – INDIVIDUAL FALL SPORT MEETINGS (All fall athletes and parents)                                                                                                   

Each individual fall sport will meet in their own location (locations will be posted).                                    

ALL fall athletes and parents MUST attend this meeting. 
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Rob DeLain 
KASD Homeless Liaison 

920.788.7905 

Kristine Nadolski 
608.267.7338 


